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SHELSWELL BENEFICE MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Shelswell Family of Churches aims to bring people closer to God and to show the love of Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit to everyone. 

 
 

MINISTRY TEAM  
 

RECTOR: The Reverend Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT 
Telephone: 01280 848192 Email rector@shelswellparishes.info                     (Normal day off ð Friday) 
 
BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR : Mrs Becky Adams, c/o The Rectory (as above) Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
Administratorõs normal office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00 am ð 1.00 pm 
 
CURATE: Revd Yvonne Mullins, 10c St Michaelõs Close, Fringford, Bicester OX27 8DF 
Telephone 01869 278090  Email curate@shelswellparishes.info  
 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER: The Reverend Liz Welters, 19 Scampton Close, Bicester OX26 4FF 
Telephone 01869 249481 Email lizwelters@yahoo.co.uk 
 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER: Mrs Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands Fringford, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 8DF 
Telephone: 01869 277310 Email penelope.wood@btopenworld.com 

 
 
THE PARISHES ARE PART OF THE DEANERY OF BICESTER AND ISLIP AND THE DORCHESTER 
EPISCOPAL AREA OF THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD  
 
HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, HETHE,  
Mass: 8 am on Sunday.   Occasional 12 noon Traditional Latin Mass. 
Weekday Mass: 9.30 am Monday and Friday 
Priest: Very Rev. Canon John Batthula, Henley House, 12 The Causeway, Bicester, OX26 6AW. 
Telephone: 01869 253277 
Website: http://www.holytrinityhethe.co.uk/ 
 
SHELSWELL NEWS 
 
Published monthly. To subscribe, contact Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, 
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
 
EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES: Rosemary Farmery, 17 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley, Bicester OX27 9BN  
Telephone: 01869 277402   Email editor@shelswellparishes.info  
 
ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, 
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS TREASURER:  Phillip Rushforth, 7 Chinalls Close, Finmere, Buckingham, MK18 4BQ 
Tel: 01280 848534  Emaili prfinmere@btinternet.com 

 
Deadlines for the November 2021  edition of Shelswell News 
To Magazine Correspondents:     Tuesday     12 October  2021 
Correspondents to Editor:      Thursday   14 October 2021    at editor@shelswellparishes.info 
 
All articles must be submitted in WORD in a format that can be copied and pasted PLEASE 

www.shelswellparishes.info 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShelswellNews/ 
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Ministers Letter 
 

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY  

Did you miss it?  Never mind - the good news is that in our group of parishes, every Sunday is ôBack to Churchõ 
Sunday! 

We get out of the habit of church-going for all sorts of reasons ð holidays, illness, family commitments, sporting 
fixtures, and for the last 18 months, Covid-19 restrictions and anxieties.  Like any habit, once youõve lost it, it 
can be hard to get back into it.   ôBack to churchõ Sunday began in the UK in 2004 in Manchester and was taken 
up by churches across the country as a means of encouraging us to get back in the habit of going to church.   
So to spur you on, here are some good reasons for going to church: 
 

V Community ð it is good to be reminded that we are part of something bigger 

V Worship ð putting the time aside to worship God refreshes and renews us.  It gives us a sense of 

calmness and readiness for the coming week.    

V Growing ð church gives time for reflection, for learning more about ourselves and about our faith. 

V Food and chat ð several churches are starting to serve refreshments once again after the service, a great 

way to catch up with folk.   And there are some great bakers in our churches! 

V Singing ð evidence suggests that singing is good for our physical and mental health 

V Encourage the ministry team ð it can take hours to prepare a service, write a talk, and check everything is 

in order.  You being there is a real encouragement to the person leading! 

V Building ð our church buildings are beautiful quiet spaces where you can feel the prayerful presence of 

people across the centuries. 

V Good for your children - church going can teach children to value God and give them a sense of 
belonging. 

V Good for you ð evidence suggests that people who attend church regularly have better mental health and 

tend to live longer! 

There are lots of good opportunities coming up, special services that can give you that extra incentive to come 
along again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Remembrance Sunday ς always poignant, 
and especially so this year in the light of 
events in Afghanistan  
 

Climate Sunday ς 31st October ς to 
focus our thougƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
changing climate and our response to it 
 
 



4 
 

Anxieties? 

¶ Most of our churches are big enough that, especially on a normal Sunday, you can sit away from other 

people 

¶ We understand if for the time being you do not wish to receive communion but rest assured that the 

ministry team are doing everything they can to reduce risk around this. 

¶ We encourage people to wear masks as they move around the church.  It is at your discretion whether you 

keep it on once seated. 

¶ Refreshments are as covid safe as we can make them, and it is okay to say ônoõ 

Phone me if you have concerns, but we would love to see you, even if youõve not be in church for yearsé.!                        
Alice Goodall      01280 848192 
 
 
 
 

BIBLE READINGS  
 
Sunday 3rd October  18th Sunday after Trinity Genesis 2 v18-24 
  Hebrews 1 v1-4 and 2 v5-12 
                                                   Mark 10 v2-16 
 
Sunday 10th October 19th Sunday after Trinity Amos 5 v6,7 and 10-15 
  Hebrews 4 v12-end  
  Mark 10 v17-31 
 
Sunday 17th October 20th Sunday after Trinity Isaiah 53 v4-end 
   Hebrews 5 v1-10 
   Mark 10 v35-45 
 
Sunday 24th October Bible Sunday Isaiah 55 v1-11 
   2 Timothy 3 v14 ð 4 v5 
   John 5 v36b-end 
 
Sunday 31st October All Saints Sunday Isaiah 25 v6-9 
  Revelation 21 v1-6a 
                                                   John 11 v32-44 
 
(Note: Alternative readings may be used at the various Harvest Festivals which take place this month. 

These will be advised individually by those taking the services) 

 
 

 
 

 

SHELSWELL BENEFICE CHOIR  
 
The Choir is back in operation again.  We meet at 7.30pm each Tuesday in Stoke Lyne Church.  We sing at 
Benefice services, and usually one service of Evensong a month. Weõd love more people to join ð all voices, and 
tenors would be especially welcome!  Come along any Tuesday evening to give it a try.  If youõd like to have a 
chat beforehand, ring Penny on 01869-277310.  
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It was the best week of the 

summer holidays! 

 
 

 
Over the course of the week Monday 
26th July to Friday 30st July, over 
thirty children enjoyed taking part in 

Lighthouse Shelswell, our Christian holiday club providing a week of 
fun activities for children.   And it was fabulous fun!   
 
Through a range of activities we explored the theme of HOPE, 
thinking about Noah, David, the Good Samaritan, the Last 
Supper and the Resurrection.  New friends were made, and 
there was much singing and dancing, craft activities, sport and 
drama games.   Sadly we didnõt get any photos of some of our 
volunteers covered in flour, but they were very messy!  At the 
end of the week, everyone was exhausted but already looking 
forward to next year!   
 
Many thanks to our wonderful volunteers who worked really hard to 
ensure that the children had a great time, to Finmere School for 
allowing us to use their premises, and to all those whose generous 
donations made the whole thing possible: our parents, Tusmore Park 
Estate, Finders Keepers, A&P Blake Forestry Services and 
Oxfordshire County Council (Cllr. Ian Corkinõs Priority Fund). 
 
And if you want to make sure you donõt miss next yearõs Lighthouse, 
get the dates in your diary now! Monday 25th ð Friday 29th July. 
 
Alice Goodall 
rector@shelswellparishes.info / 01280 848192 
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

mailto:rector@shelswellparishes.info
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¶ Do you feel itôs too late to prevent the climate crisis from causing even worse catastrophes? 

¶ Do you feel optimistic that positive change can come, especially for the  

worldôs poorest and most vulnerable people, if action is taken? 

¶ Are you unconcerned about climate change? 

 
To focus our thoughts on the worldõs changing climate  
and our responses to it we are holding a Benefice-wide 

Climate Sunday Service of Holy Communion  

on 31st October 11am at Stratton Audley Church 

The 26th UN Climate Conference will be held in Glasgow from 31 October to 12 November 2021.  

Heads of state, climate experts and campaigners from the countries which are part of the UNôs  

climate change treaty will  discuss how to keep temperature rises below dangerous levels.   

What Young People Say About the Issues: 

òWe are the last generation that can end climate change. We can and we will.ó Khishigjargal, 24, Mongolia. 

òThe sea is swallowing villages, eating away at shorelines, withering crops. Relocation of people ... cries over loved ones,  
dying of hunger and thirst. It's catastrophic. It's sad ... but it's real.ó Timoci, 14, Fiji. 

òYou might think that we are too young to know about the risks and realities of climate change.  
But we see its effects in our daily lives.ó Gertrude, 16, Tanzania. 

òPeople seem to think this is an issue that can be solved another time, but there is no other time.ó Zoe, 14. 

òMost older people do not feel the urgency young people do about global warming.ó Axelle Kiambi, 17. 

 

 

OX PLOUGH PROJECT ð THANK YOU  

At the Cream Tea in Hethe Village Hall on 28th August we raised £257.20 for the project in South Sudan. Many 

thanks for the generous donations from those who came along and those who helped. An enjoy  able time was 

had by all.  

We pledged to send £500 every 6 months for 3 years. Our 5th payment will be transferred to the project in 

October, with the final payment being made early next year. John Juma, the Wulu Diocesan Secretary says,  

òOur purchased bulls are fine and progressing in the farm 

and this year we had not enough rain so pray for the farm.ó 

 

Please pray for the health of the women and oxen - and for rain - that there will be a  

good harvest, and none will go hungry. 

 

Next year we will continue to support the Wulu Diocese for a further 3 years, this  

time helping to fund school materials and sports materials for the Girlsõ Primary School. 
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Monthly Mid -Week Service of Holy Communion  

followed by Lunch 

The first Service and Lunch will be on Thursday 7th October  

at 12 noon in Stoke Lyne Church 

The following ones will be on the first Thursday of the Month  

N.B. The live-streamed reflections on Thursdays will stop at the end of September.  

We do hope you will be able to come to these live events for worship and fellowship.  

If you would like a lift or more information, please contact Liz, Yvonne or Alice. 

