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SHELSWELL BENEFICE MISSION STATEMENT
The Shelswell Family of Churches aims to bring people closer to God and to show the love of JedubeChrist an
fellowship of the Holy Spirit to everyone.
MINISTRY TEAM

RECTOR: The Reverend Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT
Telephone: 01280 8481994t rector@shelswellparishes.info (Normal day offd Friday)

BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR : Mrs Becky Adas, c/o The Rectory (as above)dadmin@shelswellparishes.info
Admini stratords nor mal of fice &OUpms: Tuesday, Thurs

CURATE:Revd Yvonne Mullins, 10c St ®MDFchael ds Cl ose, F
Telephone 01869 27808Mailcurate@shelswellparishes.info

ASSOCIATE MINISTER: The Reverend Liz Welters, 1ar8pton Close, Bicester OX26 4FF
Telephone 01869 2494Bmaillizwelters@yahoo.co.uk

LICENSED LAY MINISTER: Mrs Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands Fringford, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 8DF
Telephone: 01869 277310 Emeiielope.wood@btopenworld.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKERJen Iddon Telephon@7368 2408 7Bmail:jeniddoncfw@gmail.com

THE PARISHES ARE PART OF THE DEANERY OF BICESTER AND ISLIP AND THE DORCHESTER
EPISCOPAL AREA OF THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD

HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, HETHE,

Mass: 8 am on Sunday. Occasional 12 noon Traditional Latin Mass.

Weekday Mas8:30 am Monday and Friday

Priest: Very Rev. Canon John Batthigaley House, 12 The CausewayedBer, OX26 6AW.
Telephone: 01869 253277

Website: http://www.holytrinityhethe.co.uk/

SHELSWELL NEWS

Published monthly. To subscribe, contact Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4ATel 01280 848192 Emaidmin@shelswellparishes.info

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES: Rosemary Farmery, 17 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley, Bicester OX27 9BN
Telephone: 01869 277402 Editor@shelswellparishes.info

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: Mrs Becky AdamBenefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road,
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4ATel 01280 848192 Enwmdmin@shelswellparishes.info

SHELSWELL NEWS TREASURER: Mrs Clarissa Brei@mith, Park Cottage, Stratton Audley Park, Bicester
OX27 9AD Tel: 01869 27772Bmail: clarissa@brersmith.uk

Deadlines for thEebruary 202%dition of Shelsweéllews

To Magazine Correspondents: Tuesday 12" January 2021
Correspondents to Editor: Thursday 14" January 2021at editor@shelswellparishes.info

All articles must be submitted in WORD n a format that can be copied and pastedLEASE

www.shelswellparishes.info
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShelswellNews/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShelswellNews/



mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:curate@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:lizwelters@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:penelope.wood@btopenworld.com
mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:editor@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:editor@shelswellparishes.info
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShelswellNews/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShelswellNews/

LUGHT IN THE DARKNESS

Day by dayver theweeksbefore Christmagmore lights and decorationsere
going up in our villageseindeer and lighted snowmelights in trees, on fences
on houses even a projection of Father Christmas and his reindeeidst the
snowflakes. And of course, all those lovely decorated windowsattegiart of the
. Advent Windows initiative. It isfabulous to see thank you, Shelswell villages!

Seeingallth 3> L F2dzyR YeaStT (GKAylthaywg 27F
often hear as part our Christmas Bible readings:

6The light shines in the dar
and the darkness has not overcome it. 6(John 1:5)

The human spirit is irrepressibl@ven amidst all the restrictions that the
pandemic has put imposed on wsen amidsthe longings that many of us
have for things to be different, there are the lights, flashing and flickering a
shining out the message of Christmasiwitness to the fact that we will jolly
well celebrate some how or other, even if we hawedb it in a very different
and much more limited fashion.

God has planted hope deep within us, and it takes an awful lot to overcome
Of course Christians believe thatpe, thatlight, to be embodied in the person
of Jesus Even though humanity has quite a few shortcomings and an amaz
knack of messing things up, God has never given up on us, never abandorés
us. Instead,God chose to become one of us, risked ftagility of human life amidst the dangessd diseases that
were present in first century Palestine as much as they are today. AincRall 8 K NB D2 RQa f A 3IKI
lives!

Some2 ¥ @&2dz KIF @S &Ll SyGodivath S AT (IKKSS YMIR-afiA (2eF A1 SY OK I f
year: knowng his spirit with you giving comfort and support, sensing his guiding hand as you have struggled with
difficult choices bringing you a lightness of being at times when things have felt overwhelming.

For Christians, our hope is not jusy@arning or wéh. Itis based on God a2 RQa T I. Atis KaBetzbny/fite a &
knowledge that God is utterly trustworthy. And so, as we face a very different Christmas and all the uncertainties of
the New Yearwe can do no better than to put our trust in Godiwish you avery Happy New Year! Alice

6Let him who walks in the dark, who has
trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God. (Isaiah 50:10)

O God, our helper and defender,
deliver us in our weakness,
answer our longings

and vindicate our faith,

that we may see your glory

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen




A Reflection on the visit of the Wise Men.

Where do we go from here?

Perhaps this was a question the Wise Men asked after seeing the infa
Jesus. They had come fromdistant land to Jerusalem. They had
followed a star and expected to see a royal child. Now in Bethlehem,
they saw things differently. No doubt, Mary and Joseph shared with
these men their recent experiences and knew God was with them. No
the Magi had to lave eyes of faith to recognise that this child was God
in the flesh.

On 6 January many churches will celebrate Epiphany. On this day we remember the Eastern Men bringing
OEAEO CEEOO O *AO0BO8 4EA xi OA OA BHAtBHS ks Udordiakyab.E A A O
Who could they tell? Not King Herod. They had a dream warning them to return home a different way.

4EAEO OAOOOT OI AZEAITEI EAO OO0OO0OOI O1T AET CO xAO ciETC Ol
experienced. heir lives were now changed. On returning home they faced new circumstances and challenges.
$TA0T 60 OEEO Of 01T A A AE (19 fiehderit Had\a@ectédi all D3 inOrie hdydre 4 E A

another. Where do we go from here? We have celebrated qui OA8 O AEOOEh AOO 11 x xA
previous activities. The festive break is over, and we are returning to changeeery difficult circumstances.

We go into aNew Year that is so different from this time last year. While we might be downcastith all the
upsets around usthere is one thing thathas not changed

It is amighty God! He is our rock. Weanlook to Him in this world of confusion and uncertainty. Perhaps, from
I

now on, we shall be worshipping and serving Him in different ways. S&,E OE OEA AEAIT 1 AT CAO ¢
continually seek His guidance.
40000 ET OEA ,1 O0OA xEOE Al1l Ul 00 EAAKRWI Adkdyodrgathd 11 O
straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
Lester Amanr(Courtesyof ®arish Pumpdwebsite
BIBLE READINGS y=;
= L%

Sunday8January Epiphany Isaiah 60 +6 -

Ephesians 3 v12

Matthew 2 v112
Sunday 0January The Baptism of Christ Isaiah 42 +B

Acts 10 v343

Matthew 3 vl-&nd
Sunday 1f January 2nd Sunday of Epiphany Isaiah 49 ¥

1 Corinthians 1 v@

John 1 v28912
Sunday 2@ January 3d Sunday of Epiphany Isaiah 9 v#4

1 Corinthians 1 v108

Matthew 4 v1-23
Sunday 3LJamary 4h Sundayf Epiphany 1 Kings 17 v86

1 Corinthians 1 viénd
John 2 vi11



Snippets from the FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD Course

During October and November, a group of Benefice villagers met via Zoom. Wesdwasmles aspects of
food! This has focused on what we grow, farm, eat and buy, and how these issues relate to faith.

