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SHELSWELL BENEFICE MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Shelswell Family of Churches aims to bring people closer to God and to show the love of Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit to everyone. 

 
 

MINISTRY TEAM  
 

RECTOR: The Reverend Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT 
Telephone: 01280 848192 Email rector@shelswellparishes.info                     (Normal day off ð Friday) 
 
BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR : Mrs Becky Adams, c/o The Rectory (as above) Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
Administratorõs normal office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00 am ð 1.00 pm 
 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER: The Reverend Liz Welters, 19 Scampton Close, Bicester OX26 4FF 
Telephone 01869 249481 Email lizwelters@yahoo.co.uk 
 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER: Mrs Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands Fringford, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 8DF 
Telephone: 01869 277310 Email penelope.wood@btopenworld.com 

 
BENEFICE TREASURER: Mr Jeremy Coke-Smyth, Yew Tree Cottage, Mansfield Yard, Fringford, Bicester OX27 8DN 

Telephone: 01869 278233 Email jcs@pcsd.co.uk  
 
THE PARISHES ARE PART OF THE DEANERY OF BICESTER AND ISLIP AND THE DORCHESTER 
EPISCOPAL AREA OF THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD  
 
HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, HETHE,  
Mass: 4 p.m Saturday. 
Weekday Mass: 9.30 am Monday  
Priest: Very Rev. Canon John Batthula, Henley House, 12 The Causeway, Bicester, OX26 6AW. 
Telephone: 01869 253277 
Website: http://www.holytrinityhethe.co.uk/ 
 
SHELSWELL NEWS 
 
Published monthly. To subscribe, contact Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, 
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
 
EDITORIAL E NQUIRIES: Rosemary Farmery, 17 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley, Bicester OX27 9BN  
Telephone: 01869 277402   Email editor@shelswellparishes.info  
 
ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES:  Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, 
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS TREASURER:  Phillip Rushforth, 7 Chinalls Close, Finmere, Buckingham, MK18 4BQ 
Tel: 01280 848534  Email prfinmere@btinternet.com 

 
Deadlines for the May 2023 edition of Shelswell News 
To Magazine Correspondents:    Friday     14 April 
Correspondents to Editor:         Sunday     16 April    at editor@shelswellparishes.info 
 
All articles must be submitted in WORD in a format that can be COPIED AND PASTED PLEASE 

www.shelswellparishes.info 
   Many thanks for your cooperation. 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS ARCHIVE . to look up previous issues of the Shelswell News.   Please go to the Benefice website 

and look at the Archive.  If the issue you want to refer to is not there please contact the Benefice office .
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MINISTERõS LETTER 
 

Keep the World on its Toes!  Geoffrey Lowson is the author of this article from The Sign  

Easter Day is on April 9th this year. The earliest it can be is March 22nd and the latest is 

April 25th. If you want to know how to calculate when Easter will be, there are some 

tables in the front of the Book of Common Prayer which are used to work it out, but 

be prepared to end up with a serious headache. 

Jesus rose from the dead on the day after the Jewish feast of the Passover. At a meeting of Christian leaders in 

Nicaea in AD 325 (the ôCouncil of Nicaeaõ) it was decided to keep the link between Easter Day and Passover. 

But the date of the Jewish Passover is governed by the moon hence, because Passover moves, then Easter 

moves. 

In early Christian history it was even more complicated. The Celtic Church had developed a way of calculating 

the date of Easter which was different from that decided at Nicaea. King Oswy of Northumbria followed the 

Celtic tradition but his wife, Eanfleda, followed the Roman rule, and as a consequence it is recorded (rather 

amusingly) that in AD 661, the Queen was fasting and keeping Palm Sunday in one part of the palace whilst the 

King was celebrating Easter in another part. This resulted in Oswy setting up what has become known as the 

Synod of Whitby in AD 664, presided over by Hilda (the founding abbess of the monastery at Whitby). The 

outcome was that the Roman method was adopted for the whole of the country. 

It could be argued that in 2023 this is all a bit of a nonsense. Why not just pick a date for Easter each year - say 

the second Sunday of April? Well, that may well happen one day, but there are some  

sound arguments for hanging on to the variable date.  

First, the story of Jesusõ crucifixion and resurrection are so very closely linked with the 

Passover; the whole trial and execution were rushed to get them over with before the Feast 

of the Passover. 

Second, one of the ways the Anglican Church operates is by holding three things in a creative tension; a sort of 

three-legged stool - the three legs are Scripture, Tradition and Reason. Tradition on its own could mean, ôweõve 

always done it that wayõ but with the other two legs there, Tradition it always under scrutiny. Certainly ôweõve 

always done it that wayõ would not be my approach, but on big issues which are deeply rooted in the life of the 

church we do need to think carefully before changing them. 

Third, because it moves, there is a different feel to Easter as compared with Christmas. I 

know we have eggs and cards etc., but I wonder if we had a fixed date, then would all the 

razzamatazz we associate with Christmas descend upon Easter too? 

Easter is our greatest Christian Festival. Letõs rejoice in it and keep the rest of the world on its toes by moving it 

about a bit!! 

 

Resurrection Light by Annabel Shilson-Thomas (CAFOD) 

Risen Christ, when darkness overwhelms us, may your dawn beckon. 

When fear paralyses us, may your touch release us. 

When grief torments us, may your peace enfold us. 

When memories haunt us, may your presence heal us. 

When justice fails us, may your anger ignite us. 

When apathy stagnates us, may your challenge renew us. 

When courage leaves us, may your spirit inspire us. 

When despair grips us, may your hope restore us. 