 
 

 

REGISTRY 
This section will announce any baptisms, marriages and funerals that have recently taken place within 

the Shelswell benefice 

 
 
Baptisms  
 
Harrison James BRUMBY  
1 August 2021 at St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley.  
 
It was a lovely sunny day and guests of Adam 
and Tanya Brumby were greeted by a beautiful 
poster at the entrance to the church 
announcing Harrisonõs Baptism.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Friends and family filled the church ð and Harrison was joined by 
about 23 other children including his sister Abigail, making it a very 
festive occasion!  
 

To enable appropriate social distancing the service was held at 12.30pm 
so that all family and friends who wanted to, could attend. The family 
had chosen two hymns Heõs got the whole world in his hands and One more 
step along the world we go ð both very appropriate as we marked this stage 
of Harrisonõs journey of faith. Harrisonõs Grandad Noel read òA poem 
for Parentsó to us and we were also treated to a wonderful rendition of 
Pie Jesu by Harrisonõs cousin.  
Harrisonõs godparents are Samantha Jane Barker, Sarah Newynskyj, 
Stuart Newynskyj and Annie Brumby.  

 
During the service everyone wrote prayers on Luggage tags, which will be kept and may be read to Harrison at 
different stages of his lifeõs journey. Harrison will be presented with them during a service at Stratton Audley. 
Family and friends went on to celebrate together at  Chesterton Hotel. 
We pray that Harrison would know Godõs love and presence with him as continues his journey of faith.  
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Joseph Francis NAYLOR  
15 August 2021 at St Michael and All Angels, Fringford. 

 
Katie and Mark Naylor of Fringford brought Joey 
and all his family and friends to celebrate his 
Baptism as part of the 11am Sunday service on the 
15th August. The church was full and Mark and Katie 
had chosen to include the hymn All things bright 
and beautiful alongside the other hymns chosen 
which were Tell out my soul the greatness of the 
Lord and Be Thou my vision. Joeyõs aunty Ruth read 
the reading which was Luke 1: 46-55, the account of 
Mary visiting her cousin Elizabeth, including what 
we sometimes call Maryõs song or The Magnificat. 
We thought about the ways that God encourages us 
through our interactions with others and then 

everyone took time to write a prayer for Joseph.  
 

Surrounded by his parents and godparents Ruth 
Naylor, Rachael Bishop, Harry Grabham and 
Nicola Forrest, Joey watched as his godfather 
Harry poured the water into the font and he was 
then baptised.  
John Mayo, Fringford Churchwarden, presented 
Joey with a Bible on behalf of the Benefice and he 
also received his Baptism candle which his 
godfather Harry had lit from the Pascal Candle.  
After a week of rather dodgy weather, thankfully 
the sun shone and friends and family could gather 
in the Naylorõs garden for the Christening Party.  
We pray that Joey would grow up secure in the 
knowledge that God is always with him on his 
journey through life.  
 
 
 

Marriages  
 
Thomas Alexander Lindsay STEELE and Caroline Mary McCORQUODALE  
CORRECTION  
Saturday 31st July 2021 ð Mixbury Church 
With apologies to the families, we incorrectly put ôFergusõ as the brideõs father.  This should, of course, 
have been Hamish McCorquodale 
 
 
Jonathan Francis Leslie WALTON and Molly Charlotte MANSFIELD 
Saturday 21st August 2021   St Edmund and St George, Hethe 

The weather was looking slightly dodgy, so rather than walking from Manor Farm as originally planned, the 
bride sensibly accepted the offer of a lift up to church.  As it was, the weather more or less held off until 
towards the end of the service.    This was the first wedding to be held at St Edmund and St George since 
lockdown, and everything had been tidied, cleaned and polished.  The church was beautifully decorated in 
greenery with white flowers, and smelt lovely.  And Molly and Jonnyõs family and friends were delighted to fill 
the pews and enjoy this special day with them. 
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One of the long line of Mansfields, Molly was born and grew up in Hethe.   Her parents and many of her 
extended family still live locally.   Molly and Jonny were pleased to be able to move back to Manor Farm just 
shortly before the wedding.  Prior to that, they had been living in Emmer Green, Reading, where Molly worked 
as a teacher, and Jonny as an athlete, part of the GB Rowing team until just recently when he hung up his oars.  
Molly and Jonny met back in 2013, and were engaged in 2017 with a view to being married last August.  
However with persisting restrictions the wedding was delayed until this August.   

 
Molly entered the church on her dad Philipõs arm to a recording of ôI Giorniõ by Ludovic Einaudi.  The couple 
had chosen three hymns ôWe plough the fields and scatterõ, ôI vow to thee, my countryõ and ôGive me joy in my 
heartõ.  Pam Morgan played the organ and also rang the bell at the end of the service.  There were two readings; 
Song of Solomon which was read by John Lynn, and a passage by Robert Fulgham called ôUnionõ which was 
read by Joe, Dora and Archie Mansfield.    The signing of the marriage document was witnessed by Mollyõs 
sister Dora and the best man Joe Brewin. 

The couple left the church to ôThis will beõ by Benny Martin.  They had hoped to loiter for photographs and 
confetti throwing, but it was bucketing down so everyone hightailed it back to Manor Farm for the wedding 
reception ð which was under cover! 

We wish them every happiness in their married life together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Robert CORBETT and Melanie Jayne CADLE 
Thursday 26th August 2021 ð St Mary the Virgin, Cottisford 

Tom and Mel have known each other for about nine years since they met through friends.  They then both 
found themselves working for GK Jones in Hethe making eco-logs ð Tom was Melõs boss, and apparently a 
good one too.  And after a few months, they became a couple.   

They had a really romantic engagement whilst away on a short break Dorset.  Tom was well prepared, having 
already asked Melõs dad for permission.  He had the engagement ring in his pocket, having early on in their 
relationship made a mental note of Melõs ring size.  And he had managed to subtly suss out that Mel would 
rather see a sunrise than a sunset.   So the next morning he hurried her up the hill side where, to the background 
of the view and the sunrise he proposed.  And thankfully Mel said ôyesõ.   

Union 
Robert Fulgham 
You have known each other from the first glance of acquaintance to this point of commitment.  At 
some point, you decided to marry.  From that moment of yes, indeed, you have been making 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǿŀȅΩΦ 
All of those conversations that were held in a car, of over a meal, or during long walks ς all those 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ άL ǿƛƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭέ 
ŀƴŘ άǿŜ ǿƛƭƭέ ς all those laǘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ άǎƻƳŜŘŀȅέ ŀƴŘ άǎƻƳŜƘƻǿέ ŀƴŘ άƳŀȅōŜέ ς 
and all those promises that are unspoken matters of the heart.  All these common things and 
more, are the real process of a wedding.  The symbolic vows that you are about to make are a way 
ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ άȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
dreamed ς well, I meant it all, every word. 
Look at one another and remember this moment in time.  Before this moment you have been 
many things to one another ς acquaintance, friend, companion, lover, dancing partner, even 
teacher, for you have learned much more from one another these past few years.  Shortly you 
shall say a few words that will take you across a threshold of life, and things between you will 
never quite be the same. 
For after today you shall say to the world; 
This is my husband 
This is my wife. 
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Tom has lived with his dad in Stones Throw, Middle Farm for 
most of his life, and eventually he and Mel would like to buy a 
house in Cottisford.  He has now joined his brother in their 
agricultural fencing business, and Mel works for the MOD 
organising training and teaching fork lift driving.   

Mel was right on time for her wedding.  In fact, she was ready 
and waiting up the road as the last few guests arrived.  She 
walked down the aisle on the arm of her dad Stephen.  She was 
accompanied by her maid of honour Brittany, her bridesmaid 
Jessica and her bridesman, each escorted by one of Mel and 
Tomõs dogs: Nero, Luna and Opel.  Tom had two best men: 
Simon and James.  The church was adorned throughout with 
natural flowers. 

After some lobbying from their parents, Tom and Mel chose to 
be referred to during the service by their full names, Thomas 
and Melanie.   Everyone was very excited to be there with the 
happy couple, and for some it was quite an emotional occasion. The dogs were on their best 
behaviour and sat quietly watching Mel and Tom all through the service, although they did want 
to come up and join them at the altar for the wedding blessing and prayers.  

The couple had chosen three hymns for the service: ôAll things bright and beautifulõ, ôAmazing graceõ  
and ôWe pledge to one anotherõ.  Pam Morgan played the organ.  They had four readings, two from the Bible, a 
poem, and a short passage ôYour walled gardenõ.   Some favourite photos of Mel and Tomõs late Grandparents 
were placed on the altar as a reminder of their presence with us and their influence on both Mel and Tom 

The wedding was unexpectedly taken by Rev Yvonne Mullins who stepped in at the last minute  
when Rev Alice Goodall was ill.   Both Alice and the couple were very grateful for this! 

We pray that they will be very happy in their new life together. 
 
Dean Lewis WICKENS and Jodie-Ann Louise HOUSTON 
Friday 3rd September 2021 - St Michael and All Angels, Fringford 

Fringford church was full of Dean and Jodieõs family and friends, including lots of children, all there to share in 
the coupleõs special day.  The sun was shining, and with five minutes to go the ushers were hurrying to get 
everyone inside the church before the bride arrived.   

Jodie and Dean have known each other all their lives, though for a while they lost touch.  Both their families 
were local, and whilst Dean and Jodie went to different schools, their families know each other well, going to the 
same social club.  The children would be sent off to the playing area with a bottle of coke and bag of crisps.  
They reconnected about nine years ago via Blackberry messenger, a mutual friend having passed their details on 
to each other.  Dean made the first move, and they met up outside Iceland in Sheep Street, then went to Garth 
Park.  And from this beginning, romance grew. 

The couple were due to marry in June last year.  That was postponed to June this year, but with a level of 
restrictions still in place at that time, they postponed again to Friday 3rd September.     

Jodie and her dad and step-father arrived in a horsedrawn carriage. Bridesmaids and flower girls all wore dusky 
pink dresses and carried pink roses.   The best men had managed to tippex "Help Me" on the bottom of Dean's 
shoes without him realising.  