1. GROWING WELL

We considered the difference growing yourfoashcould make to individuals, families and allotment
communities.Jen, who leche session, used the parable of the wheat and weeds and the parable of the mu:
seed tdelpusreflect on how our faith provides all we need for our own religious growth, and the confidenc
that as with our allotment produce, it will feed a part f cententment

J e n Idogei sawing the tiny seeds, the ones that you have to care for and love, theémwplanttioey are
starting to grow. These are some of the most satisfying things to wathy gidtstment is a very serene,
calming placeof me to reflect on things, chat to God, pray for those less fortunate than me, and have peac
my life among the hustle and bustle of raigiod 0-yearold boydb

Did you know?
1 There areapproximatel@30,00@Iotments in the UK.

1 16 species of earthworm are likely to be found in gardens in Britain

1 There are more microorganisms in one teaspoon of soil than there are peopld/icreaethare
importan for keepinghesoil full of nutrients.

1 @& arrots improve eyesight in the dass a myth put forward by the RAF duringSdeond World Wao
disguise advances in radar technologytfie enemy

Creator God, let your blessings fall upon our seeds and bulbs, our hands and tools, our soil, our gz
allotments. Bless our labour with rain and sunshine, that new life might spring up. Maydour efforts be
providmfood for the hungry, beauty for our souls, and gardens for calm in.our busy world. Am

2. FARMING WELL

We heard via video clips from two local farmers. Many changes had already taken place for them before 1
current pandemic. Brexit will have a hongact on their farming lives. In October 2020 the government
assigne@25 million in grants to help farmers to boost productivity through the latest technology.

Rosemary c demmountryside deeds prdtecting sometimes from itself, because iareadai
bracken is overgrowing and preventing other grasses, crops ane tdeeiseed to widen our tastebuds to a
wider range of items, such as goat/sheep and otheMiglkged to keep food miles down and encourage
communal gardens for vegetablessetthey can be grown and sold lodally.

Did you know?

9 British cows produce 8@esof milk per day. That is enough milk to fill 6000 Olympic swimmirgjmpool
a year.

1 British hens lay 10 billion eggs per year. These eggs are marked with therBmitsk.

1 British farmers have planted 30,000 kms of hedgerows to protect wildlife like birds and insects. This w
stretch from London to Sydney Australia and back!

1 British farmers breed approximately 90 different breeds of cattle.

Lord, hear our prdgr all who work with you in tending and nurturing your createto:atijpst atho striv
this time of fpated change; those afraid for their future; those struggling to survive; all whose livel
existence is under threat. May theyrlpresence and be conscious of the help that you bring, and may
hope for their future. Amen.

NextmonthdEat i ng Well and Buying Well &

Liz Welters


https://www.nsalg.org.uk/allotment-info/brief-history-of-allotments/
http://www.freepubquiz.co.uk/world-war-two-quiz.html

Thoughts on Resolutions to 0BL
What things do you consider when you siyogt from cost and convenience?

| am regularly driving past Supermarkets which makes it very convenient for me to enjoy the benefits o
| ower cost courtesy of their conglomerate buyi
shoppingeven when | make a trip to the-@n of which | am a member.

My own commitment to O0Buy Well &6 began small, a
eating more than my fair share of the ration, and to buy only meat products th&h blene@®PCA certified.

It was pure logic that moved me to decide to buy only free range eggs and | also became a life membe!
Humane Sl aughter Associati on wh o # gou eabmettor fishsyow C
should join too.

When Lily was born and | became part of the new mummies cohort, there was much talk about the long
health benefits from the 6épurityd of organic f
are benefits also for the environmentlands eek out organic fruit and
more costly but is that because the priceofnrongani ¢ produce does notd ac
in monetary terms but also in impacts on the envirordnehits prodution? Indeed, should we rather be
having a conversation about whether local organic farming, with its lower yields, is sustainable in the con
a world food market where producing enough for everyone is a major concern. Often the factors involv
your own decision making are less than straight forward; for example | have never ventured to join an o
box scheme because | was never entirely convinced that the carbon footprint produced by driving aroul
countryside to deliver those boxes ustffipble.

Environment al and ecol ogi cal awareness IS now
modern parl ance. The indignation of the young:
resources is beginning to filtemapds. | have seen pictures of acres of rainforest laid bare, or given over
regimented rows of palm trees, so | check food labels for sustainable palm oil and | look for recycled
products with a Forest Stewardship Council logo. | am a recemt tbhaenboo paper produdsspecially
anything in paper packaging. Fun advertising s
modern sanitation in developing countries, pgets
products only to take them home in a plastic wrap. Even certain Supermarkets are now committing to ren
plastic wrapping from their own brand loo roll.

There is burgeoning public awareness of the environmental impact of our love affair eyithupltsit
impact is not news. As a child | recall the excitement of taking your own container to the new Supermar
order to fill it up with, for example, cornflakes from the big hopper. Waitrose has been bringing this sy
back, but they are notaking a trail. Bodyshop has been offering a refill service for theimadcruelty
products for years, and now other suppliers are beginning to follow suit. We have a local initiative o
doorstep at Bicester Green where you can purchase doetesgierds by filling up your own containers in

which take them home. And itodés getting easier
can replace cling fil m, paper bags ar eoretnegetthe as
ancestral Tupperware collection from the back of the cupboard.

I made another O6Buy Well d decision in support.
during lockdown, with a range of groceries and, of course, milk gless an infinitely recyclable material.
Cream, yogurt and juice in glass is also avail

household detergents in refillable glass bottles.

Environmental awareness is rising up theideanaking agenda, and | begin to wonder how far behind it lies
the consideration of the wages and working conditions of growers and producers. Bringing this to the f
among the aims of Fairtrade | nt eltgeta socia, r@homic dnth e
environmental standards for the farmers, workers and companies within the scheme, and guarantees pay
the Fairtrade Minimum Price and an additional Fairtrade Premium to invest in business or community pr
of the commn i t i e s Bhe Eahtade d-eundation is its UK member, established in 1992 by CAFOIL
Christian Aid, Oxfam, Traidcraft, Global Justice Now, and the WI. Currently its membership includes son
social and faith organisations and discerning shoppensisedts work through its licensing of the Fairtrade

mar k. You can find Fairtrade | ogodd products o
other social organisations have been running their own local Fairtrade shops and staifedos.many
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| used to run one myself, touring Shelswell group services once a month and buying stock from Traidcraft
buy from them onlind a way of shopping that many more of us have begun to engage with since last Mar
and | appreciate the caey go to with their catalogue in including articles on all their suppliers.

| am, perhaps, not your regular High Street sho
| fit shopping trips in with another necessary journey. Havingl aHop that | can walk or cycle to has been
great over the yead$iardwick Farm Shop, Muddy Duck Farm Shbpt it is more costly; | can counter that
by factoring in the time and cost to travel to a Supermarket to buy the equivalent product. Hadwever,
Obottom I ined is always there. And what i f you
to the internet and can place an order to be delivered to your door?