And when death threatens us, may your resurrection light lead us.  

Amen. 
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BIBLE READINGS  
 

Sunday 2nd April Palm Sunday Isaiah 50 v4-9a 
   Philippians 2 v5-11 
   Matthew 21 v1-11 
 

Sunday 9th April Easter Day Jeremiah 31 v1-6 
   Acts 10 v34-43 
   John 20 v1-18 
                                                           or Matthew 28 v1-10 
 

Sunday 16th April 2nd Sunday of Easter Acts 2 v14a & v22-32 
   1 Peter 1 v3-9 
   John 20 v19-end 
 

Sunday 23rd April 3rd Sunday of Easter  Acts 2 v14a and 36-41 
      1 Peter 1 v17-23 
     Luke 24 v13-35 
 

Sunday 30th April  4th Sunday of Easter   Acts 2 v42-end 
      1 Peter 2 v19-end 
      John 10 v1-10 
 

 
JOINT APCM  

 
The parishes of the Shelswell Benefice will be holding one joint Annual Meeting again this year on 
Monday 24th April in Stratton Audley Parish Church starting at 7.30pm. Anyone from across our 
parishes is welcome to attend this meeting, but those on church electoral rolls are particularly 
encouraged to come along to hear about the work of the church over the last year and support the 
church officers. Only those on church electoral rolls are eligible to vote at the meeting. If you are 
not already on the electoral roll of your local church and would like to join then please contact 
Becky at The Rectory on 01280 848192 or email admin@shelswellparishes.info Applications will 
need to be made by Friday 7th April so that the revised rolls can be published for the required period 
ahead of the meeting. 
 
There will be other meetings locally to appoint Churchwardens. These ôAnnual Meetings of 
Parishionersõ or ôVestry Meetingsõ will take place are as follows: 
 
Cottisford and Hardwick Sunday 2nd April (following the 9.15am service at Hardwick) 

Finmere   Sunday 16th April (following the 9.15am service) 

Fringford   Sunday 2nd April (following the 10.45am service) 

Hethe    Easter Day 9th April (following the 9.15am service) 

Mixbury    Easter Day 9th April (following the 9.15am service) 

Newton Purcell  Sunday 2nd April (following the 9.15am service) 

Stoke Lyne   Sunday 26th March (following the 10.45am service) 

Stratton Audley and Godington Sunday 26th March (following the 9.15am service) 

All meetings will be duly advertised via notices in church porches. 
 

mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
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Services in Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday ς 6th April 

Communion and Soup Lunch ς 12 noon Stoke Lyne 

We will take part in a short service of communion, and then enjoy a soup lunch together.  No charge, but donations 
towards the cost of the meal / heating are most welcome. 

Agape Meal ς 7.30 pm at Stratton Audley  

Come and join us as we share a meal together, celebrate the community we experience with each other, and recall 
the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples. 

!ƴ !ƎŀǇŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ƻǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
fellowship:  Jesus ate with his disciples, and fellowship meals were a regular feature in the early church.    

Our Agape meal will include: 

¶ readings, prayers and hymns 

¶ sharing bread and wine 

¶ a two course meal (definitely no need to eat before you come!) 

It is always an excellent occasion: enjoyable and thought provoking.   

DO COME ALONG ς ALL VERY WELCOME!  No charge, but donations towards 
the cost of the meal / heating are most welcome. 

 

Good Friday ς 7th April 

12.15 pm  All Age Service ς Fringford 

This service follows the Good Friday workshop which takes place in Fringford Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and 
where we will be thinking about the events of Holy Week through craft and other activities. 

We will process from the village hall to the church in time for a 12.15 start, bringing some of the things we have 
made with us.   

You are very welcome to come along to the short service of readings, hymns and reflections, whether or not you 
have been involved in the workshop! 

2.00 pm Last Hour on the Cross ς Godington 

A devotional service with music, readings, reflections and prayers in the beautiful setting of Godington Church. 
 
6 pm  Devotional Service with Shelswell Group Choir ς Hardwick 

An inspirational and very special service of readings, prayers and music 

Easter Day ς 9th April 

Come and rejoice in the good news of the resurrection!  
Depending on the church you choose, you may well find 
there are some chocolate eggs and possibly even a glass of 
bucks fizz to help with the celebrations. 

9.15 am ς Easter Communion with hymns in Cottisford, 
Finmere, Hethe and Mixbury 

10.45 am ς Easter Communion with hymns in Fringford, 
Hardwick, Newton Purcell, Stoke Lyne and Stratton Audley 
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HELP ï NEW BENEFICE TREASURER NEEDED! 

 

 
We will shortly be needing a new treasurer for our group of churches. Could this be you? Most of the 

transactions can be dealt with electronically and our current systems seem to be working smoothly so it 
should be fairly straightforward for someone new to step in and take over. Meetings of Benefice Council 

take place about four times a year and at other times liaison with the Rector and Benefice Administrator is 
mainly by email. If you would be interested to find out more about the role, then do contact Alice for a chat 

on 01280 848192 or rector@shelswellparishes.info  
 

Fringford Village Hall 

Friday 7th April 

10 ς 12 am  

Good Friday Workshop 

followed by an All Age Service for Good Friday in 

Fringford Church 

Come and explore the events of Holy Week and Easter 

Craft, story and refreshments 

Everyone welcome! 

 
Further details from Alice Goodall: alicegoodall313@gmail.com / 01280 848192 

mailto:rector@shelswellparishes.info
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Fun @ Four 
4  ̄6 pm, Sunday 16th April  

Stoke Lyne Church 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus and the story of the lost sheep 

Crafts, worship, sandwiches and cake  ̄ 
and maybe even the chance to say `hello' to a lamb! 