Jodie and Dean had chosen three tracks for the service: Leona Lewisõ ôFootprints in the sandõ to come into, 
Christina Perryõs ôA thousand yearsõ for whilst they were signing the marriage document, and Ed Sheeranõs 
ôPerfectõ to leave the church to.  They had chosen two hymns for us to sing: ôOne more step along the world I 
goõ and ôAll things bright and beautifulõ.  And there were two readings, a passage from Colossians in the Bible, 
and a poem ôOn loveõ.  The signing of the marriage document was witnessed by Deanõs sister Machaela and 
Jodieõs dadõs partner Mel.   

 
Your marriage should have within it a secret 
and protected space, open to you alone. 
Imagine it to be a walled garden, entered by 
a door to which you only hold the key. 
Within this garden you will cease to be a 
mother, father, employee, homemaker or 
any other of the roles which you fulfil in 
daily life. Here you can be yourselves, two 
people who love each other. Here you can 
ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ {ƻ 
ǘŀƪŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
garden. The time you spend together is not 
wasted but invested ς invested in your 
future and nurture of your love. 
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It was a great celebration! After the ceremony Jodie and Dean had photos in the churchyard and then visited the 
grave of Jodie's mum Joanne for a quiet moment.  

The happy couple left the church in the carriage which took them as far as Wise Crescent where they had cars 
waiting to take them to Bicester Golf Club for the wedding reception.  
 
We wish them every blessing in their marriage together. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHELSWELL BY THE SEA  

 
 
We are able to gather again, from 18th to 20th October in Hethe Village Hall, for fun, food and companionship.  
Times 10.00am to 3.30pm.  On the Wednesday there will be an outing ð destination as yet unknown!  Ring 
Penny (01869-277310) for an Application Form, or contact the Benefice Office.  You can come for just a day if 
you want to ôtest the waterõ! 

  

On Love   
Love is a mighty power, 
a great and complete good. 
love alone lightens every burden and makes rough places smooth. 
It bears every hardship as though it were nothing, 
and renders all bitterness sweet and acceptable. 

Nothing is sweeter than love, 
Nothing is stronger, 
Nothing higher, 
Nothing wider, 
Nothing more pleasant, 
Nothing fuller or better in heaven or earth; for love is born of God. 

Love flies, runs and leaps for joy. 
It is free and unrestrained. 
Love knows no limits, but ardently transcends all bounds. 
Love feels no burden, takes no account of toil 
attempts things beyond its strength. 

Love sees nothing as impossible, 
for it feels able to achieve all things. 
It is strange and effective, 
while those who lack love faint and fall. 
Love is not fickle and sentimental, 
nor is it intent or vanities. 
Like a living flame and burning torch, 
it surges upward and surely surmounts every obstacle 
 



13 
 

 
 

FINMERE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

A warm welcome to Mrs Law, new Head of School at Finmere Primary 

 

I am delighted and honoured to be appointed as the new head of school for Finmere Primary 
Academy, and Iõm very keen to get to know everyone who is part of the school and the wider 
community. From my experience of being a teacher for 20 years, I know that a successful and 
happy school depends on the staff, children, parents and the wider community working 
together. During my time as a teacher, I have worked in smaller and bigger schools in and 
around Banbury, teaching all ages from Early years to year 6. Most recently I have been Head 
of school at Boddington Primary Academy. I enjoy teaching all areas of the curriculum, but 
have a particular love of maths and have recently been working with a local maths hub to 

develop the teaching of maths in small schools. In my spare time I enjoy being outside and exploring new places 
with my children and arts and crafts. I have always lived around Banbury and have now settled with my husband 
and 2 children in Bodicote. Finmere School and the community is very similar to the village I grew up in, just 
outside of Banbury, so I already feel at home, even though I have only been here a few days. 

The children have already settled so well into their new classes and routines which have changed in light of 
restrictions. It has been lovely hearing the buzz of learning around the school. We are slowly trying to return to a 
more normal way of working in school. The children are now having lunch and playtime together and there has 
been a return to whole school assemblies in the hall. Although we have been able to relax restrictions for the 
children, we are mindful that Covid does still provide a risk to everyone, so we are taking things a little slowly with 
regards to welcoming parents and the community back into school. We have started to plan some things in the 
coming weeks which we will let you know about soon. Thank you for your patience and understanding, I want to 
make sure we keep everyone in our community safe including children, staff and parents. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for making me feel so welcome this week and for your support 
while the replacement of our roof continues. I cannot thank you enough for being considerate of our neighbours 
and where possible, dropping your children off quickly. 

I look forward to meeting you in the coming weeks and working with you to develop your childõs love of learning 
and Finmere school. 

 

FRINGFORD  SCHOOL - CO-OPTED GOVERNOR VACANCY 
  
The twelve-member Governing Board is the accountable body of this successful school. We are seeking a Co-
opted Governor, ideally someone with no current links to the school to add independence to the decision-
making of the strategic planning of the Board. The full Governing Board meets six times a year and in addition 
membership of a sub-committee is required which involves three additional meetings during the academic year. 
   
No experience of education is necessary but a willingness to undertake governance courses would give you 
valuable insights into the role of a School Governor. Also, undertaking safeguarding training is essential. 
Appointment will be dependent on a DBS check. 
 
The role is very fulfilling and interesting and for further information, please contact the school in the first 
instance on 01869 277397. 
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WE NEED YOU! 

 
Do you have a keen interest in the history of our community?   

Did you visit and enjoy the last  Shelswell Festival  2019 ?   

The next Festival is planned for July 2022 and we are looking to recruit new 

members to help plan this exciting community event that brings together all the 

villages in Shelswell.  

The theme is to be: Trade and Transport across t he Ages  

To find out more about the Festival have a look at our website 

http://shelswellhistoryfestival.org.uk/  

If you can help or are interested in finding out more  

please email Mike at shelswellhistory@outlook.com   

or Alice Goodall at rector@shelswellparishes.info    

 . 

  
 

Club news 
Due to the current Coronavirus protective restrictions many events are cancelled for the time being: 

Please watch this space. 
 
 

KNIT FOR PEACE  
 
The photo shows a very small selection of the items knitted for knit for peace. The charity 
would like to say a big thank you to everyone who made a contribution. The amount of 
knitting that Marion passed on was fantastic. 
  
Any further contributions to be left at 2 Church Close, Fringford. Please ring Marion 
Crowther on 01869 277404 prior to dropping anything off. 

 
 
 

 
SHELSWELL WALKERS 

 At the time of writing no decision has been made regarding the walk this month.  

Please contact one of the members.  Dogs must be on leads.  

 

 
 

 
       
 
    
 

http://shelswellhistoryfestival.org.uk/
mailto:shelswellhistory@outlook.com
mailto:rector@shelswellparishes.info


15 
 

 
 

SHELSWELL GARDEN CLUB            

 
On September 14th our talk was provided by Avril Hughes. She is a regular speaker at Shelswell Garden Club. 
This time she spoke about ôPlanting for Adventurous Gardenersõ. Using photos from her own garden, she firstly 
talked about the ôbasicsõ, for example make your garden interesting so it can be enjoyed all year round and 
provide focal points. Taking black and white photos during winter allows time to assess the structure you want 
to achieve. To be adventurous she suggested making your borders as big as possible, trying new plants but 
always try and have the right plant in the right place. Grow as many annuals as you can as these offer great value 
for money and make the garden look ôfullõ. If you like pots have big bold ones even if you have a small garden.  
 
We all enjoyed a really full hour of hints and tips. 
 
Our Plant Sale and Coffee Morning on Saturday 11th September was a great success. It  was lovely to meet up 
with club members after such a long time. There were numerous plants for sale and most visitors went home 
with something to plant! Thanks again to Fi for providing her garden which made such a wonderful backdrop. 
 
Our meetings will continue on Zoom at least until next year. The next one is on Tuesday 12th October at 7.30, 
Tony Russell will return to the club to give another interesting talk. 
An email will be sent out before the meeting to give you the Zoom link, so if you do not receive the club emails, 
please give Corrine a call on 01869 247411 to be added to the email list.     

 
 

 
 

SHELSWELL WI  
 

If you're going to join, then join in ð  
a warm welcome awaits 

 
 

The September meeting went ahead as planned and the following is account of the evening by Veronica Barnes, 
Programme Secretary. 

Shelswell WI Meet in Person  

On 2nd September, 14 members enjoyed a social evening discussing Going Green. This was our contribution 
(albeit a little early) to the 'great big green week' campaign. It was our first face-to-face meeting indoors since 
March 2020. In the interim we had many interesting Zoom meetings. In June and July, however, the weather 
was good enough to have our meetings on the village green in Fringford.     
 

Members brought their 'going green' ideas and items to discuss in small groups. The sound of so many 
enthusiastic voices was encouraging. Numerous ideas were then presented to the whole group.  
These included:using white wine vinegar, salt and washing up liquid as a bug or weed spray, start using reusable 
make up removal pads, avoid cling film and plastic covering by using paper bags, beeswax wraps or reusable 
containers, upcycling furniture, avoid buying new clothes, shop in charity shops, walk when you can, reuse 
paper, card and envelopes to make lists etc., don't leave electrical items on standby and find an old-fashioned 
milk man with bottles! (There were more!) 
 

Each member then wrote a pledge to adopt a new green idea (on a paper heart) to take away. Additionally, 
members were invited to bring any of their harvest, including vegetables fruit, seeds and flowers and made 
donations to our WI fund. It was an enjoyable evening for all, where we took the first tentative steps back to 
'normality'.   



16 
 

 

Thursday 7th October, at 7.30pm in Fringford Village hall the speaker is from ARCh ð Assisted Reading for 
Children, they inspire children to read.  
 

The benefits of being a member of Shelswell WI. We are to be part of a national membership organisation, 
receiving the monthly newsletter and Oxfordshire Inspires magazine and the biðmonthly WI Life magazine. 
Also, to attend group meetings, access the 'my WI' website, make new friends, gain knowledge, take part in new 
activities, as well as campaigning, and access to the Shelswell coffee club and Facebook page.  And to  take part 
in the monthly walks.  
 
For more information on Shelswell WI, please contact President Elaine Whittaker 07917 453224 or Nicky Lane  
07814 796171.        