I't cannot be deni ed t-higher gality emeapand fishyarganicpriodude busing itha
Milkman, going Fair Traded s, wel fare and environmental consi
Principled shopping is all very well when you are not hungry with only a few pence in your pocke

But how does O6buying well &, with all these ethi

Genesid28an®?9 tell s us of God creating mankind to 01
and cares for their kingdadrenvironmentally argbciallyd and is conscious of their legacy. We should think
of ourselves as Ostewardsdo rather than O6rul ers?o
very encouraging that many large companies now have these concermswrathpeida, alongside traditional

dividends to their sharehol der s. Such concerns
yogurt brigaded or Extinction Rebellion. As a
and her 0. Fair trade is founded on Christian pr
the <cl osest t hat my Obuying welld can get me .

behaviour | can change the bits thatdract with.
Flora Skinner

Our link with Wulu, South Sudan

So whatdés been happening in Wulu al/ these mo nt

- the good news is that Wulu has not been affected as y
the virus. Bishop Zachariah is praying for us and our
protection.

- the oxenpurchased with our donations, have continued
thrive and the women continue to look after them very
Joe and | braved a visit to the Amal Bank in Shepherds
in October and successfully transferred our next donati
600 USD. (This was dimeJune, so rather delayed). ThlSi
will enable a further two oxen to be purchased. % :

- although news of it was overshadowed by the pandemic
year has seen devastating floods along the White Nile in
South Sudan. Heavy rains caused the rivers to ovhdio ‘ !
dykes and banks. Lakes State, which includes Wulu County was one of the most badly affected, &

many people were displaced temporarily from
but they are receiving some help with this. Yoweeahe flood waters around the simsim crop in the
photograph.

- Bishop Zachariah has been studying in St Joh
has had papers on O6African Christian Thisol og
looking forward to returning to Wulu for Christmas, assuming he is able to sort out travel arrangeme



- Philip Kau has had to resign from his post as Wulu Diocese Developmend O&ozrrse the
Diocese is very new, it has little in the way afinesoand is unable to pay its staff. He is now working
for the Ministry of Health as an anaesthetist in the nearby town of Cueibet (nearby means probably
about five hours of driving down the most horrendously potholed dirt roads). However heaeports tt
he is happy, and he continues to support the

- In the April edition of the Shelswell News, | told you of the link that we were hoping to establish
between the girls primary school in Wulu and the children at Finnoele Selly the pandemic
brought this to a hafthe teachers have needed to put all their energies into working in a Covid safe
way and as you are aware fund raising of any sort has been very difficult. Hopefully we can pick u
link in the New Year

- we too have been able to do little in the way of fundraising for the ox plough project, but some very
generous donations were received towards this at HarvedtAamie you. If you would like to make
a donation, either pop some cash or a chequeimane | ope mar ked 6Ox Pl ou
member of the ministry team, or contact Jeremy Coke Smyth for details about how to make an onlii
donation jcs@pcsd.co.)ik 01869 278233)

Please do continuettoo | d Wul u, Bi shop Zechariah, the women
and the Girls Primary School in your prayers.
Alice Goodall

ZOOM SOCIAL

At presentwe continuethe Zoom Coffee Morning on Tuesdays at 10.45 grand the quizession on
Wednesdays, 1.30n - a bit of a chat and a light hearted quiz

Anyone is welcome to join in the sessions, A lovely way to keep connected and have a bit of a catch up!

For details of how to join, please contact Alice, Yvonne @mlezvill sad you the link to the meeting and if
needs be, talk you through how to get onto Zoom.

And the good news is, we can have loads more people than 6 on Zoom, from as many households as yoL

SCHOOLS AND PLAYGROUPS CONTACT DETAIL S

FINMERE CHURCH of ENG LAND (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL, Mere Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AR
HEAD TEACHER Caroline Tucker Tel 01280 848459

Email:office.3090@finmere.oxon.sch.uk

Website: www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk

FRINGFORD CHURC H of ENGLAND (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL, The Green, Fringford, Bicester, Oxon OX27 9DY
HEAD TEACHER Mr Franco Pastore Tel 01869 277397

FINMERE SCHOOL TODDLER GROUP
Friday mornings term time from 9.0G&fi.00am in school.
Cost £1.00 per family  ContactEmily Chandle®1280 848459

SHELSWELL and FRINGFORD PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
c/o Fringford Primary School, The Green, Fringford, Bicester, Oxon OX27 9DY
Contact: Mrs Shirley King Tel 01869 278687

HETHE STAY & PLAY GROUP
Friday mornings term time from 10.0@&bi.45am at the Village Hall.
Cost £1.50 per child and £1 per additional sibling Contact: Rachel Richards 07949 298708

LITTLE LAMBS TODDLERS - STRATTON AUDLEY CHURCH
We d n e s d adyld moonIT€rm Mime jeniddoncfw@gmail.com



mailto:jcs@pcsd.co.uk
mailto:office.3090@finmere.oxon.sch.uk

Muddy Church
Wondering while Wandering

Tight in the Daskness

e

“Sunday, tgth January 2020
3 pm Stoke “Iyne Churchyard

Muddy Chunch is» open to all ages and stages of life!
Come and enjoy time togethen exploning creation.



10
Finmere C EPrimary School

Willow Class Nativity scene and Christmas portraits

Children in Willow class enjoyed creating the Nativity scene figures as part of the Finmere Advent window
The scene was displayed at Finmere ChurcH'@e2dmber for the carol, Se@Hying in a bed of straw

(Calypso Carol).

Primary school admissiong) September 2021

Whilst we are unable to hold any Open Days at the moment, we can still welcome visitors, in a planned ar
way . I f you are interested in joining ouwffcesnchoo

01280 848459 or via office.3090@finmere.oxon.sch.uk



Finmere C.E

Primary School
Challenging all to Shine

« Village school setting with strong links to
the wider community
« Small class sizes
« Wide ranging curriculum
« Wonderful outdoor surroundings
« Wraparound care
« Ofsted Good 2018
« SIAMS Outstanding 2016
ePart of The Warriner Multi-Academy Trust
« Welcoming children from Bicester,

Buckingham and Brackley

Please contact us to arrange
a visit.
We look forward to
welcoming you soon.

@ office.3090@finmere.oxon.sch.uk

@ 01280 848459

www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk
@ Mere Road, Finmere, MK18 4AR
o @FinmereCEPrimary

o 4

warriner

@ DIOCESE OF -
g t)xmnusume OXFORD W Wz%
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Fringford C of E
Primary School

Open Mornings

If you are considering our school for your child

next September - why not drop in and see us.

Please call or email the school office for more

information and to book your visit.

Ofsted Good 2017
SIAMS Outstanding 2018

Small Reception class
Beautiful outside space
Dedicated staff and well behaved pupils
Children welcome from all surrounding areas

01869 277397
office.3083@fringford.oxon.sch.uk
www.fringford.oxon.sch.uk

Ofsted & v (ﬁﬁ%} ﬁ»

~ Healthy School

Good School
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Fringford School- Christingles

On Friday 11 December we celebraféulistingles. Each class walk
down to the church for their own service in their class bubbles.

The school courichad prepared the oranges which were kindly dor ~ &%¢
by Mrs Harris and made each child their own Christingle bag fille.
oranges, cocktail sticksarshmallowand raisins.

Christingles originated in the Moravian Church in Germany in the midni8ti wden the ministers gave
children a lighted candiih a red ribbon. Today Christingle services are held throughout the country an
promoted by The Childrends Society, which raise

We begn by lighting our Advent Wreath and reading passages from the Bible from the North, South, Eas
West sections of the church and declared that:

We come from the East.

We come from the West.

We come from the North.

We come from the South.

God invitesus all

And no one is shut out.
We then began to create our Christingles step by step, starting with the oran
represents the world that God created, the red ribbon representing Jesus love f
his sacrifice, the cocktails sticks represehgngetisons of the year and the generos
God and finally the light, representing Jesus the Light of the World.