No charge for this event  ̄everyone is welcome!  

 
 

 
Sea of Galilee 

 
A vicar planning an Easter pilgrimage to the Holy Land was shaken when he found it would 
cost him £50 an hour to rent a boat on the Sea of Galilee. 
He protested to the travel agent that the cost was ridiculous. òThat might be true,ó replied the 
travel agent, òbut you have to take into account that the Sea of Galilee is water on which our 
Lord Himself walked.ó 
òWell,ó said the vicar, òat Ã50 an hour for a boat, I am not surprised!ó 

 
 

 
  



8 
 

LOVE YOUR BURIAL GROUND WEEK  
24th ð 30th April 

Our churchyards are very special places, and this year we 
are celebrating them by observing ôLove your Burial 
Ground Weekõ.   Formerly known as ôCherishing 
Churchyards Week,õ this is a nationwide week established 
in 2013 to encourage us to learn more about and admire 
the beauty and serenity of our churchyards.  The week 
officially happens in the second week of June, but 
because we like to do things differently in Shelswell, we 
are going to observe it in the week 24th ð 30th April ! 

Thursday 27th April  
Afternoon: Workshop for Finmere School in Finmere Churchyard 

Thursday 27th April  
7.30 pm : ôGrave talkõ in Stratton Audley Church  

Penny Wood will lead us in ôGrave talkõ ð an opportunity to think about a variety of topics to do with death, 
wills, funerals and so on, and all whilst enjoying some tea and good cake. 

Saturday 29th April,  
10 am ð 12 noon ð Open workshop -  Stratton Audley Churchyard 

An open workshop for people of all ages exploring the 
flora and fauna of the churchyard.  You donõt need to live 
in Stratton Audley to come! 

The workshop will be led by Stephen Nisbet, MBiolSci 
CEcol MCIEEM.  Ste is a Chartered Ecologist with 9 
years' experience in the Ecology sector. He works for 
Atkins as an Associate Ecologist and is currently on 
secondment to East West Rail Alliance, where he holds the 
role of Section Ecologist.  Ste is interested in all sorts of 
UK species and habitats, but particularly in herpetology 
(amphibians and reptiles). 

Ste will be staking out some suitable spots in the churchyard with wildlife cameras in advance of the event and 
bringing the footage with him, so that we can see what nocturnal wildlife there is, and he will be laying out some 
reptile mats in sunny spots to hopefully attract any amphibians, reptiles and interesting invertebrates for us to 
see.  He will be taking these away with him after the event, but will be leaving us with a bug hotel. 

What you need to bring: 

¶ weather-appropriate clothing and footwear 

¶ binoculars and hand lenses or magnifying glasses, should 
you have them.  

We will provide: 

¶ Hot drinks and maybe even a bacon roll! 

There is no charge for this event ð it would be helpful if 
you can let Alice know that you plan to come by emailing 
alicegoodall313@gmail.com or phoning 01280 848192 so 
she gets enough bacon in, but if you forget, just turn up. 

 

Sunday 30th April  
10.45 am ð Fringford Churchyard ð an outdoor service for the whole Benefice  

Come and celebrate Godõs glorious creation with songs and hymns, readings and prayers.  Bring a rug or garden 
chair with you if you can.  (And if the weather is absolutely disgusting, we will retreat to inside the church!).   
Refreshments to follow. 

mailto:alicegoodall313@gmail.com
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Lighthouse Shelswell  
 

Why not join the Lighthouse team! 

 
 

If you are a teenager / adult and could be available during the Lighthouse week, why not come along and lend a 
hand!  There is always room for new volunteers ς you might want to: 

 ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 

 contribute a cake to keep the volunteers going 

 help make coffee 

 look after the tiny ones 

 prepare the crafts or lead sports 

 or who knows what else! 

You could help every day or just a couple of mornings! 
Contact Alice Goodall to discuss further ς alicegoodall313@gmail.com or 01280 848192 
Or go to the Lighthouse website to find out more and to register as a volunteer: https://lighthousecentral.org/ 

 

 
 

 

  

mailto:alicegoodall313@gmail.com
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REGISTRY 
This section will announce any baptisms, marriages and funerals that have recently taken place within 

the Shelswell benefice 
 

 

Baptisms 

Isla Mary Elizabeth McCorquodale 
11th February 2023 

It was just a month since the McCorquodale family had been in St Edmund and St George, Hethe, for the 
baptism of William, and here they were again, this time with bringing his cousin Isla to be christened!  Once 
again there were some lovely flowers provided by Sandra Green making the church even more lovely. 

Isla is the first child of Malcolm and Flora McCorquodale, second grandchild to Hamish and Mary 
McCorquodale.  She was born in October 2022.  Malcolm grew up in Hethe and has fond memories of his 
association with the church.  He, Flora and Isla currently live in London where he works as an insurance broker 
and Flora as a teacher.   

Flora and Malcolm had all sorts of reasons for wanting to have Isla christened.  Partly they were aware of just 
how lucky they were to have her and wanted to say ôthank youõ for her safe arrival.  They also hope that as she 
grows up, she will take on the values that the Christian faith espouses, and that she will come to know that 
wherever she is, there will always be a church group there to support her.   