 
 

SHELSWELL POETRY APPRECIATION GROUP  
                     
In our first meeting after the summer break we looked at  fourteen poems connected with the period covered by 
the Zodiac signs of Virgo and Libra. We opened with two poems illustrating the supposed qualities of the star 
signs associated with the month of September ð Patience, Though I Have Not by Sir Thomas Wyatt and 
Balance by Alice B. Fogel. The next poems were The Blackshirts by Milly Harris, an account of how the 
East End faced down Moseleyõs forces in 1936, W H Audenõs September 1, 1939, which is full of foreboding 
about the coming conflict, and September Song by Geoffrey Hill, about a Jewish boy deported to the gas 
chambers in September 1942. Four poems entitled Peace, by Sara Teasdale, W B Yeats, Emily Dickinson 
and Patrick Kavanagh, reminded us that International Peace Day is in September. We finished with five 
poems which centred on the natural world : Digging by Edward Thomas, Apples by Laurie Lee, Autumn 
Nature Notes 1 , The Seven Sorrows, and Leaves, all three by Ted Hughes. 
 
Our October meeting will be on Tuesday 12th in Stoke Lyne, and we will look at poems about the month of 
October, including its Zodiac signs, weather and historical events.  
 
If you would like to join the group please contact me on 01869 811994 or at judith.harvey@live.co.uk                                                                                 
Judith Harvey 

 
SHELSWELL READING GROUP  

 

The book we discussed at our August meeting was ôYou will be Safe Hereõ by Damien Barr. His debut novel, its 
first half deals with the British use of ôconcentration campsõ for the wives and children of the Boer farmers who 
were fighting the imperial power. It is a harrowing read. 
  
The second half deals with a boy sent to a ôboot campõ to toughen him up and make him conform to Afrikaans 
ideas of masculinity in modern South Africa. Conditions in the brutally-run camp are as bad, in their own way, 
as those in the concentration camp set up in 1901, and there are many more parallels between the two stories, 
with the modern one just as disturbing as the historical one. 
  
Damien Barr addresses a host of issues that are about South Africa  at the beginning of the 20th century, and 
then post-Mandela and about how power can corrupt and a righteous sense of a good cause can be horribly 
twisted. The poet Philip Larkinõs line, òMan hands on misery to manó seems apt here, as it shows how the legacy 
of Boer Nationalism has curdled into the paranoid White Supremacist movement in South Africa. 
Our October meeting will be on Thursday 7th at 7.30 pm at Lark Rise Cottage in Juniper Hill, and the book 
we will be discussing is ôMoon Tigerõ by Penelope Lively. 
Jane Birnage has kindly taken over as co-ordinator of the group and if you would like to join us, please contact 
her on 01280 847455 or at janebirnage@icloud.com  
Judith Harvey 
 

 

mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
mailto:janebirnage@icloud.com
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REMEMBER THE STORIES?  
  
 
Remember the stories that we used to read? 
Heroic adventures ð we loved them indeed! 
Weõd read in the garden, if wet, in the porch, 
Or under the covers at night with a torch! 
  
Our fingers would avidly trace lines of text 
Of what Katy Did, and what she Did Next. 
And, starting this journey along Memõry Lane 
We canõt forget Biggles, up there in his plane! 
  
We laughed and we laughed at Jennings at school. 
Tormenting his teachers by acting the fool. 
Just Williamõs young friends, and their latest trick ð 
òIõll scream and Iõll scream till I make myself sick!ó 
  

By Nigel Beeton 

 
 

Naiõs House 
Mental Health Support for Young People 

Reach out, weôll be there 

 
On 17th May 2021 Nai's House CIO moved into our new home on the first floor of Garth House, Garth Park, 
Bicester!!  These premises are exclusively ours but currently are a work in progress.  Our aim is to create a safe 
and confidential space where we can offer our guests the high standard of service they deserve.  
With funding from Bicester Village and Bellway Homes we are dividing one of our rooms into three separate 
and soundproof talking rooms. We are also hugely grateful to Howdens, Bicester Tradesmen and Kingsmere 
Kitchen and Interiors for supplying and fitting a new kitchen so we can transform the space into a kitchen / 
reception area.  
Our new home provides us with the opportunity to build on the offerings we currently deliver and develop new 
services and activities for our guests, their families and the wider community.  
Over the next few months we will be opening Nai's Lounge, a safe space for young people to be, chill and chat, 
as well as restarting our suicide prevention training workshops, please check our social media pages and website 
for up to date information.  
Despite the building works we are open and seeing guests for support sessions, counselling and complementary 
therapies.   
Our parent support team is running a parent / caregivers group every second Tuesday of the month, 6-8pm.    
 

For more information please check out our website: www.naishouse.org.uk or email us on: 

hello@naishouse.org.uk. 

For counselling enquiries please email: counselling@naishouse.org.uk 

For family support please email: support@naishouse.org.uk 

For 1-2-1 support please email: hello@naishouse.org.uk 

 

  07437 497697 
 

 

Black Beauty the horse brought a tear to our eye ð 
Some stories brought laughter, and some made us cry. 
Like Paddington Bear, and the things he would do 
Arriving by train from Darkest Peru. 
  
There was Noddy, and Rupert, and Peter Pan, too; 
The woodland adventures of Winnie-the-Pooh; 
Little Women and Crusoe and Chalet School Girls; 
Just So ð all such stories were wonderful pearls! 
  
This poem could go on for page after page 
If your favourite is missing, please donõt fill with rage ð 
Just nip to the loft, and dig through that box, 
And sit down and read ð ignoring the clocks! 
 

http://www.naishouse.org.uk/
mailto:hello@naishouse.org.uk
mailto:counselling@naishouse.org.uk
mailto:support@naishouse.org.uk
mailto:hello@naishouse.org.uk


18 
 

 

THE SHELSWELL BENEFICE  
 

The Sixth of the Village Articles 
 

Stratton Audley 
 
The parish proper was not created until 1455 but even then part of the village and the open fields belonged to 
Caversfield parish, and so to the county of Buckinghamshire. Eventually, in 1844 these enclaves were transferred 
to Oxfordshire and the modern parish was established.  
 
Its first name derives from its close proximity to the old Roman ôstreetõ from Alchester to Towcester. In the 13th 
century Stratton acquired the suffix Audley after the family that held the manor. In 1662 it had 41 houses listed 
for the hearth tax, with an unusual number of substantial gentlemenõs or farmersõ houses. By 1801 there were 
some 60 houses with a population of 379 but by 1901 the population had declined to 270. The village increased 
little in size in the 20th century and by 1951 the population was only 306. By 2011 it had increased to 434. 
   
There is evidence of an 11th-century Saxon church but the present church of St Mary and St Edburga was largely 
rebuilt in the 13th and 14th centuries. In the 15th century the chancel was rebuilt and the nave clerestory added. In 
1861 the church was fully restored, with the chancel arch rebuilt, the chancel screen removed and the nave and 
aisles re-seated. In 2009 all the pews were removed and replaced with some fine chairs. In the absence of a 
village hall, this has enabled the church to be used for all manner of activities, including singing groups, tai-chi, 
indoor bowls, exhibitions and lectures. 
 
Inside the church the most impressive feature is a baroque monument to one of the Borlase family, who held 
the manor for more than two centuries. South-east of the church is the site of the Audleyõs medieval castle, now 
destroyed. Like most of the villages in the benefice, Stratton was ôclosedõ i.e. under the control of a few gentry 
and the rector. Dissent was not welcome and there is very little record of Catholicism or Protestant 
nonconformity. 
  
The village is best known as the centre of the Bicester and Whaddon Chase Hunt (formerly the Warden Hill 
Hunt). In 1851 Tom Tyrwhitt-Drake took over the hounds from Sir Thomas Mostyn of Swiftõs House in Stoke 
Lyne. He moved them to Stratton where he built the Stratton Audley kennels at the Old Rectory (now Stratton 
Audley Hall). By 1891 the Hall, Stratton Audley Park and the Manor all had a complement of hunting staff.  
 
After the First World War, Stratton was dominated by Mrs Smyly at the Hall, Mrs Beckwith-Smith at the Manor 
and Mrs Gosling at the Park, who were all active supporters of the hunt. The stabling at the Park has been used 
by some distinguished riders, including Caroline Bradley and William Fox-Pitt.   
 
Mrs Smyly was one of the Rigden brewing family, who had moved from Kent to Stratton in the 1920s. In 
addition to the Hall, she bought Fringford Lodge from Frederick Withington, as a hunting-lodge. Withington 
was a famous trainer of steeplechase horses. His major success came in 1908, when he had the first two home in 
the Grand National (Rubio and Mattie Macgregor), the only time that this has been achieved.  
 
Stratton has continued as the centre of the Hunt to the present day. In spite of the anti-hunting legislation, 
support has remained very strong and in May 2008 new kennels were opened on the original site.  
 
There were various small schools in the village from about 1800. In 1837 the Old School was built with 
accommodation for 80 pupils. In 1929 it was reorganised as a junior school and children over 11 were sent to 
Fringford. In 1951 it became a controlled school under the LEA. It closed in 1973 and is now a private house. 
There is still a thriving pub, the Red Lion, and an active History Society for those who wish to know more about 
the village.                                                      

Martin Greenwood 
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REPORTS FROM THE PARISHES 

 
Cottisford and Juniper Hill  

St Mary the Virgin 
CHURCHWARDEN:   Charles Jackson, Cottisford House, Cottisford                   Tel 01280 848247 
TREASURER David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick             Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  Meryl Daniel 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Judith Harvey, Lark Rise Cottage, Juniper HillEmail: judith.harvey@live.co.uk 

  
 

To donate to St Maryõs, Cottisford just scan this code with your phone: 
 

 
 

 
COTTISFORD AND JUNIPER HILL SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

 
A gloriously warm afternoon on September 5th saw large numbers of people turning up at the playing field in 
Juniper Hill to picnic with friends and neighbours. A profit of over £226 was made from the tombola and 
donations, to swell funds which have not been added to since before the start of the pandemic. We are grateful 
to everyone who contributed towards the success of the afternoon, whether by buying tombola tickets, making a 
donation, providing drinks, helping to put up and take down the marquee, or just coming along on the day. 
 
