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SHELSWELL BENEFICE MISSION STATEMENT
The Shelswell Family of Churches ainbsing people closer to God and to show thedbJesus Christ and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit to everyone.
MINISTRY TEAM

RECTOR: The Reverend Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT
Telephone: 01280 8481924 rector@shelswellparishes.info (Normal day off d Friday)

BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR : Mrs Becky Adas, c/o The Rectory (as above)dadmin@shelswellparishe®
Admini stratords nor mal oFriday 00 adfhil®upms : Tuesday, Thurs

CURATE:Revd Yvonne Mullins, 10c St MDFc hael 6 s Cl os e, F
Telephone 01869 2780Bnailcurate @shelswellparishes.info

ASSOCIATE MINISTER: The Reverentiz Welters, 19 Scampton Close, Bicester OX26 4FF
Telephone 01869 2494Bmaillizwelters@yalwoco.uk

LICENSED LAY MINISTER: Mrs Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands Fringford, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 8DF
Telephone: 018692310 Emajpenelope.wood@btopenworld.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER :Jen Iddon Telephon@7368 2408 7/mail:jeniddoncfw@gmail.com

THE PARISHES ARE PART OF THE DEANERY OF BICESTER AND ISLIP AND THE DORCHESTER
EPISCOPAL AREA OF THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD

HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, HETHE,

Mass: 8 am on Sundafccasional 12 noon Traditional Latin Mass.

Weekday Mas8:30 am Monday and Friday

Priest: Very Rev. Canon John Batthigaley Housel,2 The Causeway, Bicester, OX26 6AW.
Telephone: 01869 253277

Website: http://www.holytrinityhethe.co.uk/

SHELSWELL NEWS

Published monthly. To subscribe, contact Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford
Finmere, Buckingim MK18 4AT Tel 01280 848192 Enmdmin@shelswellparishes.inf

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES: Rosemary Farmery, 17 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley, Bicester OX27 9BN
Telephone: 01869 277402 Emdidor@shelswellparishes.info

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: Mrs Becky AdamBgenefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road,
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4ATel 01280 848192 Enwmdmin@shelswellparishes.info

SHELSWELL NEWS TREASURER: Phillip Rushforth, 7 Chinalls Close, Finmere, Buckingham, MK18 4BQ
Tel: 01280 84853&Emailprfinmere@btinternet.com

Deadlines for thday 2021 edition of Shelswell News
To Magazine CorrespondentsWednesdayl4 Apil 2021
Correspondents to Editor:  Thursday 15 April2021 at editor@shelswellparishes.info

All articles must be submitted in WORD in a format that can be copied amuastedPLEASE
www.shelswellparishes.info
https://www.facebook.com/gnaps/ShelswellNews/
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MI NI STERGS LETTER

Passion Sunday 2@2llwalked across the footpaths to deliver dJeningford Village Voices to the houses by
Fri ngf or dsa\poirtWwhere yod reaelr ae @pening into a field that curves aroundhevsirdam

in the distance that feeds the water mill, and where the field also slopes uphill back towged @retlidia

top of the slope there used to be tree, standingajlitaut leafless and dry. | stopped and looked over the
field,and suddény noti ced that the tree wasndt there; I
happened. That gtaeee; when did it finally topple and fall, alone and unse@n§torm? In the night?

How many thousands of people across the workththgdhave slipped away in a similar fashion alone and
unseen?

There has been much sorrow in the past year, leiitause death has hit us personally, or because the sheer
scad of the numbers afflicted weighs on us all. The Archbishop of York,dalttiegadio this morning said
how the story in the gospels of the woman who had suffered with haemorrhagésfgears had been a
source of comfort to him in the pandemi¢hat struck him in the story is that Jesus, surrounded at the time b
0Oa agrerowd that pressed upon himé none the | es:c
0Ot ouxhclhdako6, and heals her. oWe Goadéd tca elkan d w nt
God rather, as Jesus is reportedass ng i n LAr&nmetdive sparcowspseld for two pennies? Yet
not one of them ht& Gddeeasgg ot t en in Godds sig

God is with each one of us, whether we seaseot, in life and in death. Today, as we enter Passiontide, we
aregogj to see what that O6being with usd means for
Christrrmhasurobgpri efs and carriegpiowrd dyr rAowd. d en
looked at a painting of Christ carrying his crligs by an unknown painter, Italian, Venetian, about 1500 [l
will try to put it up on the Shelswell Churchelssite] Made as a private devotional work, as an aid for prayer
and contemplation, this wunf |l i rocalyipowgrfuldregdhevieweo n o0
is drawn above all to the eyes; they express such sorrow and suffering. This is what it means for God to k
usd a sharing of our humanitur pains, our deaths. Only by going through this can God bring usthethe
side, the emptypmb and the risen Christ. We cannot have Easter without the Crucifixion.

The meaning of the events often omeway soauriog HelaWeek
[the first week in April] read the Passionatiaes in the Gospejsurney through the week with Christ,
contemplate the events, enter into the story as best you can. Then, on reaching Easter Day, rejoice that C
risen, andeéhat we are a new creation.

Penny Wood LLM
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ANNUAL MEETINGS, ELECTORAL ROLLS
AND OTHER EXCITING THINGS!

Why bother with annual meetings?

Like all charities we are required to hold ammeriings to review the previous year and totledeleadership
team for the next year. Our usual annual gestinar e actually made up of t w
of Parishionersdé and the O0OAnnual Parochial Chur

1) At theAnnual Meeting of Parishioners residents (church attkers or not) and nemesidents who are on

the parish electoradll elect the Church Wardens. Church Wardens are officers of the bishop and their role |
actively represent the congregation and-tipeate with the Rector. They also have speciponsilities
connected to the fabric of the building and itderds but these responsibilities are often shared with the
Parochial Church Council (PCC). Those wishing to stand for the role of Churchné&dderbe proposed
and seconded by other resits or those on the parish electoral roll and the nominatios rieed to be with

the Rector before the meeting commences. Each parish is entitled to two churc waltiresempty posts

in Finmere, Rngford, Hethe, and Stratton Audley

2) Annual Paochial Church Meeting everyone resident in our parishes, opumnelectoral rolls, is very
welcome to come along to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, although only those on the church electo
canvote. If you would like to come to the APCM butwill need transport then please do get in touch and

we will see

Due to the pandemic, the deadline for APCMs has been extended to the end of July, but we will be aiming 1
the meetings in April and Mak/e hope that all the meetings will be hgddenr s on but shoul d
road map get delayed or theeea local surge in cases, then they would be via Zoom. The dates are::

Cottisford and Hardwick Tuesday 25May 7.30 pm

Finmered Wednesdy 12 May 7.30 pm

Fringfordd Wednesday 1May 7.30 pm

Hethed Monday 24 May 7.30 pm

Mixburyd Wednesda®" June 7.30 pm

Newton Purce Monday 17 May 7.00 pm

Stratton Audlep Wednesday 23une 7.30 pm

Stoke Lyn® Monday 10 May 7.00 pm



Why sign up for the electoral roll?

Thechurb el ect or al rol | i's different from the Gove
APCM and to stand for the PCC. But it is also an expression of support for that church.

To be eligibléo be on the electoral roll, you cieitherto be resident in the parish or attend church at least
once a month (or would have done if not prevented by the pandemic, iliness etc).

If you are not on the church electoral roll, why not sign up to it now!
Why not stand for election for the PCE€

Mostof our PCCs would welcome new members. Stratton Audley, in particular, is desperate for some! A:
member of the PCC you share in #aglérship of the church with the Rector, and being on the PCC provides
good opportunity to help shape the churchitsrattivitieslt involves attending-8 meetings a year.

If you have any queries on the above then do not hesitate to contaotyesigtieor Becky Adams on 01280
848192.

Alice Goodall

HOLY WEEK AND EA STER

Experience Easter / Easter Trails

On Monday 22 March for Fringford and Tuesday! 28arch for Finmere, our

local primary schoolssitedtheir local churchyard for Experience Easter outdoors.
Thereweef i ve O6stat i ons froalmgan opportunity & feecth u r
on aspects of the Easter story. Webwileaving the stations up until after Easter,
and you are very welcome to go along and follow the trail yourself.

And Muddy Church on 2March also featured a trail exploring theté& story

from Palm Suthay through to Easter Day. We will leaveottéson display in the
churchyards at Stoke Lyne and Stratton Addley will need your phone to reau
the QR codes for this one. Again do go along and give it a go.

. 7
Kemenber me

Palm Sunday 28" March:

We will be delivering a palm croseueryone on the electoral rolls of our chéitlyou are nobn theroll
and would like one, please just let us know. (and think about joining the eledtseal paljen APCMs!)

Maundy Thursday 1* April: Onine service at 7 pm

Good Friday 2" April: wewill be reposting the Good Friday
reflections that Yvonne prepared for us lastjiégou saw them
TS S = last year, you will know that they are very special and deserve .
second outing. If not, thehis Good Fiday is your opportunity. You can watch taem
any time on Good Friday, or join with us at 2 pm to follow one or other of them.

Easter Sundayd™ April 8 we will be back in church for our Easter Communion! Hurray!
9.30 am: Fringford, Hawick, Mixliry, Newton Purcell, Stoke Lyne
/ 11 am: Cottisird, Finmere (with baptism), Hethe, Godington, Stratton Audley

P It would be lovely to see yoyou will need tbook your seat§01280 848192
o~ / admn@shelsweaidhrishes.infloandwear a face covering

Thell am service at Finmevi#l also bdivestreamed onto Facebook (Shelswell Igevwugp) and later
uploaded to YouTube (Shelswelldhaachannél
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And after Easteré
Sunday 1% April

There will be aervice of Morning Prayer at 9.30 am in Fringford. Please book your seats for this service.
(01280 88192 /admin@shelswellparishesjnfo

And then we embark on a different pattern of seites will run until the end of September when it will be
reviewed. For services from 18 April, you will no longer need to book your seatlthough we will keep a
record of your presence attheyserc e f or O6track and traced purpose

18" April 8.15 am BCP Communion Finmere
9.30 am Mixbury 45 Mixbury
11 am Holy Communion Fringford
3 pm Muddy Church Stoke Lyne

25" April 9.30 am Holy Commani Stratton Audley
11 am Holy Communion Stoke Lyne
6 pm Evensong Hardwick

Servicepattern from 18" April to end September

From 18' April, as we begin to emerge from lockdamiare able to worship once again in our church
buildings we are embarking on a different pattern of services. We will run with this until the end of Septer

You will notice that there are fewer services theguid. That is for three reasons:

1 over the last year we have moved back and forth froseee online to two services in church on a
Sunday. With the exception of special services and festivalse noticed that the meezvicesve
have, the fewer people attend each one of tAdra total number of people worshipping in the Benefice
remains the same!

1 we would like to keeplittleof the 'benefice feel' that we have had whilst worshipping together through tt
pandemigcwhilst still enabling each village to have serviceshurds c

1 we would like patternthat will be more sustabia (and enjoyable) by the ministry team in the longer term

We arébound to be missing your favousévice In time, it may be that some churches decide to add in
additional service®snducted bynembers of that churgo you may yet see it return!

A number of people have told us that they have really valued being able to join the services online. Some
t hese have very young c haisérvice ie church beCaudeastitn or mekmlity| d n &
issues, or because of their working$1oSo welan to continue to live stream the 11samicesach week.

From 18 April, you will no longer need to book your place for a service, though requirements for socially
distanced seatinigice coverings, no hymn singing are likely to cefdinsome time.

Ist Sunday 2nd Sunday 3d Sunday 4th Sunday
8.15am BCP Communion
Alternating Finmere
/ Hethe
9.30 am Morning prayer | Holy Communion | Mixbury 45 Holy Communion
Hethe Newton Purcell Mixbury Stratton Audley
11 am Holy Communion | BCP Communion | Holy Communion Holy Commuion
Finmere Cottisford Fringford Stoke Lyne
Afternoon | 6 pm Compline | 6 pm Evening 3 pm Muddy Church| 6 pm Evensong
/ Evening | Alternating Communion Venuewill vary Hardwick
Stratton Audley / | Alternating
Godington Stoke Lyne /
Fringford
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When are the churches open for private prayer?