Malcolm and Flora had chosen two hymns for the service: ôLord of the danceõ and ôLord of all hopefulnessõ 
which we sang along with the organ played by Flora Skinner.  Their Bible reading were Ephesians 4: 1 ð 6 and 
was read by Emily Lees-Millais.   This passage follows on from Saint Paul waxing lyrical about how amazing it is 
that God pours his spirit into us and that we can be filled to the measure of all the fulness of God.  And having 
said all that, he goes on to say ô therefore lead a life worthy of your vocationõ and to describe something of the 
way that our faith should be expressed in our lives.  We presented Isla with a childrenõs Bible and a card with 
some prayers in it to help her on her way, and she also has five godparents to give her support and 
encouragement as she grows in faith: Kat, Anna, Lara, George and Hugo.   

After Isla had been baptised, everyone wrote their own prayer for her, and these were collected up for her to 
look at in the years to come.  She was presented with a baptism candle by little Hugo (not Hugo the godparent 
but the young son  of Anna, one of the other godparents). 

After the service, the christening party went back through the side gate to the Old Rectory for drinks, canapes 
and lunch. 

We pray that Isla will come to know the reality of ôbeing filled to the measure of all the fulness of Godõ for 
herself. 

 

Ephesians (4:1-6) 

 

I, the prisoner in the Lord, therefore 

implore you to lead a life worthy of 

your vocation. Bear with one another 

charitably, in complete selflessness, 

gentleness and patient. Do all you can 

to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the 

peace that binds you together. There is 

one Body, one Spirit, just as you were 

all called into one and the same hope 

when you were called. There is one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one 

God who is the Father of all, over all, 

through all and within all. 
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Marriages 

Lorna Elizabeth BERRY and Adam Patrick TODD 
Saturday 11th February 2023 
St Michael and All Angels, Finmere 

Adam and Lorna met 9 years ago when they were at Cumbria 
University.  His course was in Forestry and hers In policing.   They 
both lived on campus, and had caught each otherõs eyes.  She wasnõt 
interested to start with, but then he invited her over for a roast 
dinner.  They have been together ever since. Now they live in Hethe 
with their dog.  Adam works as a Senior Forest Consultant and Lorna 
has now left the police and workes for Social Services as a Local 
Authority Designated Officer.   

When Adam and 
Lorna became engaged 
in September 2021, 
they decided that they 
would like to get 
married in Finmere 
Church.  Although he 
had grown up in 
Suffolk, his famly used 
to visit Finmere very regularly to see his uncle Tim Killeen who 
lived in Finmere.   Adam is very close to Brendan, now Rev 
Canon Dr Brendan Killeen, Priest in the Catholic Parishes of The 
Sacred Heart, Weston Favell and Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, 
Great Billing in Northants.  So of course it made sense to invite 
Brendan to do the address at the wedding and to lead the prayers.   
Which he was delighted to do. 

The bride entered the church to Pachabelõs Canon in D played on 
the organ by Pam Morgan.  Adam and Lorna chose two hymns 
for their wedding: ôAll things bright and beautifulõ and ôSing 
hosannaõ.  Their Bible reading was 1 Corinthians 13: 1 ð 13 and 
was read by Joshua Collett.  They also had an excerpt from 
Captain Correlliõs Mandolin read by Lewis Quinn.  The signing of 
the marriage document was witnessesd by Erin Berry and Steven 
Dark, and whilst that was happening, the congregation listened to 
a recording of ôThe Gaelõ from the Last of the Mohicans.  The 
newly weds left the church to Handelõs Hornpipe in D from The 
Water Music.   

We wish them every happiness in their new life together. 

 

Funerals 

Peter Harry Curtis 2nd July 1929 - 2nd February 2023 

Peter was born in the Parish of Stoke Lyne, in Woodbine Cottage, Swifts House. The family later moved to 
Bainton and then to Church Farm in Stoke Lyne, where Peterõs granddad was farming.  

With his older sister Norah, Peter walked across the fields in all weathers to Stoke Lyne School. On leaving 
primary school he went to Bicester Grammar School and was provided with a bike to get him there. 

It was at a Young Farmersõ ball at Kirtlington Park that Peter met Hazel. They married in 1956 at Kirtlington 
Church and had two sons, Philip and Brian. 

 

9ȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /ƻǊǊŜƭƭƛΩǎ aŀƴŘƻƭƛƴΩ 
by Louis De Benières 

Love is a temporary madness. 

It erupts like an earthquake and then 
subsides. And when it subsides you have 
to make a decision.  You have to work out 
whether your roots have become so 
entwined together that it is inconceivable 
that you should ever part.  Because this is 
what love is. 

Love is not breathlessness, it is not 
excitement, it is not the promulgation of 
promises of eternal passion.  That is just 
being in love, which any of us can convince 
ourselves we are. 

Love itself is what is left over when being 
in love has burned away, and this is both 
an art and a fortunate accident.  Those 
that truly love, have roots that grow 
towards each other underground, and 
when all the pretty blossom have fallen 
from their branches, they find that they 
are one tree and not two. 
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Peter was active in church life at St Peterõs, Stoke Lyne. He was an altar boy, a server, and a bellringer. He read 
the lesson at services, went onto the PCC and became a Church Warden. And, very importantly, he wound 
church clock. 

His interests in village life were wide ð he was a member of the Parish Council, he belonged to Tusmore Cricket 
Club, and enjoyed playing tennis. There was a tennis court in front of Church Farm, the scene of happy 
gatherings of family and neighbours. 

With his father, Peter worked hard on the farm. When the farm was sold, Peter had the chance of buying the 
cottage. Hazel took on the Post Office and Peter took on gardening jobs, helping anyone who needed his 
assistance. 

After much searching for the right place, Peter and Hazel moved to the bungalow in The Limes, Stratton Audley 
more than 25 years ago. They wanted to stay in this Benefice where they already knew people and had many 
friends. 