The next event with which the Committee will be involved is in providing refreshments after the Harvest 
Festival Service in Cottisford Church, on October 10th. The church will be decorated on Saturday the 9th. 
Volunteers are welcome, and please bring your children along.  
 
The bonfire in the playing field at Juniper Hill will be on Saturday 6th, and will be lit at 5pm. There will be soup 
and hot dogs for sale and free sparklers for the children and young-at-heart!  
We are hoping to hold a Coffee Morning, probably in Cottisford, in late November. 
 
For our final event of 2021 we will be providing refreshments after the Carol Service at Cottisford Church in 
December. You are invited to come along with your children to help decorate the church at a time to be 
announced in Novemberõs Shelswell News. 

 
Finmere 

St Michael and All Angels 
 
CHURCHWARDEN:  Vacancy 
TREASURER: Jacqueline Chelin, 19 Valley Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4BG                Tel 01280 847782 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER                  Katherine Grimston 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Paul Nash Email: paan63@yahoo.co.uk   Tel 01280 848268 

 
 

To donate to St Michael & All Angelsõ, Finmere just scan this code with your phone: 
 

 
 

mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
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Village Hall 

The work at the hall is in its final stages and bookings are now 
being taken for September onwards. 

New storage areas have been added and the meeting room 
refurbished. In addition, a set of patio doors have been installed 
on the west facing end, leading onto a newly created patio area, 
facing the existing childrenõs play area and creating an ideal 
environment for childrenõs parties. 

Flowers from the Farm Big Weekend 

As part of the countrywide ôFlowers From the Farm Big Weekendõ, Flowers Naturally at Finmere opened up the 
garden and cutting field to promote British flowers. 
 An inspiring time was had by all and everyone went home full of tea and cake and clutching bunches of flowers. 
£150.00 was made for St Michael & All Angels.  
Thank you to the tea ladies. 

Buzzy Lepper 

The Churchyard 

The churchyard has several loose or broken memorials. These have been laid down for safety, (as directed by the 
diocese). The PCC need to contact relatives etc. of the incumbents of these graves who are responsible for 
repairs. 

If anyone has any information, please contact P. Lepper on 01280848358. 

The graves are as follows:- 

Ambrose Smith 1891 
Henry E. Symes- Thompson 1932 
Dr. R. E. Symes-Thompson 1941 
Ernest & Lillian Lewis 1913 
Elisabeth C Sikes 1939 
Annie Barrat 1938 
Mary Barrat 1941 
Alfred T Lepper 1920 
Jeffrey & Eliz. Tredwell 1936/1966 
William Ashwell  1879 
....is Dagley (front of church) pre 1900!! 

Thank you. 

Need some local help 

http://www.shelswellparishes.info/documents/corona/communitynetworks.pdf 

Village facebook page 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/ 

 

Dates for the diary 

Harvest Festival and Lunch ð 3rd. October 

 

http://www.shelswellparishes.info/documents/corona/communitynetworks.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/
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THANK YOU  
 
Thank you very much to everyone in the Benefice 
who contributed a bottle (or two or three) to the 
Bottle Tombola stall that we ran in aid of the Finmere 
Church roof repairs. Everyone appreciated the prizes ð 
the guy who had run out of aftershave won some, the 
person who likes salad cream got a bottle and some 
people got new drinks to try ð after some research on 
the internet! 
 
The Tombola made almost £170 and everyone 
enjoyed our Covid safe Ticket board!  
 
Mark, Rich and Yvonne Mullins.  
 

And finally... 
How do you become a millionaire as a farmer? 

You start with 2 million and work very hard! 

Peter Lepper 

 

 
Shelswell Parishes website at ð www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere 
Finmere Parish Council website at ð www.finmerepc.org 
Village hall news at ð www.myfinmere.com 
Finmere Primary School - www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk 
 

  
 

Fringford 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
CHURCHWARDEN: John Mayo, 10 Church Close, Fringford   Tel 01869 278873 
TREASURER:   Christina McCullagh, 5 Crosslands, Fringford                Tel 07867 515207  
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Penny Wood as below 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands, Fringford                                     Tel 01869 277310 
VILLAGE HALL CORRESPONDENT: Christine Underwood                             Tel 01869 278949 
WEBSITE      www.fringford.info 
 

 
To donate to St Michael & All Angelsõ, Fringford just scan this code with your phone:  
 
 
ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, SERVICES & EVENTS  
 

Services 

¶ 10th October - 6.00pm Evening Communion 

¶ 17th October ð 11.00am Holy Communion  
 

To find out the times and places of services on other Sundays, please look at the back of this magazine, check 
the noticeboard, or Facebook page [Shelswell News], or ring the Benefice office (01280-848192).   You will always 
be welcome in our other parishes. 

http://www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
http://www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.fringford.info/
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Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust (OHCT) Ride and Stride on 11 September 
Thanks to the very generous sponsors of our cyclist £300-00 was raised and, as much of it was gift aided, the 
total will be slightly more than that.  The sum is shared between OHCT and St Michael and All Angels 
Restoration Fund. 

 
Greetings Cards  
Packs of greeting cards (6 cards for £3) available for purchase.  They feature 6 photographs of the church both 
in and outside.  Ring Christina McCullagh on 07867 515207. 

 
SUPPORT DURING THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS, AND AFTERWARDS  
Support is always available from the Fringford Friends, Neighbourhood Support Group :  

¶ Telephone:   07704 756840 

¶ Email neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info 
 
To join Fringfordõs Whatõs App Group ring or email Christine Underwood 07961 972388 or  
christine@avalon23.plus.com 

 
FRINGFORD VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING    
The Coffee Morning will be on Monday 25th October, 10.30am to 12 noon.  Please note the change of date to 

avoid clashing with Shelswell By The Sea, and the change of venue.  In October we are going to meet in 
Fringford Church..  The October Fringford Church 100 Club draw will take place that morning.  

       Penny Wood 
 

mailto:neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info
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THE BUTCHERõS ARMS  
To find out the latest news at the Butcherõs Arms contact Simon via email: syeborg2009@yahoo.co.uk or 
mobile; 07850 415189.  Alternatively, contact Stuart on 07952 445468. 

 
 

 

Fringford Village Hall  
 

are recruiting for a  
 

BOOKINGS COORDINATOR  
 

 

15 hours a month  

Good rate of pay  

Home based  
 

 

Involves:  

Handling new enquiries and regular hirings  

Communicating by phone, text and email  

Administering bookings using on -line booking system, including automated 

invoicing 
 

 

Would suit anyone who enjoys flexible hours, varied work and helping others.  

 

To register interest please email: fringford.hall@gmail.com  
 

September 2021  

 
Fringford Village Hall  

 
From 1 September, we will be reopening our doors for occasional bookings. If you would like to hire the hall, 
please go to www.fringford.info, navigate your way to the village hall tab and then booking information. Here you 
will find all the information you need to make a booking request online.   
 
As a multi-purpose building with a regular flow of different people using the facilities, we will be continuing with 
our existing COVID-Secure procedures, to ensure the safety of all users. So, when you make your booking request 
p in touch to confirm the measures required for your event. Our normal capacities have been reduced and we will 
discuss this with you individually as this varies by activity type and numbers attending. 
Should you have any other queries please do not hesitate to contact us either by email fringford.hall@gmail.com 
or mobile 07936 879175      
Fringford Village Hall Committee 
Fringford Church Book Exchange 
The box for book exchange is in the church porch  

http://www.fringford.info/
mailto:fringford.hall@gmail.com
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ôLittle  Lambsõ Babies & Toddler Group é.é.. is back!!! 
Every Wednesday during term time in Stratton Audley Church, from 10.00 to 11.30am.  Just come along, but if 
you need information in the meantime, email admin@shelswellparishes.info 

Penny Wood 
 

Fringford Church 100 Club 
The August winners were: 
1st No.30 Kevin Tobin £49 
2nd No.55 Helen Fargin £30 
3rd No 31 Kevin Tobin £20 
 
The September draw has not happened at the time of writing.  It will take place at the Village Coffee Morning 
on 20th September, in Matildaõs Coffee Shop at the Bitchers Arms.  You can still sign up to the 100 Club.  
Contact Christina McCullagh to register your involvement ASAP, on 07867 515207. 

 
 
SUPPORT DURING THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS  
On-going support is still available.  If you need some help, please donõt hesitate to contact Fringford Friends, 
Neighbourhood Support Group :  

¶ Telephone:   07704 756840 

¶ Email neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info 
 
To join the Whatõs App Mutual Support Group ring or email ôFringford Friendsõ use the contact details 
above. 
 
 
 

Hardwick  

St Mary the Virgin 
CHURCHWARDEN:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
TREASURER:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Meryl Daniel 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Veronica Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick     Tel 01869 277690 

WEBSITE: http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk 

 
To donate to St Maryõs, Hardwick just scan this code with your phone: 

 

St. Maryõs Church, Hardwick ð   OPEN DAIL Y 

 

St Maryõs Church, Hardwick is open for private prayer and reflection every day between 10 am until 4 pm. 

To keep you safe, please follow the guidelines below: 

· Please maintain social distancing if more than one person is on the church at any time. 
· Please use the hand sanitizing gel provided on entering and leaving the church. 

· Please feel free to use the prayer cards and sheets. If you do, please DO NOT return them to the table 

but take them with you. More will be provided for others. 

THANK YOU  

 

  

mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info
http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk/
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MUSIC IN QUIET PLACES  
 

This concert of classical music took place in the Great Barn of Hardwick Manor on Saturday 18th September 2021. 
The programme comprised string quartets by Haydn (Op. 54 No. 2 in C major), Mozart (K.575 in D major) and 
Schubert (Quartet D804 in A minor "Rosamunde") expertly and delightfully played by Charles Sewart (Violin), 
Gillian Secret (Violin), Robert Secret (Viola) and Julian Metzger (Cello).  
 
Use of this venue enabled us to accommodate a much larger audience than would have been the case in the church, 
whilst still maintaining social distancing. The audience were able to get a close-up view of not only the Barn but 
also the Manor House, both of which are listed buildings.  They were also able to stroll around some of the 
attractive grounds, whilst enjoying pre-concert and interval drinks.    