Cottisford Sundays 1064 | From 7" March 2021
Finmere daily 1004 | After Easter
Fringford daily 1064 | From 7" March
Godington Saturdays and Sundg 1084 | From 7" March
Hardwick daily 1064 | From 13 March
Hethe Sundays 10604 | From Easter
Mixbury

Newton Purcell | Sundays 10-4 From 14 March
Stoke Lyne Saturdays and®lay | 10-4 From &' March
Strdaton Audley | daily 1064 | From Easter

Advanced Notice!

| | Come and be part of
the best week of the

lGHTHOUSE summer holidays!

Shelswell

So due to Covid our launch was postponed by a year
but now we are gearing up for our firstGHTHOUSE

Lighthouseis a Chistian holidayclub providing a week

of fun activities for children.It will run from

Monday 26" July to Friday 8% July, 10am to 3.30 pnqtimings
to be confirmed)at Finmere School.

Open to all children agefslto 11.
Registration for children aggms on 1 May, but save the date now!
It will be a little different from what we had planned last year:

In order to make it as safas possible:
U we will have three groups of children (Key Stage 1, Key
Stage 2 and 10 plus) meeting entirely in their dvubbles.

Phlces will be limited to 15 in each bubble.

U volunteers will be linked to one bubble only. Each bubble
will have its own guipment and own area of the school.
There will be no interaction between bubbles.

i each bubble will be led by a voluntesho is als@a
teacher and well used to managing these situations.
All volunteers will be asked to carry out a lateral flow
test onSunday and mid week.

We already have a solid core of volunteers but could do with a few
more people to help out so thatevcan esurethe children have an —
incredible time. Whether you are an adult ortaenager if you would be up for helping out,

do drop me an email or give me a ring.

Alice Goodall
rector@shelswellparishes.info / 01280 848192
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REGISTRY
This section will announce any baptisms, marriages and funerals that have recently taken place within
the Shelswell benefice
Obituaries
William dokep®dNREFLL
5" November 195& 31 January 2021

the Red.ion, and others lined the streets as the cortege made its way around the village. It has to be said 1
hearse set a brisk pace for those following, who were probably grateful whped if@tapshort while outside
the pub to listen to thgentlesounds of Irish music caressing the air before progressing to the church.

Frank died on 3Wanuary in John Radcliffe hospital, aged 69 Meassccumbed to Covi® following a short
perod in hospital and after battling health problems oversthievwa years Unfortunately the Covid travel
restrictions meant that his daughters Christine and Caroline had been unable to be with hinvaghitst he
hospital and were unable to attenddherfal in person. And far from the church being packed,cagd have
been under normal circumstances, numbers had to be limited to just under 30 close family and friends. The
the servicecouldtbei ve st reamed s o t hyotherdwera ablke fode thesaityh t er s

Father Paul Martinvho knew Frank well from his days as catholic priest in Bicester, conducted a small req
mass for Frank in the morning, and was aljiajoa full part in the funeral service itself, giimgddress,
leading the prayers and the commendationeWeenovi ng tri butes from Fr an
friend Roger Mahoney, as well ag@rerded tributes from his daughters fha@atand. There was music chosen
from some of the tr&s Caroline and Christine remember singing with theirth@dca®Ne i | Di a mo n
OHel |l o againd, James Taylords 0Close your eyesdod
Abide with me and Jerusalem (which although very Baglighloved from his rugby days).

Caroline and Christine wrie about theirDad:

Many of you may know our Dad Frank as the warm pub landlord or the city broker, the generous host, but
Caroline and | aigoing to tell you a bit about Frank the Dad. Rlgcsnt Dad Frank talked a lot about the
past, the love he théor our mother Derry and wonderful memories he had spending time with us as childrer
It was without a doubt the most meaningful periodsdife.
Our parents Frank and Derry were marrie@0dorears, they met at a London Irish rugby match when they
were 21 and were married less than a year later. They first lived in Singapore then Hong Kong wherg Car
was born New York where | arriietlowed by Tunbridge Wells, Kent these were vepy lyaars for Dad
and Mum. As a father Dad was a modern auariVlum always speaks about how lucky she was becausge Dac
loved babies, shopping and cooking, after a busy week working in the city lemeduddne and take over,
Mum would get coffee in beddaidad would get us up and out doing the supermarket shiblpvied the
attention he got particularly from the ladies in the supermarket who thought he was wonderful going [arour
with his little girldHe was a man ahead of his time shopping, alwaysgodiokier at the weekends and
spending all his spare timewhits girls even bathing-use loved bath time with Dad as he would make cones
out of our hair and make us laugh which | now do with nayerhtibday.
He was very hands on and present, toekerywhere with him whether it was a rugby match at Lbistion
racing at Sandown or one of our many vVvisits to
around with him in our sév coup de ville Cadillac (which they shipped oveNew York) singing Kenny
Rogers, Neil Diamond and Tammy ¥tta In fact the music we chose for the service are all songs from our
childhood including hymns we would have sung with Dad at mass grs.Sunda
As children Caroline and | always ended up ipasent's bed and only recently Dad reminded me (when |
wascomplaining about how my daughter insists on sleeping in my bed and waking me up), how | used to <
on his pillow kicking himintheheadw | e he tri ed t o sl e tlgebutDadmmiledu r e
when he told the story and i neverkjycted out because he loved the cuddles, he was a big softie if we cried
cried with us if we were upset he would want to know who upset iack them down, he was very
protective and we ays knew if we had a problem he would be there for up ia hayway he
couldtogether Mum and Dad gave us a truly magical childhood and for that we will always feel incredibly I
and grateful.
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Frank was a pillar of the community and often thenkifsoul of the partybd of a legend in the village esakdy

in the Red Lion. Whenever customers ordered good wine in the pub he would insist on joining their part
drinking their wine uniied. He would also insist on singing Irish songie iaviening. A particular favourite
was OPaddyrwolttwayon(theeighteen hundred and f or
was played at the end of the service of committal aethatoriumd a sad and solemn moment, but it was
difficult not to break into an Irish jig.

Frank was, inthe wordsf hi s br ot her John, a o6l egend in his
Stratton Audley. Our thoughts and prayergigineCaroline and Christine, John and Dilley, and &dirttilg.

Ruth Sarah WEAVING (formerly known as Ruth GOLDHORP)
11" September 1924 19" February 2021

Ruth Weaving lived for most of her life in Newton Purcell. She was in one of theatdttaggisester end of

the village, with her daughternlbaing next door and her son Ron living opposite thelch@ee moved to
Bicester just shortly before she remarried in 1981. So it was very fitting that she should return to the vill
belaid to rest in the churchyard of St Michael and All ?\ngghl husband Frank Weaving, and daughter Joan
close by.

Ruthhad lived most latterly at Cherwood House where she died. Sadly she did not make ft birthetai00

but 99 years is a pretty good age! Her funeral took place on Mdndaych5In order to limit the risk to
those attending, the familyteg for a simple graveside funeral for close family. It was dry and not too cold, &
thesunmadeamppearance to bless the service. Rut hao:
lordd be pl ay é&BRuthahad beéeh & chugch gaend asishke evas nearing the end of her life had
talked of the comfort she found in God. We listémélde passage from John 14 reminding us that because ¢
Jesus we could be at peace aboit&& passing, trusti ng febtarnal léehived h :
in the Il ight and | ove and joy oefm ®oDdod sn.ot Jsa naen dh
weepod, reminding us of alliveon.hEhe egharghgard wvds dutl of Rimiodes) ¢
and the fanily had brought some lovely flong&ist seemed a | ovely and beaut
in.

After the service, there was a little socially distanced catching up between faaihbers, before thg went on their
way. Our thoughts and prays are with them.

John 14 27

WSadza al AR Wt S|
my peace | give to you. Do not ¢
your hearts be trabled, and do
notletthemi® | T NI ARQ
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“+" God's Little Lambs ":¢
e "Baby Lambs” <iile

Come and Join Us
We can't wait to see you, although for the
moment restrictions limit what we can do. But
if you have young children who are not yet

mobile, we'd like to invite you to 'Baby Lambs'l
e We need to stay in our own bubbles.
e Bring our own drinks and snacks.
e Bring your own baby mat / toys
e Any toys must be kept in our own bubbles.
e We cannot mix (hence babies not toddlers).
e Max 15 people, please book in advance.
e Story, Chats and Prayers.

Wednesdays 10am - 10.45am
(Term Time)
Starting Wednesday 14™ April

Stratton Audley Church

Contact Jen Iddon via jeniddoncfw@gmail.com
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Muddy Church
Wondering while Wandering

ROGATION

ORema@i what you s
Corinthian s 9.6
Those who sow bountifully, also reap bountifully.

Come and join our fun with Muddy Church
3pm Sunday 25 ™ April 2021
At St Peters Churchyard, Stoke Lyne.

* Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, we are able to meet in the Churchyard on
Sunday 2 5™ April , but we must remain in our household bubbles.
We look forward to welcoming youon Sunday?2 5™ April 2021 at3pm .
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Children and Families

Hello all, én here, | hope that you are all beginning to recovdramuhe cold of winter, and are noticing the
wonderful signs of spring all around us. New life and new hope rising up everywhere. Positivity and a wa
forward fa us all.

It has been a more dlemging lockdown this time, over the last few montigsawe emerge into life once
again, and with Gods love and help, into our new world, let us take the experiences with us. Let us take h
and acceptance that wavé made it through this one all.wko all who homeachooled their children during

the irst part of this year as well as juggling your own woéyjmadare all amazing!

| do appreciate that we have had a wonderful opportunity to spend time bathiesi(of all ages!), and | do
thank God for that. How many generations these daythhbkid of special time, even with all the
challenges that that brought us. | feel blessed to have had that extra time, the precious additional momen
my bgys as they hurtle towards twegel My twins are 10 now and | still get cuddles andlgpeeiwatching
films together all snuggled up on the sofa, with the not to small dog spread over us too. But where that us
be only occasional, now we genhtike time most days after our dimmelaxing together. | treasure each
moment of that,ra having faced the school day with them, teaching them whichever subject is on the list f
that day, and seeing them grow academically too, it is precious time.

| have to keep the positivity dEtsituation, God had given us so many opportunities thithpandemic, and

| do feel it is very much up to us to seek them out. There is so much heartbreak for those who are battling
Covid, and indeed other iises too, and | pray each dayifem. | pray for each person who is dealing with
loss, Ekness or the pain of grief, and | know that God will be with them, in some way.

| hope that you have all been enjoying our Wellies and Wiggles, and wenstimtimsi@ach term time
Wednesda mor ni ng on Facebook atWelOanes h&% W@ gag | lecsodk
We also have our latest MUDDY CHURCH on Sund&p26r i | and itds another
youdol !l all h av e edshowingyou vehat will e goorg Bgoationastthe then and this is
S0 we can undesstd a bit more about blessing our crops and reflecting on our own ability to feed ourselves
too.

Follow me on Growing with God on YouTube and Facebdok t h t i t |l ed O0Gr owi ng W
betwea Gardeners World for children and Mr Blooms NursehyedFiat my allotment, we have fun activities
and stories, | nsy t bogrety with thex stripay ledjgings!bAnd jbirenhe niour Brayers
Corner in The Potting Shed for some fwayers and thoughts. Lets Grow Together.

God bless yoall and I look forward to welcoming you all to our fun children and families activities.

To finish up | have a short prayer that we could say with our children;
Once upon a ti meé

Lord Jesus, gorialways ready

to share your story with us.

As we gaotanto the week ahead,

may we all have ears to hear

so that we might grow.

Amen.

God bless youlaJen X

April Word Search:
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FAITH LOVE FAMILY GOD

SUN LAUGH SPRING HOPE

LIFE HAPPY GREEN FLOWER
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Finmere Church of England School

Back to School

It has been an exciting time for all of Usirhere School, as we hagerblooking forward to all being back
together for so long.

It has been wonderful to see all our children and families back together, and whilst we still have lots of
guidelinesat follow, we are really enjoying learning aythgléogether.