On retirement Peter & Hazel had a trip to Scotland, and from then on enjoyed Bed and Breakfast holidays at 
farmhouses in different parts of this country. Through these holidays they got to know some lovely people.  

Although Peter was quiet, he had a lively sense of humour. The leisure pursuits he enjoyed were gardening, 
reading and completing crosswords with Philip on Sunday afternoons.  

Although Peter and Hazel didnõt have much, they had a largely happy life and enjoyed what they did together. 
Of course, there were ups and downs and worries, and especially the great sadness of Philipõs death, but they 
were supported by their faith, their love for each other and by Brian and Lorna and family and friends. 

When Peter was confined to the house, Hazel and Peter went through the many memories they made during 
their long life together. Although Peter couldnõt get out, the world came to him in the form of carers of different 
nationalities. Hazel & Peter had many interesting conversations with them. 

ôGodliness with contentment is great gainõ is a sentence from the New Testament that sums up Peterõs life. 

Peterõs well-attended funeral was held at the church of St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley on 21st 
February, followed by refreshments provided by Stoke Lyne WI. Verses from Peterõs favourite passage, 
Ecclesiastes chapter 3, were read by Brian Curtis. The hymns: The Lordõs my Shepherd; Abide with Me; and the 
Bellringers Hymn, ôUnchanging Godõ, were accompanied by the organist, Flora Skinner. 
 

Clarissa Anne Brent-Smith 
7th March 1955 ð 15th February 2023 

Stratton Audley church was full to bursting for the funeral of Clarissa 
Brent-Smith on Monday 27th February as her friends and family 
gathered together to give thanks for her life and say their farewells. 

Clarissa was one of five siblings, with two sisters and two brothers. In 
early years the family lived in Bisham near Maidenhead, and then in 
Staines. For a period of time when she was about five, they had 
lived  in Malta, following her father Peter who was a Royal Marine. 
When Clarissa was working in London in the late ô70õs, her parents 
moved to Jeddah in Saudi Arabia for a few years, and Clarissa took a 
six month sabbatical to join them and experience another culture.  

Clarissa and Ian met 50 years ago when he was in the army and based 
in London.  At a friendõs birthday dinner he met a group of girls 
renting a flat nearby in Thurloe Street, including one Clarissa Harris.  Rather the worse for wear, he, along with 
some others, ended up spending the night on the floor of the flat.  A few weeks later, he had been posted to his 
regiment and needed a partner for a party.  So he drove from Colchester to Thurloe Street.  There was no reply, 
and he was heading despondently back to the car when an upstairs window opened and a woman asked if he 
was looking for the girls who used to rent the flat.  He drove to their new address, the door was opened by 
Clarissa and the rest is history.  Together they had three houses, created three gardens, had three children and six 
grandchildren, skied together, sailed together, travelled together. 
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Both she and Ian loved the challenges presented by their new houses.  Ian has a photo of Clarissa, 8 months 
pregant, hurling enormous stones down a chimney from a first floor bedroom as they demolished it whilst 
installing a wood burning stove.  In that house they did a complete rewire and installed new water and heating ð 
Clarissa wielded the blowtorch and became expert at soldering the pipes.  Ian has also found their planting lists 
laid out year by year for the new garden in Stratton Park, all in Clarissaõs handwriting.  The garden was a field 
when they arrived but Clarissa transformed it into a beautiful space. 

Clarissa was someone who devoted herself to other people ð her 
family, friends, charities, parish council and more.  Her eldest 
daughter Camilla describes how the overwhelming feeling 
associated with her mum is one of comfort and security, of 
knowing that whenever Clarissa was in the house, they were in the 
very best hands: utterly capable and calm.   She was an 
extraordinary listener.  Her children felt they could talk to her 
about anything, and did ð whether a difficult friendship at school, 
a broken teenage hear or a hard day with a small baby.  She 
listened and gave considered, careful and loving advice. She was 
always there, never able to say no, generous to a fault with her 
time for them all.  And she delighted in becoming a grandmother, 
showing the same smile and love to them as she had shown to her 
children. 

Everyone always found an uncritical warm welcome from Clarissa, 
whether relatives, friends, or friends of the children ð Clarissa 

always treated everone the same way, put them at their ease and made them feel part of the family straight away.  
She would sit at the head of the table in the kitchen, quietly watching over the crowd gathered there ð whether it 
was high tea, a rowdy childrenõs party, a group of teenagers, or just the familiy, she revelled in brining people 
together over piles of her fabulous food. 

The food ð Clarissa learnt to cook at Winkfield Place, and was the only girl taken onto the teaching staff as soon 
as she graduated.   For years, she ran lunches for City of London companies, then worked in the Cherwell 
Boathouse restaurant in Oxford, then for Caro McFarlanõs catering business and later her restaruant, Froggies in 
Middleton Stoney.  She ran cookery classes for friends and did demonstrations for charity.  When Caro moved 
into pub and hotel training, Clarissa ran her office for her, using her organisational skills to help Caro create a 
leading training company. 

When Clarissa stopped working for Caro, she took on mentoring young people in Bicester, and then became a 
volunteer driver for Oxfordshire, taking people to doctors and hospital appointments.  As with family and 
friends, she was always looking for ways to help others.   She played a full part in village life.  She was a regular 
worshipper at St Mary and St Edburga, served on the PCC for many years, and was a totally reliable person on 
the church rota.  She was on the parish council and helped with running both church and village events.  And 
most latterly she was magazine treasurer until her illness meant she had to step down.   