Music in Quiet Places is a hugely successful rural touring music project that takes a series of classical concerts 
to historic venues in the most beautiful villages. There are usually six or seven concerts each May and June. But 
the pandemic has meant that no concerts were possible last year. This yearõs series had to be postponed until 
September and was limited to two concerts. We are very grateful that they chose Hardwick to stage one of these.   
 
The proceeds from the event will go to St. Maryõs Church Hardwick.  So, we are deeply indebted to the owners 
of the Manor for allowing us to host the concert at this magnificent and ancient venue.  Thanks are also due to all 
those who helped out before, during and after the concert.  

 

Hethe 
St Edmund and St George 

 
CHURCHWARDEN: Flora Skinner, Fox Hollow, 2 Hardwick Road, Hethe                              Tel 01869 277366 
TREASURER:  Mike Green, Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe    Tel 01869 278166 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Flora Skinner       as above                             
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:            Mike Green          as above  Tel 01869 278166 

WEBSITE: www.hethe.org 
 

If you have any news or a local event to publicise, please send the details to me, where possible with a photo, 
and if suitable I will add them to next monthõs news and include them on the village web site.  The deadline for 
this publication is on Page 2.   
The village web site contains up to date information affecting the village - planning applications, agreed PCC 
minutes and notices of meetings, HS2 and other road works, grants and advice on COVID-19 related matters 
and much more. 
Many thanks, Mike.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST EDMUND & ST GEORGE CHURCH                        
 
Church Services and Events 
 
The church is now open every day for visitors and private prayer.  Please take care, think of others and continue to follow 
any guidance on how to safely access and use the church.   
 
Join us for Holy Communion on 3rd October at 9.30am.   
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Please note from October we are starting to alternate the monthly community coffee morning with St Philipõs Hall. 
 

Hethe Community Coffee Morning in St Philipõs Hall   
 

Monday 11th October 10-12 noon 
with the 100 Club draw 

 
Friends, neighbours, dog walkers, pram pushers: an opportunity to meet during the daytime ð 

thereõs great cake too! 
 
     

 
Altar Flowers 
 
3rd October - Pauline Allen 
 
Now that we are having more regular services it is probably time to make a new rota.  If you would like to take a turn for 
the altar flowers, please let Pauline or Flora know. 
 
Cleaning 
 
We also need an updated rota for Church cleaning.  Anyone interested please contact Pauline or Flora - your help would 
be appreciated. 
 
Church Repairs & Redecoration 
 
We are again reprioritising works, waiting for up-to-date costings for the porch, and making the west window at least safe 
in the short term.  Redecorating will have to wait until we have more funds.  If you wish to give a donation towards any of 
this work, please use the on-line giving page, contact a PCC member or send a message to 
hethepccsecretary@outlook.com. 
 
Church Giving 
 
Ride and Stride 2021 
 

Thank you to the eighteen Rider/Striders who registered 
and special thanks to June Nisbet, Anne Mansfield and 
Pauline OõGorman who welcomed participators in our 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cream Teas 
 
 
We took an amazing £228.90 at the cream teas held outside the 
church in August. Thanks to Flora and Pauline for making the 
scones, cakes, etc, at no charge to the church, which was very 
generous of you both! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hethepccsecretary@outlook.com
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Parish Giving 
 
 

You may contribute regularly to general funds by direct debit through the 
Parish Giving Scheme.  Through this scheme the church receives 100% of 
your gift and you will have options for your contribution to be gift aided and 
inflation proofed. If you can choose either or both options, it will maximise 
your contribution and allow your PCC to plan more confidently into the 
future.  

 
You now have the option to set up a contribution on-line, by clicking this QR-Code or by 
using the link https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/, type in OX27 8ES and then select our 
church.   
 
Alternatively, phone 0333 002 1271.  This line is open Monday to Friday, between 9.00am 
and 5.00pm.  You will need to have your bank account details, our church/parish name 
(Hethe St Edmund & St George) and our PGS parish code (270627041) to hand. 
 
Our On-Line Giving Page 
 

For one-off and regular donations without setting up a direct debit we have an on-line giving 
page which can be accessed by scanning this code or through our village web site under 
www.hethe.org/st-edmunds-st-georges-church/fund-raising/.  There is no up-front cost for 
this service, but we pay 1.95% per transaction.   
 
For other ways of contributing to the running costs of the church, please contact 
hethepccsecretary@outlook.com. 
 
Eco Church 
 
What is your opinion on the òwildingó of parts of the churchyard?  Would you like to see it extended or stopped?  Have 
you other ideas for how we can make the church more òeco friendlyó?  Please let one of the PCC members know, it would 
be good to have some feedback, or even better to have more people involved in this essential work. 
 
100 Club 

 
The results of the September draw: 
 
1st Prize No 34 Robert Mansfield 
2nd Prize No 15 Pauline OõGorman 
3rd Prize No 29 Margaret John 
 
The next draw will be held on Monday 11th October (at the coffee morning).  There are still 
plenty of numbers if you wish to join! 
 

 
 
Thank you to our Volunteers 
 
Many thanks to the volunteers who work so hard to make our church a special place in the community.  They undertake 
varied roles from helping to maintain the churchyard, to church cleaning, to providing flowers, to being members of the 
PCC ð all are thanked for their contributions. 
 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
http://www.hethe.org/st-edmunds-st-georges-church/fund-raising/
mailto:hethepccsecretary@outlook.com


28 
 

 
St Edmund & St George Web Pages: 
www.hethe.org/st-edmunds-st-georges-church/ 
  
The church is also on the web sites òA Church Near Youó and 
òExplore Churchesó. 
 
Next PCC meeting Monday 4th October. 

 
 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The Parish of Hethe is committed to the safeguarding of children, young people and adults. We follow the House of 
Bishops guidance and policies and have our own Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO), Flora Skinner. The Diocese of 
Oxfordõs safeguarding pages contain vital links and information including contacts for the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor 
(DSA) who advises our PSO. If you are concerned that a child or adult has been harmed or may be at risk of harm, please 
contact the DSA. If you have immediate concerns about the safety of someone, please contact the police and your local 
authority Children or Adults Services. 
 
Hethe PCC members are receiving basic safeguarding awareness training. 

 
HETHE COMMUNITY ACTIVITY  

 
Village Hall  
 
Please contact the booking secretary on 
fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk for availability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adventure Playground 
 

The playground on the 
village playing field off the Hardwick Road was open at the time of writing this article.  Please 
follow any instructions on the gates concerning bringing your own wipes and taking litter home. 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Club 
 
Books are now available in the church.  Donations to the church in lieu of payment are very welcome. 
 
 
Recycling 
 
The bottle bank is open and is being monitored and emptied. 
There are three glass recycling banks available for clear, green and brown bottles 
on the driveway approaching the Village Hall. 
  
Please dispose of your glass responsibly ð DO NOT LITTER - take metal/plastic 
tops and plastic bags/cardboard boxes away with you to dispose of or to recycle at 
home. It is an offence to leave bottles, or anything else, anywhere but inside the 
containers.  Thank you. 
 
  

mailto:fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk
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Food and garden waste collections will be changing 
 

Between September and January 2022 Cherwell District 
Council will be delivering a free 23-litre silver outdoor food 
caddy to all households in the district. 
 
They will let us know when to expect our caddy delivery by 
putting a bin hanger on one of our bins a week before 
delivery. Once received, please start to use your caddy for food 
waste instead of putting it in the brown bin. To help us get 

started, they will also provide a roll of compostable caddy liners. This food waste caddy will be collected weekly. 
 
From February 2022, garden waste collections will change to a paid-for, opt-in service at a cost of £40 per year. We will be 
able to sign up from December 2021 and those registering before 1st February 2022 will be charged a reduced rate of £36. 
From February please do not put food waste in your brown garden waste bin, use your outdoor food waste caddy. 
 
 

Mixbury  

All Saints 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Martin Ayres, Northwell Farm, Finmere                                  Tel 07899 792552                                    

Alec Howard, Middlestead, Mixbury                                        Tel 01280 848295 
TREASURER:                 David Mitchell.   2 Town Farm, Mixbury                              Tel 01280 847769 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Anna Howard 
MAGAZINE CORRESPNDENT: Sue Goodman    pasgoodman551@gmail.com  Tel 01280 848002 

 
 

To donate to All Saintsõ, Mixbury just scan this code with your phone: 
 

 

Church Services  
 

Services will be on the third Sunday in the month at 9.30am. 
 

Mixbury Church flower rota 
  
September  Morag Westworth and Philippa Brown 
   Harvest festival ð everyone 
October  Melanie Soar 
November  Fi Bairstow 
December  Carol service and Christmas - everyone  
Reserve   Sam Lockwood 
Easter   Barbara, Sam, Melanie, Morag, Sue Goodman, Helen, Sally, Kate 
 
 

Save the date: 
Mixbury Bonfire 7th November 2021 ð further details to follow! 
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Results of Mixbury History Group Childrenõs Competition 
The Winners are: Ameila and George Berrie with their stunning model of a fort!  Well done, Ameila and 
George, it looks like you had so much fun making it.  The Fort was on display at the MHG Tent at the village 
fete in September, but in case you missed here are some photos.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All Our Yesterdays ð October 2021 ð by Bruce Epps 
A Language Challenge. 