Our topic forthe term has been Rumble & Roar, which has meant the children have been learning about tt
Amazon Rainforest, Dinosaurs and Fossils.

Willow Class enjoyed a super Fossil Humgltineir first week back at school. Who knewagesh many

fossils hidden iaur school grounds?

Over the next few weeks, we will begin to prepare for Easter and are looking forward to visiting Rev Alice
Church to learn more about the Easter story.
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® YOUR

\1 SCHOOL
LOTTERY

.
WE'VE
LAUNCHED
A LOTTERY

Buy your tickets now to
help our fundraising

+ Tickets cost just £1

+ All profits go to our school

* Local cash prize every week
+ Chance to win the £25,000 jackpot!
« Drawn every Saturday at 8pm First draw Saturday 24th April

To start supporting, visit:

yourschoollottery.co.uk

and search for: Finmere Primary

Supporters must be 16 years of age or older



Fringford C of E

"c\i
o i
IS Primary School

Open Mornings

If you are considering our school for your child

next September - why not drop in and see us.

Please call or email the school office for more

information and to book your visit.

Ofsted Good 2017
SIAMS Outstanding 2018

Small Reception class
Beautiful outside space
Dedicated staff and well behaved pupils
Children welcome from all surrounding areas

01869 277397
office.3083@fringford.oxon.sch.uk
www.fringford.oxon.sch.uk

/

XK, -
Ofsted 3 ' iﬁi‘%‘s
Good School

J
\ 2019/20]{
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SUICIDE PREVENTION &
MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

If you are needing help as a parent or young person or know
someone who is struggling please contact us on:

EMAIL: HELLO@NAISHOUSE.CO.UK PHONE/MESSAGE: 07437 497697

FB: @NAISHOUSEBICESTER A WWW.NAISHOUSE.CO.UK

nai’s
house

Charity Number #1192238

N a iHOuse is a unique, volunteer led registered dhaBiigester that provides suicide prevention and mental
health support for people in the community aged up to 30. It is a free service and relies on grants from fu
bodiesand donations from the pubin order to stay open and deliver services.

Our holistic approach helps our guests discover individualised skills and methods to better manage their
health and increase long term emotional wellbeing. For somegoiests that may hirough our 12-1
Supporters or our Counsellors, but for iliecan just be about providing a safe space for creative and physi
activities such as meditation; yoga; art; and rage release.

If you are needing help as a young peysgarent, or knowomeone who is struggling, please call or text on
07437 497 or email ohello@naishouse.org.uk

Nai's House is a charitable incorporated organisation registered with the charity commission on 9th November 2020.
Charity number: 1192238

Operating address: 15-16 Crown Walk, Bicester, Oxfordshire, OX26 6HY

Registered Address: Stable Yard, Vicarage Road, Stony Stratford, Bucks MK11 1BN

CHRISTAN AID

With every gift, we help people like Rose anstop this climate crisis
In Kenya, extreme weather is making it harder ashek ha survive. For communities fighting the climate crisis,
every last drop matters and every last one of us can help theerftierooronavirus pandemic has only increased
the urgent need for families to access a reliable source of water.
The devastatg climate crisis robs people of the water and food they need to live.
Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her grandchihe tries hard to give them the kindfeoShe
remembers from when she was a girl: when the rivers flowed with dvétercaops bore fruit.
Rose and her grandchildren shouldndt have tam g
Ai dds partner s an thplefely ahangaheriifa. fThiscChristian Acd Wedk,d/oucan be one
the hundres of thousands of our supporters who give, act and pray to stop this climate crisis driving peopls
Rose to hunger.
From envidpe collections to walking 300,000 stepsay, Khristian Aid Week brings people together as one
community against globalMgoty and injustice.
This Christian Aid Week (16 May), please:

1 Givegenerously to help ensure people like Rose fight thie dirses.

 Actas we calin the UK Prime Miister to lead the world with ambitious climate action that will also
address impuality €aid.org.uk/climate -justice-petition)

1 Prayfor a radical change of heart for politicians, and that as a global comenwilitgare for our
common home and for peediving in poverty.

Together westop this climate crisis.Join us ataweek.og


mailto:hello@naishouse.org.uk
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CLUB NEWS
Due to the current Coronavirus protective restrictions many events are

cancelled for the time being:
Please watch this space.

KNIT FOR PEACE

The photo shas a very small selection of the items knitted for knit for peace. The charity
would Ike to say a big thank you to everyone who made a contribution. The amount of
knitting that Marion passed on ia#astic.

Any further contributions to be left at 2u@dh Close, Fringford. Please ring Marion
Crowther on 01869 277404 prior to droppmghang off.

. -“"r-JI SHELSWELL WALKERS
':‘ \,.»--} ) Please take your daily exercise but keep safe anetkempendedistances from

! ! otherse speci ally on O6bidway.d6 footpaths and
SHELSWELL GARDEN CLUB

On Tuesday"™@March we held another Zoom megt On this occasion we were joined by members from
Marsh Gibbon Horticultural Society and Tingewick and Water Stratford Horticultural Society. They were m
welcome.

Our speaker wadan Sargentalandscapgardenefor manyyearsvho hasalsoworkedatRHSgardensindas
anExpertWitnesglealingvith landscapessuesHe gaveatalkentitledd Co n f ecddasGaorndsetise r | &
storiesveremainlyfrom workingin largegardensn UK.

Our nextZoom meetingill takeplaceon Tuesday13" April at 7.30pm. Our speakewill be AdamPasco
with atalkentitledd S p mtb actgpnandgetsetfor s u m m Adaimhasbeena GardeningConsultanand
Journalistor over30yearsSomeof youmayrecognis@imfromG a r d eWoddMagazineyherehewas
editorfor 22years.

An emailwill besentout beforethe meetingo giveyouthe Zoomlink, soif youdo not receivehe clubemails,
pleasagiveCorrineacallon 01862474110 beaddedo theemaillist.

SHELSWELL POETRY APPRECIATIO N GROUP

Perhaps one the besk nown poems about April in tWemeEngl i s
Thoughts from Abroad,which beautifully captures the glories of the month in England, Wadsworth
Longf el | AmvddrsDaypdeseriimes an American ApFhe 14 century poet, Geoffrey Chaucer began
his prologue tdhe Canterbury Taleswith a vivid evocation of how the coming of April stirs life in humans
and animals. W.H.DaviessseA p r / |/ 0 sto ekphessrhizdelight in the month, as did Lawjealthor

of Cider with Rosie, idpri/ Rise, Lucy Maud Montgomery 8pring Songand William Watson ipril.
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Three poets who look at April in a different and less ecstatic wagkasp&are in hionnet 9SEdna St.
Vincent Millay irSpringand T.S.Eliot in the opmg lines offhe Waste LandThe latter two poems were
both written after the 194148 war, andanvey disillusion and mental turmoil.

A political poem, writtentoconetrmor at e r i ot s i nRioAAoedpri 29'a992.s Ai Og
April 30" is Internaibnal Jazz Day, and three poems with a jazz thewdersae- Tonk in Cleveland, Ohio,

by Carl Sandburg, addzzoniaand Cabaref both by Langston Hughes.

Thank you to &those who sent in suggestions for poems. If you have a favourite poetedssittine

month of May, please email me the titledih.harvey@Ilive.co.ukr phone me on 01869 811994.

Judith Harvey

SHELSWELL READING GROUP

The book we discussed, via Zoom and email, in MarcBeiv@antoby Ann Patchett. It is the story of a
groupof highranking internationals held hostage in a South American houagthy grap of anti

government terrorists. Although it has its grim moments, it is a book which embraces comedy and a
psychol ogical expl or at i onnowihwh&tscapocslarid theirpriséers d r o n
gradually draw closer to each gtimea vagty of ways. It is also about the redemptive arehhf@ncing

power of music, and the pivotal figure is a wanttbus opera singer. Another important character jaGen
Japanese interpreter with a command of many languages, and thrBatghkitreXpres human
communication. The group found a lot to discuss, and found many parallels between the novel and how w
have been living during the last year.

The book for Ap i | I s A W eendBtrofdldfed Ba#, an exploration of midineteentkcentry
womends position in society™ andaither on&aom oriow of sodbrsdt b
Jane Birnageds house, da&tetmedi ng on | ockdown res
Other Recommended Books:

The Lamplighters by Emma Stonex (hardback)

Notes from an Exhibition by Patrick Gale

Our Fathers by Rebecca Watt

A Change of Climate by Hilary Mantel

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys

East of Eden by John Steinbeck

Fathers and Sons by Ivan Turgenev

The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton

It Candt Happen HerlLewis by Si

Anything by Scott Fitzgerald and Henry James

If you would like to join the group, contact me on 01869 811994ditrabarve@Ilive.co.uk
Judith Harvey

ieW "

INSPIRING WOMEN SHELSWELL WI

, . - L : OXFORDSHIRE
If you're going to join, then pin in - a warm welcome awaits

March 2021's meeting via Zoom was a hamdsd get involved art fun event with Oxfordshire WI Board of
Trustee and BlewburylWiember Graeme Gettings, who has a passion for craftindyeakayy, making
cards and poucing journals.

Thirty one ladies joined in the evening. As well BsvBhenembers, we welcomed guests from Heyford,
Steeple Aston, Langford and WestotherGreen WI's and by the end of the evening most had a decent piec
of art work to show.


mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
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Thursday 1 April, at 8pm will be once more a Zoom meeting. We havweiateegsting speaker lined up who
is reported to be very entertaining. Pauline Mal#ina former prison officer, who has worked in various roles
in the prison service, and dtatent locations, including Holloway and Wormwoood Scrubs. So join us and
find out what happens behind locked prison doors.

The theme of the May meeting tailk be GIN; more details to follow !

In the summer months of June and July, depending om@eve Guidelines, when hopefully the weather
will be kind to us, we plam have outside meetings.

August will be 'Walk around Fringford Village' and aliallk 'Flora’s Fringford' by Shelswell Member Linda
Mustill.

The National Federation Womemistitute Annual Meeting due to take place in London this summer was to k
face to face will now be a virtual event. The speakers lined up this year SophitRICountess of Wessex,
Dame Cressida Dick, CommissioneradicE of the Metropolis, and Baess Brenda Hale, former President

of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom.

The benefits of being part of Shelswell W1 is to be part of a nationtadnsi@ip organisation, receiving the
monthly newsletter, the mbit news and views magazine an@itimonthly WI Life magazine. Also, to

attend group meetings, access my WI website, make new friends, gain new knowledge, take part in new
activities, takpart in campaigning and access to the Shelwell coffee clubednmbkaage.

For more informatioon Shelswell WI, please contact President Elaine Whittaker 07917 453224 or Nicky Le
07814 796171.

LOCKDOWN PROJECT: FIND A GRAVE
(www.findagrave.con)

Back in the summer lockdowoompleteda projetstarted several years agib a

neighbouto photographthe gravestones in the churchyardto transcribéhe memorial inscriptions before

they became illegible. finallyuploaed the resultsothec h ur ¢ hy a r d Bidagavewglesitesthat t h e
they would be availaliteanyone anywhere who might want to research their family tree now or in the future
Unfortunately | couldndét photograph every grave
the sides of theharchyard hae become completely engulfed by ivy which will take a reffssiv®y many

hands to uncover.


http://www.findagrave.com/
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The photographs and memorial inscriptions can be found at

https//www.findagrave.com/cemetery/244767 1/peterschurchyard

(If you are reading this article online or have downloaded the PDF, hover the cursor above the link then h
down the CTRL key and cliskthe same time and wait the website to open your browser)

Justclicking in the last name box and pressing the RETURN key will bring up a list of all the memorials so
created for our churchyard. If you know the surname you are looking for, you can of course enter that to
narrow down your sedr. Click on thename or photogragh the resultant lisb view the entry.