Clarissa lived a full and varied life, sadly cut short by Alzheimerõs.  She will be hugely missed, and our prayers are 
with Ian and the family as they adjust to carrying on without her.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eileen Bessie Curtis 
 

The funeral service for the late Eileen Curtis took place on Wednesday 15th March. Her obituary will appear in 
the next monthly magazine. 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ /ƭŀǊƛǎǎŀΩǎ ŎƘƛƭdren 
learnt from her: 

× to have the confidence to be 

yourself and not follow the crowd 

× to create a home where everyone 

feels completely at ease, relaxed 

and well fed. 

× to look endlessly at the wonders 

of life and revel in the tiniest of 

miracles 

× to go to a seemingly empty fridge 

and conjure up a meal for the 

whole family 

{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 
By simply being who they are, they make the world a little 
ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƴŜ 
we realise how lucky we are to have known them. 
Anon 
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Club News 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 
SHELSWELL WI  

 
It was fantastic to see nearly all the members at our AGM on March 2nd.  After the business of the meeting, 
where a new committee was elected with 2 new members joining and our President and Programme Organiser 
stepping down, we enjoyed cheese and wine and a quiz on cheese and wine.  Many said it was the best AGM 
they had attended, and it was certainly one of the most well supported AGMs in recent years.  

A few members turned out for the February walk around Langford Village, which took about an hour, and then 
had coffee and a chat afterwards.  In March we are walking around the village of Stratton Audley, where one of 
our members will give us a history of the village through its buildings. 

Our April meeting is on April 6th and Robert Peckham from Imagex in Bicester is coming to talk about how we 
can take better photos.  Newcomers are always welcome, and if people are seeing family, or going away over the 
Easter weekend, or indeed any of the bank holiday weekends in May, you could put your knowledge to good 
effect.   

In May, the village hall is used for local elections and so we have planned a visit to Motorsports UK, which 
should be fascinating.  Most of the members will not have experienced anything like it before and is a good 
example of how the WI enables and encourages its membership to learn about new things and give them the 
opportunity to experience these things as well. 

At this time of year as individual WIs hold their AGMs and new committees are formed, there are workshops 
put on by the Oxfordshire Federation of WIs, to give help and advice to members  about what different roles 
within the organisation involve.  These workshops are available to any interested member and are usually very 
well attended, and very informative.  Yet again, an example of how the WI provides educational opportunities, 
which is one of its key roles. 

In addition to workshops both Oxfordshire and the national WI offer a very wide range of resources for 
members, designed to educate and provide social interaction.  Currently there are many courses, both in person 
and on-line available.   For example, a talk on Pearls and Art Deco, in April, a visit to Ilford Manor Gardens and 
Bath, in May, an introductory course on how to play Croquet, in June and holidays to Cardiff and Thursford 
during the year.  The magazines published by Oxfordshire ð ôOxfordshire Inspiresõ ð and nationally ð ôWI Lifeõ 
ð are both full of interesting, and informative articles, craft ideas, trips and news. 

Coming Up: (Why not try a meeting?  ð newcomers are always welcome). 

Meetings are usually in Fringford Village Hall starting at 7.30 pm. 

April 6th ð How to take better photos with Robert Peckham from Imagex.  May 4th. ð visit to Motorsports UK 

We continue to collect empty foil pill cases and plastic bottle tops for recycling and Pathfinders. 

For more information on Shelswell WI, please contact the president Lesley Beagent on 07729 605670 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

 

SHELSWELL GARDEN CLUB           
 

In February, we had a very entertaining and interesting talk from Don Witton. This was entitled ôPeople, Plants, 
Pleasure and Passionõ.  Don was a teacher for 40 years and had always been a keen gardener. He has a very large 
allotment where he can plant his favourite hardy perennials, meet people create great pleasure for visitors and 
indulge his obvious passion. 
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He told us that he likes to name plants, not with their ôproperõ names or ôcommonõ names but with a name 
associated with a person who perhaps gave or recommended the plant to him. He has an Astrantia called ôBobõ 
after a friend and a Sedum called ôdadõ after his much-loved father. He enjoys having visitors to the allotment 
and the Media. He has been visited by the Gardeners World TV team, not once but twice, when he met Joe 
Swift and Carol Klein. However, the hours of filming at his allotment were reduced to about 5 minutes on TV!  
He also enjoys people sculptures in famous gardens, for example, Bendy Ben in Spetchley Park, Warks and the 
Wirey Worker in Burton Agnes, north Yorks.  
 

His allotment is full of flowers and grasses. In Spring he enjoys Hellebores, a pretty grass called Mellica and 
Dicentra (Love lies bleeding). In summer his favourites are Poppies and Peonies (to name but a few.). His 
greatest passion is for Euphorbias and he has swathes of different varieties.  
 

His passion for gardening shone out during his talk which was illustrated with excellent photos. He was awarded 
a Gold Medal at RHS Tatton Park flower show in the Amateur Garden section. 
 

The magazine deadline falls before our March 14th meeting, but we look forward to hearing from John Morris of 
the Chiltern Woodlands Project, a registered charity based in the Chilterns. He will talk about the founding of 
this project in 1988. John has been working for the project since the start. He works with volunteer groups and 
gives courses in Woodland Management, Tree Identification, and lots more.  He will include many fascinating 
facts about trees. 
 

From March onwards our meetings will be back at Hethe Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. 
 

The rest of this yearõs programme is listed below: 
  

We are awaiting confirmation about our April 11th meeting. 
  