We listened to a variety of songs to help us reflect on the various parts of the Christingle and their meanit
ended by turning off dhe lights and enjoying a dance of celebration with our Christingles shining out!

End of Term

We are fast approaching the end of term and we have a lot of excited children ready for the festive

break! The children worked their socks off to put together their individual pastotir Christmas

t NERAzOUA2Y ® LOX 1 D&NE &2PRISNFIHANBS & (2 adl NI GKSE
by our Christingle Services and Christmas lunch.

As our families know only too well, it has beepaaticularly busy time for schools this term. We are
especially grateful for all those acts of kindness our families have regularly shown us. Kathleen Dawe (An
YR 9faASQ& 3INIYYRY2GKSNL NBOSydte 3l @S tiukidwed NB y
6SQ@S it 0SSY FRYANRYINXIWSNNEE SeASO KILY 3 INENESIZRKA ()
Christmas Production from poor lighting and wobbly camera work! FoFS have regularly surpassed even
their impeccably high standards and raiseglyrastounding sums of money for the school. Their Christmas
Raffle raised £1300 alone. Thank you to all our friends and families who regularly contribute to these
SgSyitad C2C{Qa FdzyRNI}IAaAy3d KI a NBOSYy (i fastifulwildwS A {
fence and gate to our new Forest School area. Staff are also extremely grateful to Nick and Jenni Blyton f
the log stools in our Forest School.

Our Year 3 and 4 Choirs from Woodpecker Class, with the musical assistance of Mrs Bipigieated in

the Oxford University Music Society community virtual musical Advent calendar, who are raising money fo
Homeless OxfordshiréMiore information can be found here

https://ww w.justgiving.com/fundraising/OUMGSutreachincluding the link to watch the videos.

Christmas wishes to all our friends and families,
All at Fringford C of E Primary School


https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/OUMS-Outreach
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REGISTRY

This section will announce any baptisms, maraiaddsnerals that have recently taken place within
the Shelswell benefice

Christenings
If you would like to talk about a christening, please do get in touch.
Alice (01280 848192¢ctor@shelswellpsines.infp

Marriages

Thomas Gwillym and Nicola Gloria Lepper
Saturday"5December 2020

We all held our breath to see if Lockdown 2.0 would actually be liftéd on 2
December, or whether Tom and Nijlcyadsafys weddi ng h
but thankfully &was well!

It's a little bit funny

Tom and Nicola met at Buckingham Rugby &thky both play rugby, but This feeling inside
on this occasion Nicola was behind the bar. One thing led to another ameh not one of those who can
they got engaged on Christmas day lash eewla had tonsilitis at the timg Easily hide

butnonethelass sai d O6yes?d. An essent i|ddontbpeaucimongy f on N
be that they would be &tn peovetidealyjoButéoyildide her f ath
suited, his jokes being of a similar quality! 'd buy a big house where

We both could live.
Even the weather smiled on them as their immediate family rBofgl frie | So excuse me forgetting
gathered at Finmere Church on Saturd@ebember. There were many | But these things | do
more people that the couple had wanted to invite, and it must have bee@%fye forgotten if
di fficult whittling the party dfo %querb'ue The
decorated the church beauljfuand all the candles were lit, including exdr ”y""ay e thing Is
. . . . . hat | really mean,

ones on the windowsills. Weddings during the pandemic present extra

. , Yours are the sweetest eyes
challenges, but Tom and Nicola had risen to these and everyone had | e ever seen
matching deep red face coverihgsry smart! And you can tell everybody

It had been rumouredahthere was likely to be a late start to the cere’ina [y'S IS your song

apparently the brideds father wja may é];itggs’r']rgplleBUF hils

. . he that
sisters had followed in his footstdmit in this case, the rumours proved|il c\:\ée 30u don't mind

founded and everyone was on time. Nicola aamthe church to | hope you don't mind

Pachel bel ds Canon i ndhBrgood fBemkeHethiea [dThat | puOdowh ih iodse s maji d
Di x and Tombés four year ol d da u|gHowtwenderfuliteis c e . Sa
be stood down in order to stay within the restricted numbers, but she gahwv you're in the world

to the clurch gate to cheer Nicola on. If I was a sculptor

) But then again no
Ni cola and Tom had chosen two h|yondgsl whbfaked potisnt i€ N

the world I god and 6Sing hosan|naardelingshdvh ey had
1 Corinthians 13, that wonderful passage about love, readdy Na 6 s | Ikiowitts eormuch but
st

~ ~

Sophie,andRuth1: 4@ 7 read by Tomds si plrt "Gat 0¢8n. Tlh e
register was witnessed by the Blest Man, Tombdsl b
Caitlyn, with ElIlie Gouldingds O6Your Songd pl y

Unusually,thecpul € processed out to Dwayne Johnsodthisi nc
was planned as a surprise for Aités one of her favourite songs, and she loves to dance to it with her dad.

The wedding party enjoyed a sit down meal at Hillriianm, Shalstone (substantial enough to be
accompanied by a drop of alcohol or two), before Nicola and Tom went off to Cornwall for the week. We \
them every happiness in their new life together.


mailto:rector@shelswellparishes.info
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Obituaries

Michael John WILKINS  1945- 202

Mick died on 1November, and his funeral took place in Fringford ChurchBadcmber. The family
prepared the following tribute:

oMick, as he preferred to be called, was born"ajubé 1945 at Barking Hospital during the end ofthe 2
World War. In his early years he grew up with his adopted parents and siblings in llford. This being a
preference to being sent as a child to Australia

During his teens he spent most of his time with his best friend John Willis who sadly, due to the Covid
restrctions and distance, could not be here today. His stories of their childhood were colourful and depicte
little rascals that they were, especially their practical joking.

In his early years Mick chose to go into the Army and joined RteN®RByal Eleirical and Mechanical
EngineersAfter serving his time, and back in Essedehmled to work on the Buses. After a while, however,
he felt the need to do something a bit more rewarding, and so he embarked on a career for almost 20 yea
Parameditor the London Ambulance Service.

During this time, through working with Mickds s
happily married. They continued to live in London before moving to the Colchester area.

Mick and Sue enjoyecethdogs and spending holidays in the Norfolk area, in particular Great Yarmouth. Or
of Mickds greatest past times was his | ove of R
spend hours in contact with various other Radio Callers ther@@obe, and was often in deep conversations
with many people at one time. Capping his excitement was the honour of being given his own Call Sign.

However, over the last few years Mick was not enjoying good health. He had diabetes, and l@®adhithg isst
sadly lost both legs. He and Sue decided to move to Fringford a few years back so that they could be clo
Sueds family, and they were rewarded by having

More recently, Mick®&s heal tehtimaimhospithleandksadlyomntidtl9 n g ;
November he passed peacefully avéay

Mick will be greatly missed by Sue and all his family and friends.

Joe WICKENS 1952- 2020

SadlyJoedied in the Horton Hospital onRlovember. He had lived inifigford all his life and was well

known and liked. His funeral was held in Fringford ChurcH"ddet@mber. Because of the Covid

restrictions numbers attending had to be limited. But villagers lined the route of the hearse as it travelled
to thechurch, and after the funeral gathered on the cricket field (Joe had been a keen cricketer) to lay flow
and mark his passing.

At the Funeral Service, Joeds daughter Louisa p

00WDo not worry | swibdteltodadrayglong asthis speechasabe@use lat us be honest wt
given the chance he would baffle on.