 
As part of some research to try to understand past links between Mixbury and its neighbouring parishes, I 
borrowed a book - òWestbury. A Social History 1850 ð 1939 by Margery Maclarenó ð from a colleague who 
lives there. As the crow flies, Mixbury must be one of Westburyõs closest neighbours. The book is based on the 
memories of people who lived there and gives a wonderful insight into rural life and a village at that time.  
The book contains many unusual expressions or words which were probably used throughout the rural world of 
north-east Oxfordshire, and most will have been lost over time. I thought it would make a good quiz to ask 
what the words and expressions below meant. Unlike most quizzes which appear in magazines, this one is 
different because, as the compiler, I donõt know all the answers!  Even the internet is silent about various things. 
So, the answers, which will be printed next month  incomplete. If you can fill in some of the gaps, please email 
me on bruceepps49@gmail.com and I will include them in a future article. Here goes. 
1. What was a yaffle? (Aficionados of childrenõs television in the 1970s should get this.) 
2. What was a Quarter Day? 
3. What was, and still is, beef tea? 
4. What was the òbite and shootó of an area of common land? 
5. What were the òbite and scrapingsó from roads? 
6. Who were bothy boys? 
7. What was a deak? 
8. What was going on when women were leazing in cornfields? 
9. What were the toppings from a mill? 
10. How do you make a scratching cake? 
Good luck!  (answers printed next month)  
 

Mixbury Book Exchange ð has moved! 
The books have now been moved to a table next to the organ in the church.  The books have been  kindly 
donated by one of Mixburyõs Book Clubs and a few individuals, these are for the villagers to exchange a book 
with one they have read and replace with one of their own.  Now the pandemic restrictions have eased we are 
no longer wrapping books in clear plastic, but there is a bottle of hand sanitiser next to them for your 
convenience.    Please only leave books that are in good condition, now that the books are inside the church we 
can accept a few more ð do not leave books in the bus shelter thank you. 
 
 

 

                                           

mailto:bruceepps49@gmail.com
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Newton Purcell 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Ann von Maltzahn, Home Farm Shelswell Park  Tel 01280 848680
 Roger Cross  The Limes, Newton Purcell, Buckingham                       Tel. 01280 847471 
TREASURER:     Fai Li, 4 St. Peter's Close, Stoke Lyne, Bicester, OX27 8RB                                   Tel: 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Roger Cross as above 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Ann von Maltzahn Tel 01280 848680 

 
To donate to St Michael & All Angelsõ, Newton Purcell just scan this code with your phone:  

 

 

Services ï Please see back page 

 
Bonus Ball Lotto - 
Our recent lucky winners were Will & Jackie Le Fevre. 
 
Harvest Festival & Lunch - 

 
 
We look forward to welcoming all who are able to come to this yearõs Harvest Festival & Lunch. 
Please book your tickets for the lunch early to avoid disappointment! 
 
Dates for Your Diary - 
Service of Remembrance - Sunday 14th November at 9.30 a.m. 
Christmas Concert - Friday 10th December - more details nearer the time. 
Christmas Day - Saturday 25th December at 9.30 a.m. 
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Stoke Lyne 
St Peterõs 

CHURCHWARDEN:  Christopher Poole CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk                    Tel 01869 346020 
 Ali Miller alisonjanemiller@icloud.com     Tel 07762 719198 
TREASURER:    Janey Poole         janey@oxford-educational.co.uk     Tel 07810 120457 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Emma Brown 
MAGAZINE  CORRESPONDENT:         Rena Andrews      Email:  renacyanlion@btinternet.com 
PARISH ROOM BOOKINGS :  Kelly and James Holden-White kholdenwhite@aol.com   Tel    01869345211 

WEBSITE   www.stokelyne.org  
 
 

To donate to St Peterõs, Stoke Lyne just scan this code with your phone: 

 
 

St Peterõs Church Stoke Lyne Services 
 

Sunday 3rd October ð ôFood for Thoughtõ at 10am 
Sunday 24th October ð Holy Communion at 11am 

 
 

Stoke Lyne 100 Club 
 
The September results are as follows: 
 
1st Prize No 16 Peter Read 
2nd Prize No 41 Harriet Wye 
3rd Prize No 7 Bethan McKnight 
 
Thank you all for your continued support with the 100 Club. 
We still have some membership numbers available. If you would like to join please email me.  
Either a direct transfer Ã3.00 x 12 months = Ã36.00 to St Peterõs Church Account No 01832174 sort code 51-
70-15 or you can pay monthly by Direct debit of £3.00 per month.  
You can purchase more than one number each month, thus giving you a greater chance of winning. 
 
Good luck next month everyone! 
Kind regards 
Janey Poole, Treasurer, St Peterõs Church PCC , ,janey@oxford-educational.co.uk ,  Tel: 01869 346020 
Mobile: 07810 120457 
 

Stoke Lyne W.I. 
 
We had our first proper meeting on Thursday 9th September at 1.00 in Hethe village hall. 
This was a new venture for us meeting in the afternoon on a different day of the week and at a different venue. 
 
Jerusalem was sung and then the business was gone through and members given an update of forthcoming 
events.   As this was our first meeting together, we made it a social time and had a few games of Bingo and 
Sheila did a good job as Bingo caller.   We then had tea and biscuits served by Rena and Pauline. 
 
The winner of the Margaret Ackerman Plate was won by Ruth for her lovely hat, home spun and felted into 
shape, there were quite a few lovely entries. 
 
The raffle was won by Celia. 
 
Rena wished members a safe journey home and we then stood for the National Anthem. 
 

mailto:CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:alisonjanemiller@icloud.com
mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:renacyanlion@btinternet.com
mailto:kholdenwhite@aol.com
http://www.stokelyne.org/
mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
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Stoke Lyne Village BBQ and Scarecrow Competition 5th September 2021 
 
We had a wonderful turnout for the occasion.  I think most of the village attended and it was so nice to meet the 
new people who had arrived in the village during the Pandemic but had not been able to socialise.  The sun 
shone all day, a bit hot sometimes and for some it was nice to sit under the trees to get some shade.  The day 
started off with a BBQ and as the day progressed there were a lot of scarecrows coming into the field and they 
were all so different.  After the judging the allotment committee started to bring out some lovely tea and cakes 
enjoyed by all. 

 

 
 
 
Top L: 1st Prize: The Billinghams Top R: 2nd Prize: Julie Adams Bottom R: 3rd Prize: Alma and Sauyel   
Bottom L: Some of the entries for the John Adam's cup, winner Malene. 

 



34 
 

THE LACEMAKERS OF STOKE LYNE ð FOLLOW UP TO THE ARTICLE 
PUBLISHED IN THE MARCH 2021 EDITION  

 
In my original report I was not able to share any images of Mary Ann Butlerõs lacemaking items in the 
possession of the Oxfordshire Museums Service as there was no reply to my email but it must have gone astray 
during the various lockdown as when I re-sent my enquiry, I received permission to share this image of Mary 
Ann Butlerõs lace samples.     As a condition of the sharing the image I have been asked to include the following 
source information:  òLace Samples, made by Mary Anne Butler,  Stoke Lyne.   OXCMS: 1976.15.108. The Oxfordshire 
Museums Serviceó. 
 

 
 
The description which goes with the lace samples is as follows:  òA blue tissue paper with 14 samples of lace insertions 
and edgings pinned to it.   Samples show range of lace made by lacemaker.  9 Bedfordshire Maltese, 3 Torchon, 2 Buckinghamshire 
Point.   Used by donorõs grandmother Mary Ann Butler.   Place Made: Stoke Lyne.  Date made: 1860-1899.ó 
 
For those who wish to explore further Wikipedia has entries on all three styles of lace.    
 
So just who was Mary Ann Butler and what sort of life did she lead?   A Mary Ann Butler was baptised on 12th 
September 1852 in Stoke Lyne, parents James and Charlotte Butler.    By the time of the 1861 census the family 
are living to the north of the main village at òThe Horwellsó.     James, aged 33, gives his occupation as 
òagricultural laboureró and Charlotte is a òlacemakeró.   Apart from Mary Ann, aged 8, there are two other 
children, Charles, aged 5 and Jane, aged 3.    On 16th May 1870 Mary Ann married John Hickman at the parish 
church.   He is a labourer of òfull ageó whilst Mary Ann is aged 17 and no occupation is given for her.   
According to a report in the Bicester Herald of 10 September 1869 of a ploughing match run by the Bicester 
Agricultural and Horticultural Association John was employed by a Mr. Stuchbury of Baynardõs Green.   John 
won second prize in the category òThree horses with driver ð To the ploughman employed by a member of the 
association who with three horses shall plough in the best manner half-an-acre of land within four hoursó.  
 
At the time of the 1871 census, John and Mary Annõs first son, George, had arrived and the couple were living 
in Stratton Lane.   For the first time Mary Ann gives her occupation as òlacemakeró.    Presumably Mary Ann 
learnt her lacemaking skills as a child from her mother. 
 
Here is an early 1900s postcard image of the row of cottages where Mary Ann lived in 1871 (demolished a 
number of years ago).   Lacemakers in old photographs are often depicted sitting with their work by their 
doorsteps in order to be in as much light as possible so one can easily imagine Mary Ann sitting outside one of 
these cottages. 
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However by 1878 the family had moved to Baynards Green as the Banbury Advertiser of 5th December reports 
that a Mary Ann Hickman of òBaynards Green, Stoke Lyneó appeared at the Petty Sessions as a witness on 
behalf of the prosecution in a game case.   She deposed that when she was on her way to òStoke Churchó she 
saw the defendant in a field òrunning about the swedes with a dogó.   The offence took place on a Sunday so we 
can perhaps infer that Mary Ann was a regular attendee at church but not necessarily her husband as he was not 
called as a witness. 
 

The family are still at Baynards Green at the time of the 1881 census.  This time no occupation is recorded 
against Mary Annõs name.   Son George has now been joined by Charlie, Ann, Alice and Harry.  Perhaps with 
her children aged between 10 and 1 year old she has no time for lacemaking.    She is still there in 1891 with 
three children still at home and once again no occupation is recorded.  Charles is now the oldest at 18, and an 
agricultural labourer.    The 1901 census sees a complete change of location as John and Mary have moved to 
West Shutford, near Banbury, and are living on the Epwell Road.   All the children have left home and Mary 
Ann, now aged 48, gives her occupation as òdressmakeró òown account at homeó.   They are still there in 1911 
when Mary gives her occupation as òdress and lace makeró.   She and John have now been married 40 years and 
the census states that they have produced 5 children, all still living.    Presumably with the competition from 
machine-made lace, Mary Ann has had to expand her repertoire to include òdressmakingó.  On all the censuses 
except one her place of birth is given as Stoke Lyne.   The exception is the 1861 census which gives her place of 
birth as Fewcott.   Back in 1861 the hamlet of Fewcott came under Stoke Lyne jurisdiction. 
 

I have not been able to pinpoint Mary Annõs death.   It does not appear to have taken place in the Banbury 
registration district although there is a death registration there for a John Hickman aged 70 in 1916. 
 