If anyone spots an error or wants to add additional information such datééxtra biographical
detailfurther photos or missing links family membeys t h eer to regisiesdhd website and submit
these amendments. You can evenleave avirtealdtav | oved oneds memori al

Now that Sprig ison the way, perhaps readers from other villages in the Benefice will feel inspired to do th
same for theirtmirchyards. Hewge the links to all the churchyards in our Benefice. Some have more
memorials recorded and photographed than others

Cottidord:

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2428543Mmary'schurchyard

Finmere

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2454549fmichaelndallangels

Fringford:
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2447886fathaelsndallangelsshurchyard
NB. There are 575 memorials creabedhis churchyard but hardly giptographs have been added to these.
Godington:

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2402145/Rwlgity

Hardwick
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2401749sarythevirginchurchyard

Hethe
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2428550&dmundandst-georgechurchyard
and

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2401742/hwlgity-churchyard

Mixbury.
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2703512/mixbalhsaintschurchyard
Newton Purcell
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/24491-michaePo26allangelsshurchyard
Stratton Audley:
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2376363isary%26edburgachurchyard

Brenda Hazel

THE SHELSWELL BENE FICE

The Editor has invited me to write a monthly series on the ten parishes in the Shelswell Benefice. Before s
the series, | thought it would be of intetesecall how the Shelswell Benefice was created. It hasido be sa

t hat t he etber mhéltehneftira ctly means a 6church | ivi
pari shes. Il n France, as | u and tais, thhdughrcldmsy, might have eeert e
more intelligible.

On 1 March 1983, after sonmneefyears of arguments and correspondence, the Shelswell Group Ministry was
formally established for religious purposes. At that stage it was divided into the Bemtfece (Cottisford,
Finmerewith-Mixbury, Hardwickvith-Tusnore and Newton Purcellith-Shelswell) under Ronald Jennison

and the Southern Benefice (Fringford, Godington, Hethe, Stoke Lyne and Stratton Audley) under Anthony
Hichens. On 1 December 1988 Benefice of Shelswell was created, with ten parishes enéetanthe

Re v 0 d k\(WRackyywatesn 2001 there were two formal mergers, between the parishes of Godington anc
Stratton Audley, and the parishes of Cottisford and HandhtieKusma e . On 13 August 2
Christobel Hargraves succeede#yRY ates as rectém. January 2016, Alice Goodalturnsucceede@hris.


https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2447671/st-peters-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2428543/st.-mary's-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2454549/st.-michael-and-all-angels
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2447886/st-michaels-and-all-angels-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2402145/holy-trinity
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2401749/st-mary-the-virgin-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2428550/st.-edmund-and-st.-george-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2401742/holy-trinity-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2703512/mixbury-all-saints-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2449167/st-michael-%26-all-angels-churchyard
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2376363/ss-mary-%26-edburga-churchyard
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At one time each of the ten parishes had their own resident rector, who was often a very powerful individu
The parish too has been a very powerful unit and in mgsstilves, in spite of the creatiof a group

ministry and then a benefice. Before the formation of the Shelswell Group Ministry in 1983, the following
parishes had already been united for administrative purposes. No doubt this was partly ovedigearthe d
church attendance and #gfertage of clergy.

€.1840 Tusmore united with Hardwick

1867 Charles Harrison became rector of Harawilbki usmore and Cottisford.

1924 Archdeacon Whylock Pendadresame rector of Hethe and Fringford.

1928 Godingtomnited with Stratton Audley.

1932 Shlswell united with Newton Purcell.

1954 John Westlake became rector of Newton Purcell and Fringford.

196878 John Sergeant was rector of Newton Purcell, with séslittes for Cottisford, Fringford, Hardwick
with-Tusmore and Hethe.

1976 Anthony Hicherwas appointed priestcharge of Finmetwith-Mixbury,

Godington, Stoke Lyne, Stratton Audley and Finwidréixbury,

1978 Donald Allan, who succeeded Johre&®rgvas appointed prigstharge of Finmengith-Mixbury,

and together with Anthony ¢tiens looked after the ten parishes.

1983 Shortly after the Group Ministry was formed, Donald Allan left and was replaced by Ronald Jennisor

I hope that this summgaserves to explain how the ten parishes caméntmohaorated into the Shelswell
Beneice. | look forward to writing brief notes on each of them in the coming months. In advance, | must
acknowledge my debt to all those past and present who havehaiiteheir own parishes.

Martin Greenwood

OXFORDSHIRE

akT

1208 A10 10340 19 L3v GNY 010 WALS3 SAHE0HODD
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www.artweeks.org
Festival guide & artist directory
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REPORTS FROM THE PARISHES

Cottisford and Juniper Hill
St Mary the Virgin

CHURCHWARDEN: Charles Jackson, Cottisford House, Cottisford Tel 01280 848247
TREASURER David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 0186277690
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Meryl Daniel

MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Judith Harvey, Larls®iCottage, Juniper Hithail:judith.harvey@live.co.uk

Easter DayServiceat 1Jam on Sunday # April
(Pleasebook your placeon 01280 848192 or admin@shelswellparish#e)

THE FRIENDS OF COTTISFORD CHURCH

Thank you to all # people who support the work dfiel Friends. Your continued interest and financial
contributions are very much appreciated ..

We welcome new members to our organisation, and if you would like to become a member of The Frier
Cottisford Church, pleasentact me on 01280 847455 gamatlirnage @icloud.com

COTTISFORD AND JUNIPER HILL SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The bulbs planted by the Committee and residents in Autumn 20@0exreg now, and augmenting the

earlier plantings. We hope that you enjoy thee @{bur and uplift they provide as we gradually come out of
lockdown.

In March Anita Bowl and Jane Birnage organised the distribution of potted primulas to all tidshiouseh
Cottisford, JuniperHiHar d wi ck and Tus mor eminderthat bife gdes pn; dvangn t o |
difficult times. The Social Committee provided the funds to buy the plants, whilst other community membe
provided and printed the labfgsthe pots and distributed thefhank you to all who helped with such a
worthwhle task.

The notice boards in Cottisford and Juniper Hill are to be decorated for Easter, so if any children would lik:
contribute Eastethemed pictures, please see Bamage in Cottisford and Eilderrance in Juniper Hill.

We are hoping to arramng getogether in the playing field at Juniper Hill in the coming months, with people
being asked to bring their own picnic to enjoy in the company of friends andurgighbladrinks provided

by the cenmittee. The state of the pandemic at the timeneay that we have to alter this, but we hope we
will be able to put on some sort of community event.

Finmere
St Michael ard All Angels

CHURCHWARDEN: Vacamy

TREASURER:Jacqueline Chelih9 Valley Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4BG Tel 01280 847782
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Katherine Grimston
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Paul Nash Email: pag@§@hoo.co.uk Tel 01280 848268

Easter DayServicewith Baptism at 1Jam on Sunday # April
(Pleasebook your placeon 01280 848192 or admin@shelswellparish#s)

Village Hall

Unfortunately, the Village Hall is now closed for the duration of the Iockdu\ El 1
We hope to be open again in the spring, or when government guatlelines: |


mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
mailto:janebirnage@icloud.com
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Allotments

Get planning for your new growing seas
The Poor 6s Piinglist fonadlotmett plats insthe w a

village. ‘
There is a pOSS|b|I|ty that a few plots may become available shﬁ‘*‘“
S0 any aspiring allotment users shasitl 71/

www.myfimere.com/poorsplot

Need some tml help
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/documents/corona/comrnynatworks.pdf
Village facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/

Shelswell Parishes websit@waivw.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
Finmere Parish Cocihwebsite ad www.finmerepc.org

Village hall news awwww.myfinmere.com

Finmere Primary Schoakhww.finmere.oxon.sch.uk

Fringford
St Michael and All Angels

CHURCHWARDEN: John May 10 Church Close, Fringford Tel 01869 278873
TREASURER: Christna McCullagh, 6rosslands, Fringford Tel07867 515207
PARISHSAFEGUARDING OFFICER Penny Wood as below

MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands, Fringford Tel 01869 277310
VILLAGE HALL CORRESPONDHT: Christine Underwam Tel 01869 278949

WEBSTE  www.fringford.info

Services & Events

St Michae&nd All Angels isow open dailyServices in the church will resume okaster Sumay with a
9.30am Communion by Extension, commencing with the lightimgEdster Candle. It will be necessary to
book a place for Easter Sunday, and for the following Sunday [Morning Prayer at 9.30am].

Thereafter services will be as sebouhe bak page of this magazine.

Services in Holy Week, which starts on Paihday (27 March) will be online so please check the back of this
magazine to find out whatoés happening and when.

The PCC marked Mothering Sunday (14 March) by pregptirbagavith a card, a bulb and a prayer for
children to pick up and give to thaimther. We were delighted to have some children come along with their
dads on a very windy Saturday morning. It was lovely to see you all.

Muddy Church

For all agescome ad join in the fun at 3.00pm on SunddyRp r i | at St Btekekyneds Ch
Contact Revd Yvonne Mullifae more information ring 0186278090 or email:

curate@shelswellparishes.inf



http://www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/documents/corona/communitynetworks.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
http://www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.fringford.info/
mailto:curate@shelswellparishes.info
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ZOOM Socials

Coffee & Chad Tuesdays at 10.45am

Quiz time- Wednesdays at 1.30pm.

You would be most welcome to join i n:848192, ogeedil t h
alicegodall31&gmail.com

Fund-raising Initiatives

Greetings Cards
Packs ofgreeting cards (6 cards for £3jvailable for purchase They feature 6 photographs of the
church both in and outside.RingChristina McCullagh on 07867 515207

Open Gardens
Pleas@ote hat the PCC has decided to hold Open Gardens a little later in the year so that people can feel
The new dates are 26 and 27 June. youdd be willing to open -your
277310 or emapenelope.wood@btopenworld.com

Fringford Church 100 Club

The plan nows forFringford PCQo go it alone! The school has sadly not had success in recruiting parents
and has decided to pull out. Santhyou to the 38 pple wio have already signed up. We aim to recruit up
to 50 people by the beginning of April, and to have the firsd ¢galvably on zoord by the end of that

month. The more that sign up, the better the prize money will bentBat €hristina Maflaghto register

your involvemenASAP, on 07867 515207

Fringford Church Book Exchange
The box for book exchange is in the porch [Leayv
virus can stay on items such as books or games forg2siplease put the book you donate into a plastic
bag and write on the bag the date yaut into the box. That way, anyone wanting to read the book knows
when the 72 hours is up and the book can be read. Thank you.
Penny Wood

SUPPORT DURING THE TIME O F CORONAVIRUS
On-going support is still available. If you need somepleglpgl o n 6t h e s i Rrirggtord Frienals, ¢ o n
Neighbourhood Support Group:

1 Telephone:07704 756840
1 Emailneighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info

Tojointhewh at 6 s App MutudalngSwppceermaiGr dup i ngford Fri
above.

FRINGFORD VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING
Still not able to meet. But meeting in a garden mighssiblgoy May.
Penny Wood

THE BUTCHER®S ARMS
To find out the | atest Smmwiaemabyeltog209@yehocuio@r 6 s Ar
mobile; 07850 415188lternatively, contact Stuart on 07952 445468.

Fringford Village Hall

Community First Oxford and ACRE are bodies which offeceadnd guidance to community halls and have
been a godsend during the pandemic, helping ypsetgevernment guidelines and providing lots of materials
and sources of information to make our lives easier.


mailto:alicegoodall313@gmail.com
mailto:penelope.wood@btopenworld.com
mailto:neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info
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Both bodies are celebratthgir centenary geand have created a Domesday Book for village halls to record
short summary about their Feild pans for 2021. So far 640 halls have participated natibpallywould like

to see the entries, please gditps://coda.io/@acre/village -hallss-doomsday-book-2021 (excuse the
spelling!)

We thought you may like to see our entry which starts pvitles of a piece published in the Bicester Advertiser
in June 1900.