Dad was born and raised here in Fringford, with his brothers Mick, lan, Ray, Kevin, Neil, Shaun, and his ¢
Carol. He would often tell m@ges of what they would all get up to and how much they would wind up, or
more to the point, he would wind up his dad. Dad always had a mischievous side, my favourite story of his
when nan had chickens and he was worried they would be cold sthenhakp set the chickens on fire!
When caught doing this he just stood there and
the coal fire from a young age! My dad often spoke fondly of his brothers and was always proud of how cl
they all are as a family, he would do anything for any of them, as he knew they would do the same. Dad d
a favourite person though and I dm sorry to my u
in every day, he got his baking @aking skills from her.
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Unfortunately, as much as he was al ways wearing
biggest thing dad got from her was her |l ooks an
relationsip with his nephews as they all loved sport like he did. He would watch their games and support 1
t he s i dléavé aspeeial dention for Stuart as | know he valued your relationship and enjoyed ever
moment he had with you, you are a massiveogas life and | know how much he loves you mate.

From growing up in Fringford and playing sports dad developed great friendships that stood the test of tin
and | know how much he valued each and every friendship, so to all of his friends hemaekgaayfor
supporting him throughout the last 50+ years, | know how much he enjoyed seeing you all especially in th
for a few pints!

As much as dad enjoyed socialising at the Butchers Arms he also worked very hard. He would work a full
aspare part Gordinator then straight out onto the cricket field working to keep the ground the beautiful gre
| al ways remember, though to him this wasndt wa
me and my cousins and take ushertriactor with him and always let us drive! | remember this as the best thi
in the world being underage driving a tractor.
of spending more time with us, which we all enjoyed.

| know | have only Dbriefly touched on dadds I|ife |
daughter Lisa, he then went on to have me at 3
while but we rebuilt our relationship anddss stronger than ever. He walked me down the aisle and w
actually danced together for the first time as
the dancefl oor and 1 086d wal k of f ! I ilethews jushhdgpy tona

have our relationshipHe has three granddaughters Sophia, Grace and Rebecca who he would beam at
pride every time he saw them, he admired each of their traits and was so proud to be a grampy. My dad
my hero,yebhe i s stubborn, and sometimes fiery but hi
put others first before himself. Up until his last days he was making jokes and lapping up the attention fro
nurses, until he was getting in troublehforing a fag out of the hospital ward window! But that is my dad
always doing life his way.

Again | want to thank each and every on
the man he was, and | know if these were nonrmalacimst ances we woul
people he knew and who would of wanted to be here with us.

f you
t be

ot O

e
dn

Dad you raised me to be strdhgsand tbe beardaisnl
t o do annmg gaotibgettdysbuts bbwe iyou dad, | love you more today than yesterday but less the
tomorrow. O

CLUB NEWS
Due to the current Coronavirus protective restrictions many events are

cancelled for the time being:
Please watch this space.

KNIT FOR PEACE

The photo shows a very small selection of the items knitted for knit for peace. The chari
" would like to say a big thank you to everyone who made a contribution. The amount of
| knitting that Marion passed on was fantastic.

Any further contributions toe left at 2 Church Close, Fringford. Please ring Marion
Crowther on 01869 277404 prior to dropping anything off.




18

i | SHELSWELL WALKERS
g p ) ,Ii Please take your daily exercise but keep safe aretheapendedistances from

- otherse speci al | yaths and ightsicswa. f oot p
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SHELSWELL GARDEN CLUB ‘

On Tuesday "8December we held another Zoom club meeting with 17 members att®udisgeaker
wasTony RussellHis careewith plantsandgardendegann 1978whenhejoinedthe ForestryCommssionin
SnowdoniaHe later moved to theWestonbirt Arboretum in Gloucestershire where his work
helpedmakeWestonbirthethird mostvisitedgardenn UK (afterKew Gardensandthe RHSGardenWisley).
Tony left Westonbirtin 2003andis now widelyregardedasone of Britain'sleadingauthoritieson treesand
shrubsHe haspresentedardeningyorticulturabndcountrysidgprogrammesor both TV andradio,including
GardenerQuestion Timeas well as writing for numerousnewspapersHe has now returred to live in
Snowdoniandhasrecentlywrittenabookon the gardensf Wales.

His talk lookad at the wonderfulgarden®f WalesHe took aninterestingapproachaskingusto think it was
latespring,earlysummerandwe werewanderingroundthesegadenswith him. He took usthroughseasonal,
gardensupportingdifferentconstructiondike castleor naturalfeaturedike ravinegardensind gardenghat
reflectedperiodsof history;Victorianand GeorgianHe alsoexplainedvhy therewassucha variey of plants
ableto grow in WalesNot only becausef the climateand influenceof the Gulf Streamon this western
seaboarthut alsotheimpactof southwesterlygalesandexcessiveoisture.

It wasa fascinatingwhirlwindtour of this areasupportedby beautifulphotos.Membersagreedhat we hada
lot to look forwardto, planningto visitthesegarden# thefuture.

The nextZoom meetingwill takeplaceon Tuesdayl2" Januarat 7.30pm. Pip Bensleya seniorRHSjudge)
will be divulgingsecretaboutthe ChelsedlowerShow.An emailwill be sentout beforethe meetingo give
youthe Zoom link, soif youdo not receivethe club emailspleaseagive Corrinea callon 018692474110 be
addedo theemaillist.

Thecommitteesendyoutheirbestwishesfor 2021!

SHELSWELL POETRY APPRECIATIO N GROUP

We are still not able to meet, so here is a list sent in by individual members rather than poems discussed
meeting. The poems recommended have themes of New Year, the month of January and its weather:
To the New Yeatby W.S. Merwin Good Riddance, But What NowBy Ogden Nash;Promiseby Jackie
Kay, London Snovby Robert Bridges Ring Out, Wild Bellsby Alfred Lord Tennyson; January 1939

by Dylan Thomas,January Jumps Abousy George BarkerJanuary Morningby William Carlos Williagns
Orchard Trees, Januarpy Richard Wilbur;New Year Exhilarationand New Year Songboth by Ted
Hughes, and/nprofitable Pieces of Landby Molly Holden.

If YOU would like to recommend any poems relatifiggbruary, they will be very welcome. Just send the title
and poetds name to me by phone or via my email
printed at the front of the January Shelswell News. Judith Harvey

01869 811994 angudith.harvey@live.co.uk
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SHELSWELL READING GROUP

Once again, Zoom and a wethpped outdoor meeting stood in for the more traditional event in December, ¢
thanks to Jane Bissonage for 6hostingd the se

The book under discussion was O6Plot 2906 by All a
garden in Denmark he comes to terms with his childhood and his feelings of hurt and loss. As he tends hi:
plants he gradually unravels theteny®f his parentage and mulls over the effects that foster parents and
chaotic early lives had on him and his beloved brother. Gardening helps him to start healing and gives hin
positive goals, so the book otaseasyuraad buhooe whichtrdisasrots a
of important issues.

Here are some books recommended by members of the group from their private reading:

Forty Rules of Love by Elif Shafak; No Picnic on Mount Kenya by Felice Benuzzi; The Autobiography of
Andre Agassi ; Qutrun by Amy Liptrot; A Shepher
Moran; Lady in Waiting by Anne Glenconner; Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle; The Dry by Jane Harpet
The Man Who Saw Everything by Deborah Levy; Siiadow King by Maaza Mengiste; The Dutch House by
Ann Patchett;

The next meeting is on Januafydt47.30, and unless things have changed radically, will be a mixture of Zoo

and outside session. The book scehdo soenn Qdsy sGsCiurscoe G
mai n character being the enchantress Circe, who
wellwr i tt en as Pat Barkerds retelling of the Troy

We realise that new memlemes unlikely to come along whilst the virus holds sway, but if you do want to join
in, contact me on 01869 811994 qudith.harvey@live.co.uk

theWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

As we head into the New Year, are Ipoking to widen your friendship circle, learn
some new skills and be entertained by a range of interesting speakers? Then make 2021 the year you
joining the VShesweldssa mbders aind fooware thinking WI, oufriendly members
encompass a wide range of ages and professional backgrounds.