May 16th ð Evening visit to Chivel Farm, near Enstone.  A garden we have been to before but several years ago 
and it was raining! Hopefully this time, the sun will shine and we can see how it has developed.  (A week later 
than usual)   
 

June 13th ð Visit to The Grange, Chalgrove.   www.thegrangegardener.com 
 

July ð Summer Outing, to be confirmed 
 

September 12th ð John Lee with Penstemons.  Owner of Froggery Cottage will talk about these garden 
stalwarts and bring plants to sell. 
We welcome visitors to our club that normally meets at Hethe Village Hall at 7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of 
the month (apart from August). Meetings and outings are open to members and visitors, friends and relatives. 
Plants are for sale at most meetings and your membership card gives you a 5% discount at Preston Bissett 
Nursery and Swallows Nursery in Mixbury. During winter months, some meetings may be held via Zoom. Annual fee is 
only £10! 

For further information, call Sally Drummond Hay on 01280 848591 or Corrine Mitchell on 01869 247411 or 
email shelswellgardenclub@gmail.com 
 

SHELSWELL POETRY APPRECIATION GROUP  

The theme for March is Birds- which is a fitting follow-on to the February theme of Valentineõs Day, when 

birds traditionally were said to choose their mates.   

To begin at the beginningé.Nest Eggs by Robert Louis Stevenson was written for children and is both 

educational and philosophical ð comparing the earthbound life of humans with the beauties of bird life. 

Cuckoos by Andrew Young puts a humorous slant on the empire-grabbing habits of those birds. An 

imaginative account of what happens when an egg hatches is Hatching by Elizabeth Jennings. 

In Thrushes by Ted Hughes and The Darkling Thrush by Thomas Hardy two very different aspects of a 

common garden bird are explored. We may not see green linnets in our garden nowadays, but to Wordsworth 

in his poem The Green Linnet, they were obviously a welcome sight every spring. In Swallows by Andrew 

Young, the acrobatic skills of the birds are in focus, skills we can admire as they soar above our gardens and 

http://www.thegrangegardener.com/
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fields. Another common garden bird, the starling, is presented as a miraculous little machine in Mary Oliverõs 

poem Starlings in Winter. 

The Hawk in the Rain and Hawk Roosting, both by Ted Hughes are vivid descriptions of a common bird 

of prey, whilst The Dalliance of the Eagles by Walt Whitman describes the courtship of a now-rare raptor. 

To a Skylark, by Shelley is one of the most well-known bird poems in the English Language and is a mixture 

of keen observation of the natural world and its expression in poetry, and Tawny Owl by Gillian Clarke, 

White Owl Flies Into and Out of the Field by Mary Oliver and Humming -Bird by DH Lawrence also 

follow that pattern. 

In the poem One Who Knows His Seagulls, Robert P Tristram Coffin gives us a portrait of a bird more 

often anathematised for stealing chips along the seafront than lauded in verse ð and with a humorous twist. A 

stealer of fish from garden ponds, the heron, is the subject of several Haiku poems by the Japanese poet Basho. 

The poem Birds by Xi Chuan, a contemporary Chinese poet, sees birds as òthe skyõs languageó. 

The Blue Booby by James Tate gives the bird a human twist. First Sight of Spring by John Clare is full of 

sound and movement, and Ode to a Nightingale is an exploration of both the bird and its historical 

relationship with humanity.  

Finally, the poem The Golden Bird by Mina Loy describes how a model of a bird captures both qualities of 

the metal it is made from and characteristics of real birds.        

SHELSWELL READING GROUP  

At the February meeting the book discussed was Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Many of us had read 
it at school, but found we appreciated more of its subtleties reading it some years on. As an exploration of facets 
of the ôAmerican Dreamõ in the 1930s it describes the world of migrant labour vividly, and the characters come 
alive on the page. Our emotions are engaged from the first, but we see all the shades of grey in the various 
figures, and we can accept the shocking denouement as inevitable, given the circumstances. 

The March meeting is on the 20th and the book to be discussed is Unsettled Ground by Clare Fuller. If you 
would like to join us please contact Jane Birnage on 01280 847455 or at janebirnage@icloud.com  

 
 SHELSWELL CHOIR  

 

For over 25 years the Benefice has had a small but keen choir made up of members from various parishes.  
Normally  we practice most Tuesday evenings at 7.45pm in Stoke Lyne. and the choir sings at the regular 
monthly Evensong in one of the Benefice churches.  We also sing at the Benefice service which takes place 
whenever there is a fifth Sunday in the month, and at occasional special services (for example Harvests, 
Commemoration of the Departed, Good Friday etc.)   
 

Anyone else interested?  For more information ring Penny on 01869-277310, or Becky (Benefice 
Administrator, on 01280-848192 during office hours, 9.00am to 1.00pm. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday). 
 

mailto:janebirnage@icloud.com
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HOW CAN A CHRISTIAN BE A SCIENTIST?  
 

I used to ask this question as a student. I wondered, who could make it in the world of science and still hold 
onto their faith? Soon enough I met a good number of successful scientists who were sincere Christians, some 
of whom were at my own university. So, what do people like this make of the opportunities and challenges that 
a life in science holds for a Christian? 

Science is an exercise in observing and measuring things in the world, and coming up with general principles 
about the way things are. Exploring the world is a great thing to do to express our gratitude to the Creator. 
There is a sense of awe and wonder that comes when we expand our minds and our horizons by discovering 
things about the universe can feed into our worship. 

Of course, there may be things in science that some Christians donõt want to get involved in because of what 
they believe. But there should also be ethical issues that make them want to get stuck into new research that will 
help people, protect creation, or tackle injustices. I am glad to see that many senior scientists do their best to 
find appropriate ways to make their own faith visible, so that people like my younger self can find role models 
and mentors. 