OQur O6new parish roomd was built adudel900@dardnt e
given by the parish squire, MrE. Sldtarr r i son. 01l t wa gosésbothbeégiouss e d
and social, and also as a cricket pavilion. 6

The presentation of the parish room was made to over 130 villagersduand ami r a bl e me
Chinnery said, ohe hoped there neveuldbeparisH d b
meetings, mothersd meet i nsPms, inshart, dvatythimgetleat wouldg s ,
tend improvementofvillages 6. |t was reported by the | ocal
work in fine style, and it has thbséindit who will be careful to see that it does not fail in its mission.
Later, the Parish Council became the owners of the building anityavas established to lease and
manage the building. It was extended in the 1960s and then completslye@iu?Bil5. It continues

to be well used with exercise classes, dance
mindfulness, prechml, coffee mornings, parties and many more diverse activities. Being on the villa
Green, it is also at the tenofour community fayres and gatherings such as the celebration of The
Battles Over in 2018.

The Trustees, with much appreciated supportAGRE and CFO, made the hall COVID secure in
2020. It was used by a small number of allowable classes wthishoiybistance. We hope to
welcome everyone back during the second half of 2021 and continue the traditions and mission set
in 1900.

Weare currently developing our plan for reopening the hall fully in the Autumn. If you would like to book
hdl from September, you will find all the information you nee@atfringford.info. But for the time bing
please either emaihgford.hall@gmail.com or phone 0798 87917t case we need to discuss any remaining
COVID requirements.

Fringford Village Hall Committee

Hardwick
St Mary the Virgin
CHURCHWARDENS:John Curtis, Sycamore House, Hardwick Tel 01869 277984
David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 0B69 277690
TREASURER: David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Meryl Daniel
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Veronica Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690
WEBSITE:http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk

CORONAVIRUS COMMUNITY SUPPORT

FROM ST MAMRRGHSHARDWICK
The Rector, Ministry Team and church members in Hardwick are concerned to offer whatever help and st
they cand those &cing an anxious and difficult time in the continuing weeks ahead.
We are unable to offer medical advice or caimgaur home if this involves risk of infection to you or others,
but otherwise we will do whatever we can to help.
Please call onwil:
Dawvid Barnes (Churchwarden) 01869 27 ¢88ad.l.barnes@outlookmo
Revd Alice Goodall (Rector) 01280 848&48@r@shelswellparishes.info



http://www.fringford.info/
mailto:fringford.hall@gmail.com
http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk/
mailto:david.l.barnes@outlook.com
mailto:rector@shelswellparishes.info
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S . Mahurghd KHard@ick d Re-opens
Hardwick church is now open again evers@ayrto 4pm. Please do go in and use this special space for priva
prayer, quiet contemplation or to admire its architecture, monuments andlassnetdows.

EASTER DAY SERVICE

Easter DayServicein StMary@, Hardwick at 9.30amon Sunday # April
(Pleasebook your placeon 01280 848192 or admin@shelswellparish#e)

Hardwick Manor House

| n t hi srtickadromtHardwsck, we switch the attention from the church to the Manor Herasie #
listedfarmhousend barn Ot her than the church, this is Har
late 16thcentury, pssibly as early a8D5when Sir Richard Fermor was Lord of the Manor and Elizabeth | wa
on the throne of England. There have been some later additions and restorations. Viewed from the roa
house makes an impas sght.

In 1606, SiRichard Fenor went on to buy the Tusmore Estate, which his family then held until 1857. Tl
Fermor family subsequently moved to Tusmore, leaving Hardwick Manor as a tenanted farm. The Fermor
prominent recusants, holding fast to ttethfat ailme when Roan Catholics were persecuted, debarred from
taking any public office and subject to heavy financial penalties. Services were held in the attic of Hardwick
House, which had been converted into a Roman Catholic chapel. Thateugee t 6 s hided vesiting o
priest if the authorities called. Roman Catholic priests were considered to be enemies of the state, who, if
were liable to be executed as traitors. Those caught harbouring priests could also be ssdjeetgorfiate.
During such times, the Fermors, not unnaturally, ensured that their tenants were also Roman Catholic
Hardwick village became a predominantly Roman Catholic village, with the Manor House being leased
catholic Day family for moef the eghteenth ceary. Robert Day (d. 1712) and later Days are buried in the
chancel of Hardwick church. In 1793, the tenancy passed to another catholic family, the Collingridges
remained until 1812. The Collingridge family were amongsiuhssgquentlinstrumeral in the building of a
new Roman Catholic Chapel in Hethe (now Holy Trinity RC church). This was one of the first such chapels
built after it became legal for Roman Catholics to openly practice their faith again, initfegesantizentury.

In 1857, the ownership of Tusmore Estate passed to the protestant Earl Howard of Effingham. After which
the catholic influence in Hardwick began to fade. The Hawkinsaamsiypwn aghe tenant farmers for
Hardwick Manom the censses 0fl841, 1851 and 1861.
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By 1881,he tenanchad passed to the Hiorns family. Thomas Hiorns is listed as Church Warden for Hardw
on the plaque the church thatommemorasthe reordering completed in 1879. His son, Tom &xtmown

as the tenat in the 191 census. The Smith family, who became the Barons Bmesteasedhe Tusmore
Estate in 1927. A short time after, the Curtis family took over the tenancy of Hardwick Manor. However
Bicester family were forced to sell somts lam and propeits in the late nineteen seventies, before disposing
of all the remainder t¢iie Tusmore Estate in 1981. During this time, the Markham family purchased Hardwi
Manorwith a substantial amount of land and continued to operate it as a veorkingfter b hn  Mar k h
death, the family decided thardwick Manor, with its remaining 30 a@lesuld be sold.

In the Summer of 202®&ardwick Manowas purchased by Patriaklg and Tomas de Vargas Machuca, two
long term family friends and mess partneet HEROERA, a leading Historic Vehicles Event company which
supports amongst other things engineering heritage, craftsmanship and motoring traditions. Their headq
are at Bicester Heritagemas and Patrick with their respective iegmplan tolternate usage between the two
families and will always welcome classic car enthusiasts whatevérhine aagr.planning to carry out some
restoration to the propertytivdut changing the charm the Markhams, with whom they enjoy aajieashgb,

have created in almost 50 years of ownership. Some of the works will include replacing the asbestos roof:
great barn and outer buildings with period correct Bitrgek and Tomas are conservationists and strongly feel
that allowing téir childrerto enjoy the privilege of country life is a must in a fast moving world that too ofte
forgets about tradition and traditional values.

Hethe
St Edmund and StGeorge

CHURCHWARDEN Flora Skinner, Fox Hollow, 2 Hardwick Road, Hethe Tel 01869 277366
TREASURER: Mike Green, Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe Tel 01869 278166
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Flora Skinner alasve

MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Mike Green as above Tel 01869 2166

WEBSITE: www.hethe.org

News from St Edmund & St George Churcl& Community Activity

If you haveany newsr a local everib publicise, please dahe details to m&here possible with a photo, &nd
suitable | wiladd thenmo next mont® news and include them on the village webTsitgedeadlinéor this pultication
is onPage 2Please note that | have no control over the acceptaplacement of advertisements, please dhetact
Benefice Adhinistrator foradvice.

Thevillage web site contains up to date informaffenting the villageplanning applications, agreed PQlitas and
notices of meetingdS2 and othetad worksgrants and advice @®VID-19related matters and much more.

Many thanks, Me.

¥ S Edmund & St George Wétages:
§ www.hethe.orgt-edmundsstgeorgeghurch/

The church islso onthe websiteS§ A Chur ch Ne
Youd and OExplore Churche:c



http://www.hethe.org/st-edmunds-st-georges-church/
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ST EDMUND & ST GEORGE CHURCH

Church Services andAccess

At the time of writing this article the plan was to hold a Easter Day Sevrice in the church at 11.00aron Sunday
4h April. Booking is necessarfPleaseing 01280 848192 emailadmin@shelswellparishef®)
. Thechurch is due to be open adainprivate prayesn Sundays fro 10.0am to 4.00prfrom Easter

In the revised service pattern due teffectve from 18 April there should be one defe service in our church every
month, with a second service altiémgebetween our church and Finmérke definite servicedsie tobe on the ¢
Sundayf every month starting at 9.3Camd the alternating servisethe 3¢ Sunday of every mondtarting at 8.15am
The first serice willbe® Ser vi ce 6ofantdhe hwWorsgdcond BCP Communi on.

For those like me whoddhot understad whatad Ser vi ce 6o fesatt lme | Wor d

Preparation
The minister welcomes the people with the Greeting.
AuthorizedPrayers of Penitence may be used here or in the Prayers.
The Venite, Kyries, Gloria, a hymn, song, or a set of responses may be used
The @llect is said either here or in the Prayers.
The Liturgy of the Word
This includes
readings (or a reading) frétaly Scripture
a psalm, or, if occasion demandsriptgi@al song
a sermon
an authorized Creed, or, if occasion demandsthorized Affirmation of Faith.
Prayers
These include
intercessions and thanksgivings
the Lordds Prayer
Conclusion
The service concludes with a blessing, dismisslaépliturgical ending.

The PCC are considering the options for praywtimeropportunities for worship in Heth@ll parishioners are
welcane toattend services in other villagpeshag gettng therghroughcar share or ramigjer we couldintroduce
something ifferentin ourvillagesuch asay lead services a conemplatbn/meditation group The PCC would
welcome your opiniomd ideas

For the latest infornian abouibpeningand serices, please look at the g#l@r Sheslwdlleneficaveb site.

Pleaseeadthe notices in the church for guidaoréow to satg acces thebuilding
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Church Repairs & Redecoréion

By the time that you read this we should have been infomvwbethrer we have been given a grant for works and
redecoration of the church. Please see the village webugit®{dateinformation

You may have noticed that some stone has fallen away from tlaadorme cacrete slabs have slipped off the roof
of the porch.The contractor for lastyéas wor k has been i nfor med atworR.e conc

Church Funds & Regular Giving
~0~
O o %
| | ] O
; O Q —
\./

PARISHGIVINGSCHEME

You maycontibuteregularlyo general fundsy directdebitthroughthe Parish Giving SchenThrough thé scheme
the church receives 10@¥%your giftand yu will have options for your contribution to be gift aided and inflation
proofal. If you are able to choose eitheboth optionsit will maximise your contribution and allow your PCGato p
more conidently into the future.

You nowhave the option to set up a contributiorina. You will find a donation button on ouarizhGivingpage.
You may use thank https://www.parishgiving.org.ukype h OX27 8ES and then select our charcscanthe code
below.

Alternativelyphone0333 02 1271 This ineisopenMonday tdrriday,betveen 900amand 5.00pm.You will need to
have youbark account deiia,our church/parismame (Heth&t Edmund& St George) and our PGSiph code
(2706270Y) to hand

For oneoff and regular donations without settiip a direct debit wave aron-line givingpagewhich can be accessed
by scanning thcode below dhrough our \age welsite undewww.hethe.org/sedmundsstgeorgeghurch/fund
raising/ There is o upfront costfor this service, bute payl.95% per transaction.

For other ways of contributing the runring costs of thehwirch,please atacthethepccsmetary@outlok.com.



https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
http://www.hethe.org/st-edmunds-st-georges-church/fund-raising/
http://www.hethe.org/st-edmunds-st-georges-church/fund-raising/
mailto:hethepccsecretary@outlook.com
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100 Club

St Fdmund & Drawsaretaking duringthe ShelswieQuiz on the seconilVechesdawf the monthvia
¢ Zoom. There are stiplenty of nurbers if you wish to join!

The resu$ of theMarchdraw
1st Prize No 37 Ben Wood
2nd Pri2 No 33 Anne Mansfield
3rd Prize No 15 Péne OGorman

100 Club Next Draw WednesdagtApril

Safeguarding

The paih of Hethe is committed to the safeguarding of ehjlgoung people and adults. We follow the House of
Bishops guidance and policies and have our own Parish SafeQifareliigSO) FloraSkinner. The Diocese of

Oxf ordds s af eguitarlinks andjinfguneatior iscludirng nontacts for tleedsan Safeguarding Advisor
(DSA) who advissur PSOIf you are concerned that a child or adult has been harmayl loe at riskf ham, please
contact the DSA. If you have immediate concerns thgosafety of someone, please contact the poligewridcal
authority Children or Adults Services

Hethe PCC members are receiving basic safeguarding awareness training

Eco Church

A represetative of OWild Oxfordshiré visitedthe clurchyardast
B e monthto advise uon how best to proceedth turning pars of it into

o George Churchyard owildé area

In the first yeathe grass in the designated areasniyjlbe cut and
thenrake off at the enaf August. This will encourage native flora

1 and faunaThe PCC will benaintaimgarecord of flowers, plants,

ot insectsteptilesandanimalsising the churchyardo please let us
know if you pot anything.The representative ofWi | d Oxf or d
pointedout yellow meadow ants and solitary bees during her visit.