Our meetings are held on tirst Thursday of the month at 8 pm.We hope at some stage to be able to
resume our usual meetings in the lovely venue of Fringford Village Hall, when some afethie pan
restrictions have eased. For now though, our monthly meetings will continue to be virtual ones.

Our December meeting wagestive Paper Crafting sessionun over Zoom byrofessional artist Leila
Khasal from London.Lei | ads s e s snddaealightiuly £ntegainmg as iLailaadlso shared with us
someof her personal stories of family life during 2020. All on the call ended the evening with some p
Christmas decorations plus some more really lovely crafting ideas to try out. Thesspopulas attended by
21 WI members including guests from some of our

As usual, there was some protected time too for our Shelswell WI business and for our members to ca
with each other. The WIs democratic model means that every masn@esay in our national campaigns and
every resolution idea comes directly from the members themselves.

During the December meeting, members were asked to consider which one of the five resolutions tha
reached the national shortlist they wak&ltb put forward for 2021. The two most popular campaign ideas
selected nationally will then be debated in detail at our National WI AGM at the Royal Albert Hall in the
summer of 2021.


mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
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The five resolutions we asked members to vote on were;

A callto increase awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian cancer.
Stop women dying prematurely from coronary heart disease.
Tackling Racism and Inequality.

Protecting your nature space to create wildlife friendly communities.
Stop the destruction of peat bgs to tackle climate change.

We also had a toast at the end of our meeting when we wished for a happy and healthy 2021 for all
members and their families. It was a lively and fun evening.

Events coming up;

During our7" Januarymeeting, we wibe Learning how to play the Spoons with Percussionist Jo May
over Zoom. You can either join in our just watch, it sounds like a bit of a giggle. All members will need tc
in are some spoons, although our speaker Jo has suggested plastic spogestlaagrbée fingers.

February 4" will be our AGM via Zoom for members only, where we hope to have a guest speaker, detail:
follow.

March 4" at 8 pm: Tangle Doodleswith Graeme Gettingsvia Zoom. We are privileged to have OFWI
Trustee Graeme girag her fabulous Tangle Dooddes | | youd |l | need ar e. some
April: 1* at 8pm Life asa Prison Officer with Pauline Martindaled learn what really goes on inside with a
humorous and informative talk from a very experiencecspEgdin planned to be held via Zoom.

We have also been able to offer some daytime walks, always staying within government guidelines. The
been greatly enjoyed by all of those taking part. There is also our Shelswell Coffee Club, too wh
temprarily more of a virtual coffee at present. One of our current national WI Campaigns is about allevi
loneliness so we are always looking for new ways to reach out to others.

For more information about Shelswell WI, please do contdesident,Jane Lyonson 07761 030276.

Nai 6s House
Suicide preventionand holistic mental health - for up to 30yearolds
Enormoughanksto TanyaBezuidenhoutfor herkindnessandgenerositywhois
letting ususeKidzZone,15/16 CrownWalk, Bicester, OX26 6HY, till theycanonce
againopenfor business.

We will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday for those with appointments afaor available
appointments outside these hodftease contact us on 07437 497697 or contact email is
hello@naishouse.co.aid appointments can be made via our Facebook page @naishousebicester.

Sadly we cawot offer a drop in service at the moment and parent support is now offered remotely.

In line with covidl9 guidance we would ask that all guests wear masks when visiting, we have masks, gloy
hand sanitiser if needed.

We will be closed for the fiest season from 4pm 24th December and reopen at 12 noon 4th January
Nai's House is a Community Interest Company registered with Companies House: 11158730

Nai's House is a certified member of Social Enterfyise
Registered Address: Stable Yard, Vicarage Road, Stony Stratford, MK11 1BN



https://www.google.com/maps/search/15%2F16+Crown+Walk,+Bicester,+OX26+6HY?entry=gmail&source=g
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REPORTS FROM THE PARISHES

Cottisford and Juniper Hill

St Mary the Virgin
CHURCHWARDEN: Charles Jackson, Cottisford House, Cottisford Tel 01280 848247
TREASJRER David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Judith Harvey, Lark Rise Cottage, Junigemiilijudith.harvey@live.co.uk

COTTISFORD AND JUNIPE R HILL SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Well, what a year we had in 2020! Our first planned event of the year, a coffee morning, had to be cancell
we went on from there.

If we need the snow plough to be called out this winter we know we have theren@iged on standby in

the bank. Letds hope, though, that it can stay
Hereds hoping we have a better year in 2021, va
person.

A Happy New Year to All.

ADVENT WINDOWS

Thank you to everye who participated in Advent Windows in Cottisford and Hardwick. Based on Christma:
cards, these creative and magical pictures which were displayed in various windows, brightened up the tw
villages. We all enjoyed looking out for the latest windowne@wggy day. It was a thoroughly worthwhile and
rewarding way of adding some warmth and colour to our rather grey days. Jane Birnage.

The Parish Giving Schemé Cottisford & Hardwick PCC
The pandemic hit church finangesyhard in 2020. A reduced rtuen ofchurchservices, that could only be
held with limited numbers and our inability to hold-farging events has meant a significant drop in income.

Howeverthe PCC for Cottisford and Hardwick must continue to find ar&a6¢d00 every year to eothe

costs of clergy, buildings insurance, electricity, and other routine expkmglitoeh bearing in mind, that

the Church of England receives no funding from government or indeed any other sources. Each local chu
community is directly regmible for raising all its own funds.

Currently, the PCC relies on a relatively small number of individuals and organisations, who make regular
often very generous donations. But we do need more people to help out. It would make such i afference
many people as possible would comnmmitaking a regular donatitanthe church. As little &5, or even £10

a month would malareal difference.

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which enables you to give by direcveigbit.
straight forward and simple to use. You can choose how much to give and héwmoftiy, quarterly or
yearly. If you are a UK taxpayer, the scheme automatically claims the gift aid on your donation, adding
the value of your donatidfor example, if you donate £10 a month, the church will receive an additional £2
from HMRC,; if you donate £20 a month, the church will receive an additional £5. You can also choose to
your donation to increase annually with inflation.

Please caact maf you wish taeceive more information abdlie Parish Giving Scheme

David Barnes

Treasurer- Cottisford and Hardwick Parochial Church Council

Tel: 01869 277690

Email:david.l.barnes@outlook.cm
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Finmere
St Michael and All Angels

CHURCHWARDEN: Vacancy
TREASURER:Jacqueline Chelin, 19 Valley Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4BG Tel 01280 847782
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Paul Nash Email: paan63@yahoo.co.uk Tel 01280 848268

Village Hall

The Village Hall is back open again, however all usagmrmust
line with current COVID guidelines.

HappyNew Year

Allotments

Happy New Year to all. Get planning for your new growing season.