So have I got the right Mary Ann Butler?    I was sent this description by the Oxfordshire Museums Service in 
relation to Mary Annõs bobbin winder: 
 

òUsed by donor's grandmother, Mary Ann Butler.  Mrs Phipps of Oxford said that it was used by her great grandmother 
Hickman at Epwell and Shutford Nr. Banbury. She died in 1886ó.       
 

Although the date of death quoted is clearly at odds with what Iõve uncovered as our Mary Ann was most 
certainly alive for the 1891, 1901 and 1911 censuses, the references to Hickman and Shutford correspond.  I 
have even managed to find a òMrs Phippsó among our Mary Annõs descendants: Mary Annõs daughter Annie 
married a Thomas Aishfield at Shutford in 1902 and without revealing here the personal details of people 
potentially still alive without their permission, Annie had a grand-daughter who married a Mr Phipps in the 
sixties, thus completing the match.   
 

Brenda Hazel 
 

References: 
Heritage Search on the Oxfordshire County Council website: 
British Newspaper Archive website 
Various censuses and BMDs on the Ancestry website 
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Stratton Audley and Godington 
St Mary and St Edburga;   Holy Trinity  

CHURCHWARDENS:  Vacancy 
TREASURER:  Fai Li, 4 St. Peter's Close, Stoke Lyne, Bicester, OX27 8RB       Tel 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Jackie Fox 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:    Vacant 

 

 
To donate to St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley just scan this code with your phone:  
 

 

 
To donate to Holy Trinity, Godington just scan this code with your phone:   
 

 

 

Stratton Audley and Godington PCC   If you would like to know more please contact either Alice or Becky. 

Magazine Correspondent please contact the Editor direct if you have any news for inclusion. 

 

THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY & ST. EDBURGA  

Church Services 
Sunday 3rd October Compline at 6pm 

Sunday 24th October Holy Communion at 9.30am 
Sunday 31st October Benefice Climate Sunday Service at 11am (See Page 7) 

  

THANK YOU  
Thank you to all the volunteers who help with the day-to-day management of the Church, from cleaning, 

churchyard maintenance, flowers etc.etc.   It is much appreciated. 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to Annie Wadley, Sarah Noujaim, Rosemary Farmery and Cricket for welcoming (with various 
refreshments) Riders & Striders all day on 11th September. Some riders, including families with children, had 

cycled from far afield and commented how they wish their church looked like St Mary & St Edburga.   We hope 
to see many more villagers out next year on the event!

 
 

 

COFFEE MORNING AT THE RED LION  
The Coffee morning is being well supported . 
Every Wednesday 11.00a.m. £2.50 coffee & biscuits, coffee & light lunch £10.00. Books for sale in the corridor 
of the pub. 50p each in aid of the Church. All welcome 

 

 100 CLUB 
It is hoped to restart soon, more in the November edition 



37 
 

 
 

 

ADVANCE WARNING  
The A4421 will be closed overnight at Newton Purcell for more HS2 bridge works. 

27 September ï 1 October: 8pm to 6am 

1 October ï 4 October: 9pm to 6am 

with contingency dates of 4 - 8 October 8pm ï 6am and 8 - 11 October 9pm ï 6am 

 

 
 

 

 

COLOURING  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CaversfieldParish/photos/a.812372872155159/4476895409036202/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZT1ZnHj4WUZKvQgvsxe2ZgVqroTtGkohiZ0Qbj1jxBReY54q4Fk9-8ZY-RDqVlPWiwbu9UJXwmqrHwzw-j3j9UvWxr7vgNwKjGdEiHCqbc3Q-f2twXJhbeTL8D-x_FJUwmlowclukBIgOKvqHyzYh&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/CaversfieldParish/photos/a.812372872155159/4476895409036202/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZT1ZnHj4WUZKvQgvsxe2ZgVqroTtGkohiZ0Qbj1jxBReY54q4Fk9-8ZY-RDqVlPWiwbu9UJXwmqrHwzw-j3j9UvWxr7vgNwKjGdEiHCqbc3Q-f2twXJhbeTL8D-x_FJUwmlowclukBIgOKvqHyzYh&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/CaversfieldParish/photos/a.812372872155159/4476895409036202/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZT1ZnHj4WUZKvQgvsxe2ZgVqroTtGkohiZ0Qbj1jxBReY54q4Fk9-8ZY-RDqVlPWiwbu9UJXwmqrHwzw-j3j9UvWxr7vgNwKjGdEiHCqbc3Q-f2twXJhbeTL8D-x_FJUwmlowclukBIgOKvqHyzYh&__tn__=EH-R
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THE MAZE  

 

   

ORGANIC, VEGAN, PLASTIC FREE

Å PASTA + GRAINS
Å NUTS + SEEDS
Å BAKING GOODS
Å CEREALS, COFFEE, TEA, COCOA
Å LEGUMES + PULSES
Å PICK N MIX + SNACKS
Å SHAMPOO + BODY WASH
Å LAUNDRY/CLEANING PRODUCTS
Å OLIVE OIL / RAPESEED OIL

!b5 ahw9Χ

...SO BRING YOUR CONTAINERS AND THE KIDS (!)
TO UNIT 8 HILLCREST RISE MK18 1SL
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YǊƛǎǎȅΩǎ 9ŀǊ /ƭƛƴƛŎ 
 

Specialising in Micro Suction ear wax removal 

Referrals to independent audiologists 

Covering Bicester, Brackley, Buckingham, Banbury 
vǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ I/! ϧ /9/ ω Cǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

Clinic in Bicester & home visits also available. 

 

Phone: 07595 957 521 

Email: krissysearclinic@gmail.com  

Website: www.krissysearclinic.com 

 

 

 

Dave the Sweep 

07783 490280 

01280 840850  
davethesweep@live.co.uk 

www.davethesweep.com 
Your friendly local chimney sweep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To advertise on these pages ring 

Becky Adams  

on 01280 848192  

(Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

mornings 9am ð 1pm) 

or email 

admin@shelswellparishes.info  
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AWARD-WINNING WEDDING VENUE 
 

Stratton Court Barn offers a wonderful countryside 
location, with an intimate feel and a professional, yet 

refreshingly friendly, approach. We're here to make sure 
you feel relaxed, and enjoy every step of your wedding 
planning, from viewing until leaving as newly married. 

 
Planning a wedding or event? We would love to hear all 

about it! Please do get in touch on: 
T: 07807 645048 (Karin) 

E: enquiries@strattoncourtbarn.co.uk 
W: www.strattoncourtbarn.co.uk 

 
We are currently recruiting for various seasonal roles 

within the venue. Please contact Karin if you would like to 
find out more. 

 

Amanda Reynolds 
 

Hairdresser 

 
 

Over 39 ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ, 
mŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŀƛǊΦ 

Including tints, perms and highlights. 
 

Please come to my home or 
 I can come to you 

 

Covid safe. 
For appointments please call 

07801 689519  or  01869 277670 
 



43 
 

 
 

  



44 
 

  

FED UP WITH ACHES AND PAINS?  
WHY NOT CONSULT A CHIROPRACTOR?  

Chiropractors treat:  
 

 General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 
 Lumbago 
 General acute and chronic back pain 
 Uncomplicated mechanical neck pain 
 Headache arising from the neck (e.g. cervicogenic) 
 Shoulder and elbow pain including frozen shoulder and tennis elbow 
 Prevention of migraine 

 
Chiropractors can also give lifestyle advice on how to cope with tension and an inability to relax 
 

Your £65  assessment will include     

A private consultation                     
Neurological and orthopedic exam 
Postural and spinal analysis 
Confidential report of findings 

 

Treatments last ap proximately one hour and cost £5 9 per session  for adults (£54 for children)  
 

Patricia Griffiths BSc (Hons) DC MCC 
www.patriciagriffiths.co.uk 

15 Pether Avenue, Brackley, Northants, NN13 6NJ 
 

GCC Registration Number 01386 
 

Tel No 07974 118475 
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      PODIATRY/CHIROPODY  
 

         ALDRED  CASEY MEDICAL  LTD  
 

 

 Nail Care 

 Chiropody 

 Screening Clinic 

 Nail Surgery 

 Biomechanics/ Musclskeletal Assessments. 

 Orthotics 
 

Podiatry/Chiropody is provided by Miss Joanne Casey M.Ch.S BSc (Hons) and Associates at our clinics in 
Stratton Audley (Nr Bicester) & Banbury.   

We have over 20years experience both NHS and Private practice. Patients can be sure to receive the best 
care and advice possible for their feet.  

Our podiatrists are HCPC registered and are members of The College of Podiatry. 
We also offer home visits on request.  

To book an appointment please contact us using the details below: 
or email: enquiries@aldredcaseymedical.co.uk 

To find out more about us visit our web page www.aldredcaseymedical.co.uk 
Company no :9226877 

 

The Old Post Office, Cherry Street,  Marlborough Road Clinic, Suite 4 Borough House 

Stratton Audley, Bicester OX27 9AA   Marlborough Rd, Banbury OX16 5TH 

Tel: 01869 278088  Tel: 01295 273 073 

 
 

 

 

Homeopathy and Homo Kinesiology (Food Allergy Testing) 

 

 
 

ñThe most popular alternative medicineò World Health Organisation 2005 
 

Complimentary to other traditional medicines and therapies 
 

~~Homeopathic consultations by Kathryn Walker RsHom, registered practitioner 

with the British Society of Homeopaths. Please see website for more details. 
 

~~Homo Kinesiology; muscle testing for food and other substance intolerances. 
 

Call 07720 598959 for no obligation preliminary chat. 

Email info@kathrynwalker.org         http://kathrynwalker.org 
 

Offering remote homeopathic consultations 
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ARBOCARE 
TREE SURGERY LTD 

Qualified and Experienced Arborists 

Established over 25years 

Contractors to the National Trust 

Crown reductions * Thinning 

Felling * Hedge Trimming *  Stump Grinding 

Decay Detection & Tree Reports 
 

Free Phone: 0808 1555815 

Mb: 07778811136 

WWW.ARBOCARE.CO.UK 

 

 