Recent gravesiandy

reservedispace
; There are other maingerce tasks, soyibu would likeda be involved
in any waylease let us know.

Thank you to Peter Allen for continuing to mow the other areas of the
churchyardPaulie @3 @man for producing@mprehensive list of
wildflowersand Flora for the signs.

Our aim is® turn the indicatedreasnto natural, flowery spag&o

encourage wilife and nakethemmore attractive and interesting for

visitors. Our longtermvisionisto preseve the churchyard as a

: special,aced place, rembering that if we turn it entirely over to
Wild Area 1 naturewe brget thewvork of past generationtiavcared for itnd we

could impede access to graves and fayaamg burials

Thank you to our Volunteers

Many hanls tothe volunteers who wioso harda makeour church apecial place in the communitieyundertake
varied roles from helping to maintain the charchyo church cleaning, to piding flowers, to beingembers of the
PCCJd all areharked for theircontributions
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Penny Jacoby

Villages were sad to hear the news ofitegthof Pennywho, along with Robiand their sondoand Tommoved to
SpringhllHousein the 1990s.

Penny's ambition was to transformgidenat Spring Hill Hous@éto a place of interest and beaatyich shecheved,
and it was admired by many visitors

She took part inountlesvillagefundraising eventsffering her gaen forvillageOpenGardes which she helped
organiseand thehousefor Safari SupperShe supported the Horticultural Societyisudl Flower Show and Fetghe
was a fouder membein 1995%f Shelswell Garden Club which was held monttiig nilagehall and introduced
memberso someexceptionadpeakersPennyhdd anAnnual PlangaleandCakeSallin her gardewhich always
included Penny's homeade bread.

PennyjoinedHethe PCC in 1996 amgsa Church Wardefrom 1997to 2002. Shewas instrumentah the rebuilding
of theeasernboundary wallShe rerained as a valuB€C membeup to March2007 when it was recordetthat the
PCCowi shed to record ho@wdedicatonh ie fungdising okieethie y@dessr e f or Penn

She vasenormously proudf Robin and their two sons and lovedgtaadchildra, but aches and pains meantrsi
to give up walking the dogdastr@uous gardening.

Penny will be missed by those who lived around&herwas 'dun person to know"
Tharks to FloraandPaulindor their contributions to the above

HETHE COMMUNIT Y ACTIVITY

Village Hall
With restrictionshangingo dten, pleas contact the booking®
secretargn fiskinner@hotmail.co. d@r availabity. I
Remenber to vsit the village web site aHethe \illage Hall
Faebookpageo seethe proposed changes to Hadl

Adventure Playground

Theplaygrand on the village playinglfieoff the HardwiclRoadwas open at the time of wling this
artide. Please fotlw the instructiosion the gates concernibgngngyou own wipes ad taking liter
home.

Book Share

Following the success of thettisfordd Bu s St o pand®cank of thebaoks which have not been availatle
the chuchduring lockdown are to be moved itite bus shelteam the Bainton Rad The idea is that you borrome
or two books andreturnthemwhen readAll free of charge.

Thanks to IrisAlderfor the suggestion.

Recycling

The bottle bark is still open ard is being monitored andemptied.

There are threglas recyclng bankswailble for etargreen antirown botles
on the drieway appra@hing theVillageHal.

Pleasedispose of youwjlasresponsibly) DO NOT LITTER - take metd/plastic

topsand pagic bags/cardboard boss away with you tdsgoseof or to recle at
home. Thank you.



mailto:fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk
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Mixbury
All Saints
CHURCHWARDENS: Martin Ayres, Northwell Farm, Finmere Tel 07899 792552
Alec Howard, Middlesteadixbury Tel 0128 848295
TREASURER: David Mitchell. 2 Town Farm, Mixbury Tel 01280 84769
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Anna Howard
MAGAZINE CORRESPNDENT:SueGoodman pasgoodman551@gmail.com Tel 01280 848002

Church Sevices

The Church will re-openfor our Easter Sunday Service™April 2021: 9.30am
Pleasebook your placeon 01280 848192 or admin@shelswellparish#s.i

Pop Up Pub Nights in Mixbury

Pop Up Pub Nights are suspended whi
the coronavirus pandemioiggoing.

Al | OQur Y e 8urial thbuly tke ages

Although Mixbury has a story dating back to the Iron Age, and Bronze Age barrows from before that, one
the biggest cipéers in that story has been written around the Church in Mi&babyg in fact that we have
actually drafted two books about it, one covering the period up to 1900 and a second one (less advanced
stage) dealing with the"2thd 21 centuriesOne reason for this is that there is a wealth of written records

aboutal | sorts of different aspects of our <church
for the Shelswell News was about the Vestry, the body which goverimetipatish life between about 1600
and the second half ofthé"t®nt ury. Thi s mont hds article is abo
churchyard.

Have you ever wondered how many people have been buried in your parish? The ansuesido this q
relating to modern times is fairly easy, because there heatelgaérequirement to record burials/deaths since
the early 1'6century, although this was disregarded in many places untittéceittury. Then, in 1644

AD, registers of bagtins marriages and burials were for the first time regulated bydparBamncluding the

need to keep a register in the | egislation for
was substituted by the Commonwealth for the BoGkmmon Prayer) the practice received an imperative
thatithad notprevous !l y had. Mi xburyds records go back t

every decade up to 1900 AD: a total of 1265. By working from the population numbers in ttey Dmvkesd
(1086 AD) and national studies of death rates at that tireenev@g with an estimate for burials in the
churchyard between 1300 AD, when All Saints was built, and 1650 AD: some 1400. And then by &onsultir
century records which, of course laavily affected by the growth in the number of cremations irstielfir

of the 2®% century, we came up with a grand total of about 3,000 deaths/burials since 1300 AD. Most, if not
of the burials would have been in Mixbury churchyard.

But whatabaut times before then? The problem is that because we have nad m@outEion numbers,
estimates become increasingly unreliable. But we do have some information which can help. The first poir
the evidence that points to Mixbury being the s#&elodn Age hillfort: if you have not already done so and
want to readnore about this, log onto the website mixburyhistory.co.uk. The hillfort enterprise would have
required a large amount of central direction, and lots of pairs of hands, so theevelmédd h settlement of
some sort here. We also know that in theAgmand into Roman Britain there were many cremations. The
second point is that we know from the Domesday book that Mixbury had been a Saxon settlement; and fre
records in Rochester ifdury church was managed for a long time for ecclesiastical pyReesdster

di ocese, an arrangement which made the parish a
church: we think the Saxon church may have been in the dwremyard, to the east of All Saints. Christian
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churches in England veemearly all introduced after Augustine arrived around 600 AD with a mission from th
Pope to convert the country to Christianity, which was then largely achieved by 700 AD. W&irity Canss
a requirement for inhumation (burying whole bodies.)

Sohee i s where we have to make some oinformedoé g
was built around 800 AD, and that the population in the village would have liethbreame as in 1086

AD. That would suggest about 450 Saxon burisdxbury churchyard. Prior to that there are other
complications. We have assumed continuous settlement in Mixbury from the Iron age through to Saxon tir
but this might not haveebnthe case. Investigations elsewhere have shown that hillforte quenetliy
abandoned in the | ate I ron Age, althoudahthewe t hi
| ocati on of O&avouldhave/lentit same pesmaneBegtidere is no saying whether the overall
population in and around Mbury remained the same or went up or down. The use of cremation through intc
the early Roman period was largely replaced by inhumation after the Christianisation of Remerd#ut re

in pagan Saxon period (roughly between 450 AD and 700 AD). Thke peaictd from one part of the
Country to another and we dondt have separate f
been is anybodyds guess!

But, assuming thatdlettlement size was on average smaller in this period, thatZamigrnsained the same,
that there was no mass migration away from Mixbury, that death rates were higher before 800 AD, and th:
of deaths were dealt with by cremation, about 10p& peould have been inhumed between 300 BC and 800
AD: and a large ppaortion of the remaining 2200 interred as ashes in buriglhjgalis!only a paper exercise,

but even if the calculation is out by 50% we are still looking at a number not 1666 thWdnetde are they

all?

Although before the advent of Christianitylirbury there is a certain amount of speculation there are severa
important messages to take from the analysis above. First, it is amazing how much change has taken plac
coupleof thousand or even a few hundred years, and although a churchyeereagn a few hundred
graves to which a name can be put now, there ar
there. The ravages of time and necessities cfntrasve agricultural practices will have long disturbed the
remainsofmanyeopl e who died before the churchyard be
will still be hidden out there.

Second, records like the Domesday Book, The Directory for tledWraiship of God, and the arrival of
Augustine provide islands irea ®f uncertainty, and they can be used to help piece together our history. Les
certain but carefully argued points, such as the thought that a hillfort overlooking a river arlodsavg wo

more permanence than fitanding forts which existed mabdgause of their topography, can also play their
part. Piece it all together and we have a window into our yesterdays, sometimes clearer than others. | con
a school of thoughttheay s of hi story oOal ways ask talprecisgansvert i
to that question, o0it is better tfiohypothesi®what i nf
acknowledging that it may not be peHétan to claim igrrarce and not think at all.

Third, history has altered many thinghabwhat we see now is not how something started. Ironically, a
spaceman visiting England in the Bronze age, and then again in 2020 might observe that we have always
cremation athemain way to dispose of bodies. But that would miss the many ahangetice along the way

d inhumation; ashes buried in pottery jars and buried either singly or in communal graves; ashes scatterec
grave pits or on open country; graves markbadrerorial markers of all shapes and sizes; nengaaker at

all; burals with gravgoods for use in the afterlife; and various other practices. Nearly all are founded in the
religious beliefs of the day and so are a testament to how beliefs haderahahgped society itself.

By Bruce Epps
Mixbury Book Exchange

Ther e is a | arge plastic box in the bus shelter
few individuals, theses are for the villagers to exchange a book witytemestread and replace with one of
their own. If you are leavingp@ok whilst the pandemic is on please wrap it in clear plastic labelled with the
date it is placed in the box as after 72 hours any possible germs should have gone. Pledseksihétave
are in good condition and do not use it to get rid ofj@ tarantity of unwanted books. If all goes well perhaps
when the church is-opened the Mixbury Book Exchange can be transferred there. We could do with some
teenager and youngerdigns books being donated.
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Litter Picking

During half term Nicola, George, Fi, Daisy, Ceilidh, Vicky, George and Amelia organised a litter picking se
in the village. They managed to collect about 7 bags full, mainly from the The Old ForgeAdpltoTthey

are hoping to continue with tlaistivity on a regular basis and if anyone would like to help | am sure it would
appreciated. Please contact Nicola Adams or Fi Bairstow for further information. Thank you for your
community reatgear it i tds a g

Mark and Jane Barton:Sadlywve have to say goodbye to Mark and Jane who have lived in Mixbury for a
number of years, they are now off to live in Italy and we will soon be welcoming new owners to No. 37. G
luck Mark and Jane we hope yooyewur new life in the sun.

Flower Boxes:

drive slowly [

Have you noticed the lovely planter 3 : ' MIXBURY p
boxes that have appeared at the entrg g N win: B

to the vilage? These have beenertad
Richard and Henry Adams (materials
donated by Mark Bairstow) and | belie
they are soon to be planteddidixbury
is going todok very inviting with all
these lovely flora displays.

Dog Thefts
Dog thefts are on the rise in all parts of the country, please be more vigilant about your beloved pet by not

letting he/she off the lead to go out of your sight or unattendeddouheysider garden tomhg. The
breeds being targeted are mainly: Staffordshire
Terriers, Pugs and crossbreeds such as: Cockerpoos/labradoodles and puggles. To make things more di
for the thievesnake sure yowlog is microchipped and if unfortunately stolen make them too hot to handle b
sharing posters on social media including as many photos as possible, report your dog as stolen to the po
provide as much detail as possibleere arsome specific Wesites for this purpose to help find lost and

stolen dogs such as doglost.co.uk.