. The Poor 8ds P olist fomadomment @lots indhe wilage.t i n
There is a possibility that a few plots may become available shortly, so ¢
aspiring allotment users should visit

www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot

Need some locaklp
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/documents/corona/communitynetworks. pdf
Village facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/

Shelswell Parishes websi@watvw.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
Finmere Parish Council websité atvw.finmerepc.org

Village hall news @&www.myfinmere.com

Finmere Primary Schoakww.finmere.oxon.sch.uk



http://www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/documents/corona/communitynetworks.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
http://www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk/
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Fringford
St Michael and All Angels
CHURCHWARDEN: John May 10 Church Close, Fringford Tel 01869 278873
TREASURER: Christina McCullagh,&Grosslands, Fringford Tel07867 515207
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands, Fringford Tel 01869 277310
VILLAGE HALL CORRESPONDENT: Christine Underad Tel 01869 278949

WEBSTE  www.fringford.info

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, SERVICES & EVENTS

St Michae&and All Angels is open every ttayprivate prayer Please take care to keep social distancing and
observe good hygienieor details of seices throughout the Benefice in Januathedmack covesf this
magazine, or the Church Notice Board.

Subject to Covid regulations, the services in Fringford will be as follows:
1 17" January Holy Communion at 10.00am

Please note that it will k& necessary to book a place ahy serviced ring the Benefice Office on 01280
848192 or emaddmin@shelswellchurches.infoAlso Masks must be worn, and singing is not
permitted.

O Muddy @haliageslrdSunday"” Januarat 3.00pm in Stoke Lyne Churchyisbdok your places
by emailingdmin@shelswellparishes.ivitsap up warmly!

During January tHgenefice is livetreamingia Facebook Raily Reflective ®rviceat5pm up toland
including)Epiphary on ' Januanyf youwould like advice on how to watch the service, please get in touch
with Yvonne on 01869 278090.

Fringford Advent Windows 2020

Many thanks to everyone who O6openedd6 a window.
see them all. They will probably still be open for a bit in January so do go alodkawreck up drail
leafletfrom the church porch, or from outside 8 Crosslands.

Fund-raising Initiatives
For Saled Bags of Kindling

5 Kilos- £5.00

3 kilos- £3.00
In aid of Fringford Church Restoration Fund.
Contact Simon Knigtfemail addressimon.knight2@btinternet.com
or mobile 07598 104444).

Greetings Cards
Packs ofgreeting cards (6 cards for £3javailable for purchase They feature 6 photographs of the
church both in and outside. RingChristina McCullagh on 07867 515207

Fringford 100 Club
After discussions, the plan now is for Fringford PCC and the Friends of Fringford School to combine their
efforts to run a 100 Club. The profits would be shared equally between them
Please adact Christina McCullagh on 07867 515@0fairther information.

And hopefully - A Beer Festival on 19 June 2021


http://www.fringford.info/
mailto:admin@shelswellchurches.info
mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:simon.knight2@btinternet.com
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SUPPORT DURING THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS

On-going support is still available. If you need some helpdleasé® t h e s i Rrirgtorel Friermls, ¢ 0 n |
Neighbourhood Support Group:

1 Telephone:07704 756840
T Emailneighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info

TojointheWwh at 6 s App Mut udalngS wpp cerna ie@Grdodugy us @f o heé [Erin
above.

FRINGFORD VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING
Still not able to meet. Sorry! Soon, hopefully. Penny Wood

THE BUTCHEROS ARMS
To find out the | atest Simmwiaemaibyeloig2009@ywahoo.bkerr 6 s Ar
mobile; 07850 415188\lternatively, contact Stuart on 07952 445468.

Hardwick
St Mary the Virgin
CHURCHWARDENS:John Curtis, Sycamore House, Hardwick Tel 01869 277984
David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690
TREASURER: David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690

MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Veronica Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690
WEBSITE:http://hardwickvillage.btc.co.uk

HARDWICK CHURCH IS OPEN DAILY

From Sunday 1st November, St Maryds Church, Har
day between 10 am until 4 pm.

To keep you safe, please follow the guidelines below:

Please maintain sociatati€ing if more than one person is on the church at any tim
Please use the hand sanitizing gel provided on entering and leaving the church.

Please feel free to use the prayer cards and sheets. If you do, please DO NOT return them to the table b
them with you. More will be provided for oth@idANK YOU

The Presentation Window

This monthds piece describing one of the featur
staineeflass window is in the south wall of the chancel, ddiadka altar. It depicts the scene described in
Lukeds gos peil9) ihehchietbaby Jestis isitakendy?his parents Tethgle in Jerusaldm

be presented oO0to the Lord©o¢.

In accordance with Jewish custom, Jesus, asharfirboywas taken to be presented on the fortietrafiay
his birth forty days being the required period of purification after giving birth for new mothers under Jev
law.

The window depicts Mary and Joseph lookingsahe old man Simeongjast and dewtd man holds the
baby Jesus in his arms. He believed that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah. He then spe
words of the canticle, now known asNlb@c Dimitis whi ch opens oLord, now |
i n peacundDimitti s eegulrly used as part of the Anglican service of Evensong
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Thiswindow isone of a pair in the chancel, on either side of thedathcated télenry Howard, theecond
Earl of Effingham This one was installedhigchildren, aftehis death aged 88,1889 just ten years after the
completion of the restoration and extensiddastiwickChurch that he paid for entirely from his own pocket.

The Feast of thBresentation of Christ in the Temple is celebrated in both the AaglicRoman Catholic
churches, usually ar around2™ February. The event was also reflected in dneeprevalent custom
of churching new mothers fortgys after the birth of a child.

The Feast of thBresentation of Christ in the Temple is also kas®@andlemas, when traditionally, candles
would be brought to church to be bledsedheir usedr the rest of the yeaCandles also remind us that

Christ is the Light of the World, intheo r ds o f t h e ighutomlighted thenGentiemdio be 6 a |
the Glory of thy people Israel.

Hardwick churchwill be open every ddyam todpm, during the winter monthfr private prayer and
contemplationPlease do vidiv view thePresentation wdow and the other staingthss.

ADVENT WINDOWS

Thank you to everyone who participated in Advent Windows in Cottisford and Hardwick. Based on Christrr
cards, these creative and magical pictures which were displayed in various windows, brightened up the tw
villages. We all enjoyed looking out for thetlai@dow to open every day. It was a thoroughly worthwhile and
rewarding way of adding some warmth and colour to our rather grey days. Jane Birnage.
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The Parish Giving Schem@ Cottisford & Hardwick PCC
The pandemic hit church finangesyhard in 20. A reduced numberdaffurchservices, that could only be
held with limited numbers and our inability to hold-farging events has meant a significant drop in income.

Howeverthe PCC for Cottisford and Hardwick must continue to find ar8a6¢D@ every year to cover the
costs of clergy, buildings insurance, electricity, and other routine expkmglitoeh bearing in mind, that

the Church of England receives no funding from government or indeed any other sources. Each local chu
communiy is directly responsible for raising all its own fuddsently, the PCC relies on a relatively small
number of individuals and organisations, who make regular, and often very generous donations. But we c
need more people to help out. It would nzaiah a difference if as many people as possible would commit to
making a regular donatimnthe church. As little &8, or even £10a month would makereal difference.