Update re development works to Mixbury Churclifrom Mixbury PCC)

You will have perhaps noticed that the scaffolding hasdrapletely removed from theucbh and ware

very happy to confirm that the planned works to the Chancel and East window are now complete. The
stonework around the stained glass has been substantially replaced and the finished result lookslfantastic
as being structurally sound

The diggng of the French drain around the entire perimeter of the building has also been completed and w
already seeing a positive impact on the damp inside the church. This activity was always goingabanake a
mess of the churchyard andasohavetarted work to put this right. The large area to the north of the church
has already been prepared and seeded and a mixture of more seeding and turfing over the coming weeks
see the whole area of the chyecd recovering by the summer.

Westill ave some masonry repairs to address on the tower but need to raise additional funding before we
start this work towards the back end of this year or duringlB@B2.meantime, we want to focus our efforts

on the second phase of the projtich & aimed at improving the facilities to enable wider use of the church
by the village. We are looking to employ the services of a new &wghitieat! of this together into a

deliverable plan and look forwsrdliscussing the options with thieler conmunity in due coursé&ignificant
funding is already largely in place for this phase and we would hope to be able to make a start at some tin
2021.

Finally, we are very pleased to be ablecjpere the burch for a service on Easter Day%aB@m We will
obviously still be bound by some COVID restrictions but will send out more details in the coming weeks.
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Spring Time around Mixbury

Church Yard Tidy Up

A huge thank you to all thidlagers who offered to help with the majeer@ing and turfing exercises which
have started, but which are also are ongoing.

We have also made a call for help to address the dust and grime inside the church so it is ready for Easte
opening. Thiss quite a task as a result of both building amatkbeing unused for months. The level of
support for both these endeavours is most encouraging.

Volunteering can be a vegyatifying exercise and a great way for those new to the village to meetjpther
0 especially during the enforced absendérad Club!

Many thank&rom Mixbury PCC

Save the date:

Easter Egg Hunt: Sunday 4 April 2021
Mixbury Fete: 4" September 2021
- (Covid restrictions allowing!)
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The Serendipity of Magpies - by Rebecca Ayres

One evening, just earlier this nmpMartin and | were heading back down the yard towards home, when |

gl anced across the | ambing field. Bathed in the
hopping and squhalbing on the new spring grass. | pointed them out to Madinfacourse, we counted them.
Five in totab so we wandered back to the house, happy in the knowledge that silver was on its way.

The following morning, Martin made his way down to thelchilie East Window repairs were complete; the
mason had lefgnd the scaffolding had been removed. Mixbury Church was beginning to look like its old se
again. Martin had one small job to complete before the architect arrivedftmsigime repairsthe large

boards, that had been protecting the lovely o&ltipgiehind the altar from potential damage from the
masonry work, needed to be removed for the final checks. He set about unscrewing them, slowly revealin
fine dark oak of the panels bathe He had barely started the job, when his eye was dvévaih appeared to

be a small keyhole in one of the newly exposed panels. Putting his screwdriver down, he took a closer loc
tapped gently around the panel and found it was not fixedamiés ¥ery carefully, he put his finger in the
keyhole and gdy pulled. The whole panel opened on small brass hinges, revealing a cavity behind. The bz
the cubby hole was stone and tucked away inside was a collection of curious objects. Bmedrgiutiyg,
removed: two pewter flagons, two pewter communtédes, a silver communion flagon and a brass collection
plate. It appeared that a hoard of ancient communion ware had been stashed away, so cunningly that it h:
forgotten and lost to enéhe communicants themselves.

This, in itself, is not an common occurrence. The care and knowledge of the church, and all that it contains
often passed down from vicar to vicar, and more often, to church wardens, brass cleaners and other chure
caetakers, and along the way information can get lost. Bughtnother series of curious coincidences, it
became apparent that the circumstances of Mixbu
being mislaid for so many years.

One norning, quite recently, Reverend Alice received a callrietrachgentleman, Reverend Donald Allan,
who had been the vicar at Mi xbury during the 19
refused to inform him of the whereabauts Mi x b u r Y ce@tlryusilver hTBesladyLiry quastheen

died, and the vicar had to assume that she had taken the knowledge of the whereabouts of the church val
with her to the grave. He had almost given up hope entirely when it was brought to his noticleutitét the
was believed to contain arsecupboard, hidden somewhere in the wooden panelling. With renewed vigour,
embarked upon another thorough search of the church, this time, focussing on tapping every inch of the o
oak panelling. He was eventualyarded with the discovery of adamdpanel behind the altar and inside were,
indeed, a silver chalice and a silver pataving rediscovered them, the articles were carefully logged and sel
away to Christ Church Cathedral for safe keeping. Thd@hainel the altar was replaced ardiowledge of

it was, apparently, all but lost to the collective memory of Mixbury. Forty years and three vicars later, it apj
that not only has the secret closet been rediscovered, but yet again it is frélbasliest. This raises a

multitude & questions. Who put them there and where did they originally come from? Were they placed in
closet after the Communion Ware found by Reverend Donald Allan had been taken away? If so, where he
been stored up tihthat point?

Now, whilst this waagfascinating story, it could not really compete with a global pandemic. Following the
conversation between Reverend Alice and Reverend Donald Allan, communication between the PCC and
Reverend Alice had become incrgasielegated to zoom meetings adl @ith only the most pressing of
issues. Not only was generalchitt somewhat limited, Reverend Alice was also under the impression that tl
items found by Reverend Donald Allan had been safely transferreatiocithe@lkctreasury, and that the PCC
was already aware of the history of the hidden cupboard. The result of which was that the story of the hidd
treasure never got to the ears of either Martin or Alec, the Church Wardens.

And this is why, on the mornititat he walked into Mixbury churolrémove the boarding, Martin was
entirely oblivious to the possibility of hidden treasure. And one must therefore assume that the discovery c
Mi xburyds | ost communion si | v eipityofthehmagpiesd be accr

If yolhave any information relating to the hidden communion ware, | would love to hear from y
ra.ayres@hotmail.com
07789 368207
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The PCC has removed the items to a secutddpeatmhave them valutedl dydsgacialists in the near future, the
results of which will determine how the collection will be permanently housed. The PCC will endesvotir to
any further developments and hopevergunedwith an opportemitihi® ittms once the church is reopened and
lockdown restrictions have been lifted.

Newton Purcell
StMichael and All Angels

CHURCHWARDENS: Annvon MaltzahnHome Farm Shelswell Park Tel 01280 848680
Sophie Crofton, South Lod@helsell Park Tel 01869 277232

TREASURER: Fai Li 4 St. Peter's Close, Stoke Lyne, Bicester, OX27 8RB Tel07725009838

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Sophie Crofton as above

MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Ann von Malahn Tel01280 84868

Church Open Again-

We are delighted to be able to have the church open again on Sundays from-A@D@m.for anyone
wishing to visit for privategyer.

On EASTER SUNDAY we will have a service at 9.30 a.m. and we look tomwedming all who are able
to come but with restrictions still in place PLEASE BOOK YOUR SicGadvance with the benefice office.

Bonus Ball Lotto -
Recent lucky winners have been Hugo von Maltzahn, Michala Pederson and Louis von Maltzahn
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Welcome b Newton Purcell-
We would like to welcome Jodie McKeough who has recently moved in to No 15 Buckingham Road.

Road Closure

Many of you will know that$2 had threatened a road closure of the A4421 in mid. February while they
demolished the old railwaydge. This was postponed until the 2nd half of April but we still await exact dates
For anyone living along this stretch of road we have been assuvéldsyiti have access.

Stoke Lyne
St Peterds
CHURCHWARDEN Christopher PoolETP @oxfordeducational.co.uk Tel 01869 346020
Ali Miller alisonjanemiller@icloud.com Tel 07762 719198
TREASURER: Janey Poole janey@oxforgéducational.co.uk Tel 07810 120457

PARISHSAFEGUARDING OFFICER Emma Brown

MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Rena Andrews Emaiknacyanlim@btirternet.com

PARISH ROOM BOOKINGS :Kelly and James Hold®vhitekholdenwhite @aol.com Tel 01869345211
WEBSITE www.stokelyne.org

St Peterds Church
Services
Pleasesee back page for details of services
The Church is open Saturdays and Sundays 10.00 am till 6.00 pm
Easter Dayservicat 9.30am (Pasdook you placeon 01280 848192 or admin@shelswellparisiogs.i

MothersdDay

Friday the 12th March, Pam Adams and Rena Andrews made 61 spring posies, one to be delivered to eve
in the village, therare pgopl e wh o hav e n familieb & aellrduriaglthisdocktoan amdk atso some
who live alone, it was felt that a little spray of flowers would help to bring a little cheerfulness into their liv
this time. Janey, Kelly and Emma delivlieegoses on Saturday 13th March.

The anazing response on Face book and emails showed that the flowers received were very much appr
and thanked all involved in it.

0Stoke Lyne Rocks

( I talenhé ¢redit for this, theemlseenroanother village g9

The bulbs are stang to sprout and some are in flower, the days are beginnin
to stretch out at last. Hope is on the horizon via the VACCINES but we will al
have to be socially distanced.

How about getting your paints out andlifig a pebble to pdid they could
thenbe placed around the village for us all to try and spot when we are doing c
daily exercise. A great idea for Home Schooling and lessons and also for an
us to spend a while being creative. You could painingnfyttimd what make

you happy, to whé#tis Pandemic has meant to you, any size pebble will do.

S 1t would be lovely to collect them altogether when we are out of Lockdown an
find a suitable place to cement them in as a permanent remembrance ofddvsi] loaelshipsdight and for
the futue generations of Stoke Lynians to understand this extraordinary period of history that we are |
through.

Selina

SPRING
Spring is on the way, with lots of daffodils and spring flowers, tieedwesigre starting to spring te kiith
blackthorn, some trees starting to produce the early blossoms like forsythia etc, and the birds are starting
their nests


mailto:CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:alisonjanemiller@icloud.com
mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:renacyanlion@btinternet.com
mailto:kholdenwhite@aol.com
http://www.stokelyne.org/
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Another sign is the new lambs being born, Kenny and Sammie have some not surg they have had ,
James and Kelhad 12Jacob lambs at the last count but this number changes every day, by the time you re
the magazine | am sure you will see lots of little lambs running about.

Dog walkersplease be aware if there are sheemantis lin the fields where you walkgdogs must be on a
lead, there is also a fox roaming the village that has killed quite a few chickens.

LITTER PICK

A quick note of thanks to the 11 households from Stoke Lyne and Bainton wt
came ng and helped to litter pick around madside vges Thanks too to

the others who either did some picking earlier in the week or were on standby
finish off.

The turnout was great and we finished thé jiie results are piled uptta
end of our garden hedge awaiting collectithreiweek bZDC.

Many thanks again

Elaine Barnes.

Village playing field and community space

The field was giventothé i age by t he Peyton Family who ownec
property in the village, it was to be hel@rirst as a play dmecreation area to be enjoyed by the villagers anc
future generations.

The Parish Council arranged to hakaege machine to cut back a lot of the overgrown hedging and trees, Ju
Adams with some of her workers cleared a lot oféimelres and treaad overgrown ivy to the bottom of the
field where it would be burned, Julie asked for some help in cléztrofglee debris left after the cutting, she
had a few helpers but there is still a lot to be done. | must congratulanehdwishe workedheeling barrow
after barrow to the bottom of the field to be burned this was a mammoth task.

So please if ydwave any spare time can you help to clear up what is left to do as after all this is your comm
space as well as a plag are

Stoke Lyne W.I.
We have met twice since our last meeting in March 2020, we have kept in touch with each other by telep
cads etc.
We are having a committee meeting on Zoom ready for our Annual meeting, this will be a first for us, as
many of oumembers have usZoom before.
Hopefully we will soon be able to meet up again

Stoke Lyne 100 Club

We aralelighted to announce the winners of the Stoke Lyne 100 Club that takes plaéeobedbb fonth:

1 Membership No4 Pam Adams
2 Membership No. 29 Hope Poole
39 Membership Eileen Penhallow

Prize money in April will be in excess of Al@mbership numbesese selling fast. Caatjaney@oxford
educational.co.ukl869 346020 if you would like to join.