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which enables ydoy tirgistedebit. It is very
straight forward and simple to use. You can choose how much to give and héwmoftiy, quarterly or
yearly. If you are a UK taxpayer, the scheme automatically claims the gift aid on your donation, adding -
the valuef your donation. For example, if you donate £10 a month, the church will receive an additional £
from HMRC,; if you donate £20 a month, the church will receive an additional £5. You can also choose to
your donation to increase annually withtiofia

Please contact niieyou wish taeceive more information abdlie Parish Giving Scheme
David Barnes

Treasurer- Cottisford and Hardwick Parochial Church Council

Tel: 01869 277690

Email:david.l.barnes@outlook.com

CORONAVIRUS COMMUNITY SUPPORT

FROM ST MARY0S CHURCH, HARDWI |CK
The Rector, Ministry Team and church members in Hardwick are concerned to offer whatever help and su
they can to those facing an anxious and difficult time in tieuatg weeks ahead.
We are unable to offer medical advice or come into your home if this involves risk of infection to you|or ott
but otherwise we will do whatever we can to help.
Please call or email:
David Barnes (Churchwarden) 01869 27 dé9@l.l.barnes@outlook.com
Revd Alice Goodall (Rector) 01280 848&8@r@shelswellparishes.info

Hethe
St Edmund and St George
CHURCHWARDEN Flora SkinneEox Hollow, 2 Hardwick Road, Hethe Tel 01869 277366
TREASURER: Mike Green, Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe Tel 01869 278166
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Mike Greenas above Tel 01869 7166

WEBSITE: www.hethe.org

News from St Edmund & St George Churcl& Community Activity

If you have any news or a local event to publicise, please send the details to me, where possible with a pt
and if suitable I will add them t o sitee Xhe deaddinefoh 6 s
this publication is on Page 2.

Many thanks, Mike.


mailto:david.l.barnes@outlook.com
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ST EDMUND & ST GEORGE CHURCH

Photo dated 1911

Church Funds & Regular Giving

Thank you to everyone who contributed to PCC funds to meet the running costs of the chelpbdated h

fund the porch repairs in 2020. This year we look forward to repairing the window in the west end of the n
This is believed to be the oldest window in the church and was originally in the chancel. The work will ent
removal of the windower repair by specialists and refurbishment of the surrounding stonework. We will ke
you informed of progress.

You may contribute regularly to general funds by direct debit through the Parish Givingo&assmdone

0333 002 1271. This line isropéonday to Friday, between 9.00am and 5.00pm. You will need to have you
bank account details, our church/parish name (Hethe St Edmund & St George) and our PGS parish code
(270627041) to hand.

For oneoff and regular donations without setting up atdiedst we have an dime giving page which can be
accessed through our village web site under St Edmund & St George/Fund Raising.

For other ways of contributing to the running costs of the church, please contact
hethepccsecretary@outlook.com

Church Open

At the time of writing this article, the church was still open on Sundays from 10.00am to 6.00pm for private prayer a
meditation. Sanitising spray and gel are available, and we ask thaspisgbsscel distancing regulations.
Cushions, kneelers, hymn books and all items in the book club have been removed for hygiene reasons a
similarly, some areas of the building have been cordoned off. We ask that visitors respect these efforts to
any possibility of cross infection.

Again, at the time of writing this article, we cannot say when regular services will recommence in the chur
will publicise them as soon as possible in the New Year.

Many thanks to Flora for the reorganisatitimmthe church and regular cleaning.


mailto:hethepccsecretary@outlook.com

28
100 Club

St Edmund & Draws are taking during the Shelswell Quiz on the second Wednesday of the mor
- l— St George V1a Zoom.
‘UE - There are still plenty of numbers if you wish to join!

Results of the 24draw held on Wednesddy®cembe 2020

Ml

1st Prize No 29 Margaret John
2nd Prize No 17 Helen Wood
3rd Prize No 19 Mary McCorqguodale

Eco Church

Our aim is to turn part of the churchyard into a natural, flowery space, to encourage wildlife and make it m
attractive and interesting fasitors. Our longerm vision is to preserve the churchyard as a special, sacred
place, remembering that if we turn it entirely over to nature, we forget the work of past generations who ce
for it and we could impede access to graves anddoiranlurials.

The Action Plan

1. Write an accessible document on how to look after the churchyard for wildlife.

2. Seek advice from local wildlife trusts.

3. Map the site and start to fill in what we know and what we find out about plants, animals and built
features.

4, Plan what we want to do and how we will manage the site. Talk to people and reach an agreement
management.

5. Inform people about the plans and invite them to become involved.

6. Review the plan. Is it working? Check to see how priadsieald how people feel about it.

The first area is the part of the graveyard at the front (south
end) of the church to the west of the footpath. The second

e 1 area is the part of the graveyard immediately behind the churcf
e 0 ﬁ (north end). Signs will beected. It would be good to involve
i Muddy Church and local families/children making bug hotels,

Lj ﬁmrj etc. If you would like to be involved in any way (practical,
’ guidance or funding) please let us know.

Thank you to our Volunteers

Many thanks to the volwdrs who work so hard to make our
church a special place in the community. They undertake varied roles from helping to maintain the churct
to church cleaning, to providing flowers, to being members of thid@ee thanked for their contributions

HETHE COMMUNITY ACTIVITY
Village Hall
With restrictions changing so often, please contact the booking secfgti@nnen@hotmail.co.&r
availability.

Remember to visit the village web siteHgtte Village Hall Facebook page to see the proposed changes to t
hall.
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SECon Adventure Playground
x \9/_, " The playground on the village playing field off the Hardwick Road was open at the time of
?S © | writing this article. Please follow the instructions on the gatesring bringing your own
LS 3‘ wipes and taking litter home.

Recycling

The bottle bank is still open and is being monitored and emptied’here are threglass recycling banks
available for clear, green and brown bottles on the driveway approachingetit¢alillag

Please dispose of your glass respoddiilyNOT LITTER - take metal/plastic tops and plastic
bags/cardboard boxes away with you to dispose of or to recycle at home. Thank you.

Village History

The following is an kRebdrlaxtJdhommMOoTaRrc

oHet he owes its first beginnings to t
kingfishers, of otters and yellow irises, which flows through the middle of the parish
join a tributary of the Great Ouse which forms eldihs s out her n bou
hundred yards west of Fringford Bridge. In the Middle Ages it was calle

Wundedbrook, but is now generally ref:
along the valley of this brook afforded easy cultivatiomatedi settlement when the
l and on the hild top, where most of t

days it was still virgin forest, used only for timber and pannage (pasture for pigs).

OWe know there was c oneaidutiegrtte Bloeze Age byt theenomeber tof raumd
barrows (burial mounds) which can still be traced in the fields by aerial photography. In 1975, which
particularly good year for aerial photography, a number of new prehistoric sites were found Madeth
notably the remains of a Bronze Age buri al mo u

The Story of Het he was printed 50 years ago.
Archaeologist, of Vine Cottage, Hethe, who directeddfugidal research; Mrs Linda Rowley who typed the
manuscript; the Allen family, the Fathers family and Mansfield family of Hethe who provided many histc
photographs and much valuable information; Miss Beryl Gammon and Miss Jacqueline Sergeatedvho e
the cover design of St Georgeds shield and the

As far as | know there are no spare copies of this publication in the village. If there is sufficient intere:s
could consider a reprint.

It would be good to involvedal families/children making bug hotels, Etpou would like to be involved in
any way (practical, guidance or funding) please let us know.

Next PCC Meeting Monday 18' January 2021 at 7.30pm
Mixbury
All Saints
CHURCHWARDENS: Martin Ayse Northwell Farm, Finmere Tel 07899 792552
Alec Howard, Middlestead, Mixbury Tel 01280 848295
TREASURER: David Mitchell. 2 Town Fam, Mixbury Tel 01280 84769
MAGAZINE CORRESPNDENT:SueGoodman pasgoodman551@gmail.com Tel 01280 848002

Church Servies

The Church remains closed, but see deta#swtegactual andnling) on the back page of the magazine.