Thank you foall those members for your continued support and good luck to all.

Janey Poole
Treasure St Peterd@s Church PC


mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
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Stratton Audley and Godington

St Mary and St Edburga Holy Trinity

CHURCHWARDENS:Jenny Lis Emailjennyalto@gmail.com
Vacancy
TREASURER:Fai Li, 4 St. Peter's Close, Stokes] BicesteX27 8RB  Tel 07725 009838
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Jackie Fox
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Vacant

EASTER DAY SERVICES

TheEaster Day serveavill be at 1amin both Stratton Audley andin Godington. We are reallgoking
forwardto beingback in our churchghbut please note that you will need to book your plaicessrvices
(either mng 01280 848192 or enzlmin@shelswellparisi®.) and you will need to wear a mask.

Stratton Audley and Godington PCC If you would likeo know more please contact either Alidgéemky.

Magazine Correspondenplease contact the Editor direct if you have any news for inclusion.

The Church of St. Mary & St. Edburga

Tiding Up the Churchyard

It is that time of the year when we cautyaoclearance of debris and
cut back wayward branches from the Churchyard ad@atient t
Launton Road

We are planning to carry out the worlSaturday 17th April 2021
commencing at 1@m.

If you are freeve would welcome your heleasecouldyoulet
Anthony Flack knowhat youare coming bgmailinchim at
flack.wine_train@btinternet.com

Dial a Ride Service

Comet operate a delide service for those that require transport for medical or essential sfibppeng.a
cost of 75p per mile whigborks out at under £5 for a round trip into Bicesteighwik cheaper than a taxi
both ways. The service operaesday to Friday between the hours of 10am and pauld anyone require
further information or wish to make a booking please cont&uiet teamon 01865 323201

Litter Picking

It is a greitime to get out and do a bit of litter picking on tmgeseof the roads leading to and from the
village. The Parish Council usually undertake a litter pick in the Spring, but with the segptatised at the
moment a lot of discarded cans, papercardboard is visible particularly on the Stoke Lyrizicaster
Roads.The Parish Council has some litter picking sticks, large waste bags and evenjacketsHor
anyone who fancies brewkinto their daily walks. Please let John Honsinger ikkyou can help and would
like some equipment.


mailto:jennyalto@gmail.com
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The Return of Mitra on Monday Night

Mitra has agreed to return to the village this coming Monday to serve up her delicious Persian foaitl, from :
located at the corner of Bicester Road and Church StreeSh e 6 | | be openi nights,ear |
and serving between 3 & 5.30 pm. Just turn up or text her in advance if you have a larQé4td&64789.

It would be helpful if yobrring your own box or pot to save on plastic waste

Oxcam Expressway Officially Cancelled by Transport Seciaaty
Another piece of good news for many people is the announcement this week that the muchxifendded
Cambridge Express Highway has b#fematly cancelled, by the Transport Secretary.

East West Rail Local Update

There is also welcome news with regard to changes to the road markings of the Stratton Audley Park Roa
where it meets the Ad4ZResidents have continually complained dathgers presented as a result of the

stop lines in the rodzking set back too far when the junction was redesiyyioekl to rectify this is to be
carried by the EWR Hi ghwa gekendloétherf28™ Mareh, attlee sdme imet |
as they are undertaking other remedial works to thdt sfredad. Some disruption can be expected. The full
safety audit report is still to be published.

The Bicester Road that leads to Marsh Gibbonthrerorossroads at Billy Evans farm remainsiaosi

close of business, next Friday. With this exteinsiimd, the works on Stratton Audley Road, Poundon have
been revised. This closure will now be for Saturd@an@Bunday 28/arch.

Stratton Audley Barn
Stratton Audley Barn is now opentiikeaway only, Friday to Sunday 14am Grab a cuppa andke and
enjoy a wallgr cycle

Bicester Motion Scrambled Discount Resident Vouchers

The next Scramble is to be held &6 % of June and neighbourhood discounted tickets are still af@ilable
Sunday '8June. When purchasing you will need t&lyingBrevets into the promo code box which will
immediately allocate a 50% discount. You will be required to input your OX2B goSt&8de and this will
be checked.

https//bicesterheritage.co.uk/tickets/octobscrambldickets/

Passes previously purchased for the January and April scrambles are still valid.

Highways/Bicester Motion improvement on the Buckingham Road
For those who have encountered the road workedutkingham Road near the roundabout with
Ski mmingdi sh Lane and are wondering whatdés goin
These works are programmed to take 12 weeks and will bring about the follefiis dgobtles local
community once completed;
T New Toucan assing on Buckingham Rd (close to Skimmingdish Lane turning).
1 Resurfaced carriageway either side of toucan crossing (to provide high frskiolnsanfice on
crossing approach).
T New uncontred roa crossing points at the roundabout from BicestéipiMacross Buckingham Rd
to The Garden Quarter and from Bicester Motion across

e
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HAPPY EASTER

FREE delivery (10 miles from OX27)
Floral displays in,
Hatboxes. S/M/L/XL
Living vase
Gift boxes
Watering cans
Buckets

..F R S. . $ ;’ Flowers for all occasions

New Born, Birthdays, Graduation, Engagement

_ Weddings, Anniversary, Retirement, Sympathy Tributes
5 ‘\ Ajﬁ(@ . . Colours to suit
- Orders & deliveries 7 day a week

r :De31gned by Steve s

www.flowersdesignedbysteve.co.uk

07929 611 553

Ar{ks fo? ing sm’atlocal Busmes’ses alive 704

b o

Facebook: Flowers.designedbySteve o ‘4'/ -

* € %
> o o ¥ > . A N x 4
‘?‘ f‘lf%‘;*ﬁ: |HotTubStud|o. Zr*;ar;{: >3 ’7‘

~ Serving Oxfordshire &
Surrounding Areas since 2004 ; [ ;
® \s | %
Q ° O3 . \
~ Genuine Jacuzzi® Hot Tubs & %\
Swim Spas ® 0 ® - N K\
a® & ® LN \\\ 7 2
- | 8 &7 N YN
~ 0% Finance Options ' o () o N
Q a & ‘:t ;t ‘ .
., N (4 ‘f engpLne

~ 5% Reviews on TrustPilot

~ Stock Available for Delivery £ ) \\r (/@5@335 7/7/6%7L<

~ Open 7 days a week
- i ‘*;4
"2+« wwWwW.hottubstudio.co.uk -~

A S
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Rotor Motor

Lawn Mower Repairs & Servicing

Usual turnaround, within a week.
Collection can be arranged.

Please contact Robby: 07857 554072
robby@robbyprior.co.uk

GILBERT’S
PLUMBING

A N D HEATING

‘Oil boiler

servicing & repdirs
Did you know, your oil boiler should
be serviced every 12 months?

The benefits to this include:

« Reduces the chance of your boiler breaking down
« Will save you money on your heating bills

« Help protect you from leaking carbon monoxide

« Help your heating oil to last longer

» Reduce the risk of costly boiler repairs/replacement
« Peace of mind your oil boiler is efficient and safe

Call Mark today on: 07834 243780

www.gilbertsplumbing.co.uk

0 www.facebook.com/Gilbertsplumbing

Located in BRACKLEY, Northamptonshire

AWARD-WINNING WEDDING VENUE

Stratton Court Barn offers a wonderful countryside
location, with an intimate feel and a professional, yet
refreshingly friendly, approach. We're here to make sure
you feel relaxed, and enjoy every step of your wedding
planning, from viewing until leaving as newly married.

Planning a wedding or event? We would love to hear all
about it! Please do get in touch on:
T: 07807 645048 (Karin)
E:enquiries@strattoncourtbarn.co.uk
W: www.strattoncourtbarn.co.uk

We are currently recruiting for various seasonal roles
within the venue. Please contact Karin if you would like to
find out more.
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MIDDLE FARM, MIXBURY

SELF-CATERING ACCOMMODATION
Contact Isobel Rymer, tel. 07834042516
www.featherbedcourt.net

Idyllic, peaceful country setting with plenty to see and do; all three spaces are
unique and individual. Each space has a double bed, kitchen, shower room and
seating areas inside and out and internet. Be it a business trip or for pleasure, there
1s plenty of walking and cycling straight from the farm, a perfect place to explore
the Cotswolds and North Oxfordshire.

VICTORIA PRENTIS MP

Meet Victoria:

Victoria holds regular surgeries for constituents

in supermarkets and her office, and visits pubs Constituency:
across North Oxfordshire as part of her Pub Tour. ¢ 01869 233685
Please check the website or call Victoria’s office % Orchard House

: x ) Hopcraft Lane
for more information about upcoming dates. Deddington

0X15 0TD

Victoria Online: Westminster:

"] @victoriaprentis ¢ 0207219 8756

: €\ House of Commons
@ @victoria_prentis London

K1 /victoriaprentis SW1A 0AA

www.victoriaprentis.com victoria.prentis.mp
@parliament.uk

WORKING HARD FOR NORTH OXFORDSHIRE ALL YEAR ROUND
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Audley Hat Hire

A fabulous range of designer
Hats, Fascinators & Hatinators
To suit every occasion

New on-trend styles & colours

Supporting Shelswell Group of Churches
& The Hummingbird Centre

07714 486843
By appointment
Find/Like/support

Sportswear Workwear
Schoolwear Accessories
Suiting PPE

www.rio-group.co.uk

= sales@rioworkwear.co.uk
. 01280 847790
@ Unit 8, Glebe Farm Park,

Turweston, NN13 5JE

BRI Folbw up on pocial media

Amanda Reynolds
Hairdresser

Over3® S| NA Q SHLISNRNSYW
mSyQa | yR OKAf RN,
Including tints, perms and highlights.

Please come to my home or
| cancome to you

Covid safe.
For appointments please call
07801689519 or 01869277670

2l
=

RIO Workwear
(\ Sohutions [td:

RIO Workwear
Solutions Lid.
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RICHARD ADAMS

MAKER OF FINE FURNITURE
& HOME INTERIORS

Bespoke Sofas and Chairs

Co-ordinated Curtains, Blinds &
Soft Furnishings

Re-upholstery

Restoration &
Repair of Antique Furniture
07775 538190 / 01280 847445

richard@richardadamsupholstery.co.uk
www.richardadamsupholstery.co.uk

Established in 1990, we offer a
complete home interior design service

Unit 2, Baynards Trading Estate, Baynards Green, Oxon. OX27 7SR

COLES

BOOKS

Your Local Independent Book Shop

22/23 Crown Walk, Pioneer Square
Bicester OX26 6HY
Tel: 01869 320779
Email: shop@coles-books.co.uk
www.coles-books.co.uk

Free Local Delivery for Bicester & Surrounding Villages

. The Hilton &g

o
5@ for Hounds %%°

Day and night accommodation for
that special dog in your life

Located in the stunning Oxfordshire countryside
between Brackley and Buckingham. Your dog will
have the luxury of being in a family home and all
importantly a safe and happy environment.

| am a 4-star licence holder with over
20 years experience, including dogs with special
needs, such as blind, deaf and epilepsy.
Fully insured with a certificate in dog first aid.

Your dog will have the benefit of being a part of my
family and the run of my large secure garden. They
will have daily walks in the Oxfordshire open
countryside.

Please contact me to discuss all yours and
your dog’s requirements and arrange a visit

Nicola Adams ‘..

07774078799 e

nicolaadams1974@yahoo.co.uk o8 ....
S 9

Intruder Alarms, CCTV, Door Access,
Fire Alarms, Extinguishers and Gate
Automation

24 Hour Service

Contact us for a free quote
Oakpark Alarms Security Services Ltd
Unit 4, Addington Business Park, Addington,
Bucks, MK18 2JX
sales@oakparkalarms.com Tel: 01296 713010

\Oakpark is an ISO 9001 and NSI Gold Accredited Companyj