Another helpful thing about science is that although our beliefs may at times affect what we notice about the 
world and how we interpret our data, they shouldnõt affect the outcome of experiments themselves. This means 
that a scientist can be respected by her colleagues for doing good work, regardless of what she believes and what 
her colleagues think of that worldview. 

In my work at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, and my involvement with Christians in Science, I 
have the privilege of meeting a great number of scientists who are also Christians. One of the most famous 
living biologists is Francis Collins, who was Director of the project to decode the whole of human DNA. He 
wrote that it is òpossible for the scientist-believer to be intellectually fulfilled and spiritually alive, both 
worshipping God and using the tools of science to uncover some of the awesome mysteries of His 
creation.ó(Francis Collins, The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief (Simon and Schuster, 2007) 

From the ôParish Pumpõ website.  

Written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in 
Cambridge 

  

https://faraday-institute.org/
http://www.cis.org.uk/
https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/The-Language-of-God/Francis-Collins/9781847396150
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REPORTS FROM THE PARISHES 
 

Cottisford and Juniper Hill 
St Mary the Virgin 

CHURCHWARDEN:   Charles Jackson, Cottisford House, Cottisford                   Tel 01280 848247 
TREASURER David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick             Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:  Vacancy 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Judith Harvey, Lark Rise Cottage, Juniper HillEmail: judith.harvey@live.co.uk 

                                                               

SNOWDROP SUNDAY 
 

Following ôSnowdrop Sundayõ, we raised £120 for each of the following; the social committee, Cottisford and 
Hardwick PCC and Friends of Cottisford Church.  Thank you once again for all your support.   
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY  
 

By the time you have read this we will have celebrated Mothering Sunday.  We hope each household in the 
Parish enjoyed their primroses. 
 

EASTER DAY SERVICE 
Sunday 9th April  9.15am 

All welcome 
 

HOSTING AN EVENT?  
 

If you would like to support us by holding a coffee morning or pop-up pub, please 
contact sandrambickmore@gmail.com 

 
Finmere 

St Michael and All Angels 
  
CHURCHWARDEN: Steven Myers, 4 White Houses, Mere Rd, Finmere                                        Tel: 07875 102952 
TREASURER:  Jacqueline Chelin, 19 Valley Road, Finmere                                                            Tel 01280 847782 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Katherine Grimston, The Old Rectory, Finmere               Tel: 01280 848364  
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Paul Nash Email: paan63@yahoo.co.uk                                Tel 01280 848268 

 
VICTOR (MONTY) WHITE  

The funeral of Victor (Monty) White took place of Milton Keynes 

Crematorium on 28th February 2023. 

It was an occasion of celebration and thanksgiving for Monty's life.   
The Reverend Lynda Spokes conducted the service which was warm 
and friendly. 

Sandra, his sister, spoke about their life as children and teenagers. Pat, 
his wife spoke about their 56 years of marriage. Finally his Daughter, 
Rebecca, spoke of 'My Dad'. 

Afterwards we met up after at the Mercure Hotel for refreshments and 
exchange of stories and reminiscences. Pat had prepared a 'Memory 
Table' with photos and memorabilia.          

A good life. 

mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
mailto:sandrambickmore@gmail.com
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EASTER DAY SERVICE 
Sunday 9th April  9.15am 

All welcome 
 

FINMEREõS CORONATION WEEKEND 

In celebration of the Coronation of Their Majesties The King and The Queen Consort, on Saturday 6th 
May (if there is sufficient interest), live TV coverage of the ceremonial proceedings in London will be 
screened in Finmere Village Hall. Everyone is welcome to bring their own snacks and drinks in order to 
enjoy the event with others. The timetable for the ceremony is not yet known so watch out for updates in 
forthcoming magazines.  

On Sunday 7th May, there will be a Bring and Share Lunch at the Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 5 
pm. Everyone from the village and surrounding area is welcome. Please bring your own picnic plus a 
plate of food to share with others. If the weather is nice, tables and chairs will be placed on the playing 
field, otherwise we will be inside. 

During the afternoon, the regular òTuesday Teasó team (plus helpers) will serve tea and cake. This event 
will replace the òTuesday Teaó that would normally have been held on 9th May. 

If anyone feels able to bake a cake or offer help serving refreshments, please let Carol (07967 386303) or 
Jo (07974 740312) know. 

On Monday 8th May, as part of the nationõs Big Help Out , volunteers are invited to join a working party 
to help clear undergrowth and cut ivy off trees in the spinney on the southern side of the playing field. 
This is in readiness for further restoration work later in the year. 

 

Village Hall 

The village hall is now fully back in use and many of the regular users have resumed their scheduled events.  

Since the arson attack last year, the hall has been 
completely re-decorated with a number of improved 
facilities added, including updated AV facilities with a new 
projector and large screen, new flooring and front and fire 
exit doors and enlarged storage spaces for regular users.  

WiFi facilities have also been added.  

 
 

For all bookings enquiries, please visit www.myfinmere.com/villagehall 

 

Allotments 

It is pretty well the end of the growing season and most allotment holders are 
digging, weeding and preparing for the winter months. Possibly also planning next 

years plantings. Also considering a ôno-digõ allotment  ê. No-Dig Gardening Guide 
| BBC Gardeners World Magazine 

A reminder to those allotment holders who have not yet paid their fees Π    Come 

on ð pay up!  The Poorõs Plot continues to have a small waiting list for allotment 
plots and there is always a possibility that a few plots may become available shortly, so any aspiring allotment 
users should visit www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot 

The hall will be open on 6th. May, the Day of the Coronation and the dayõs events will be 
projected live onto the large screen.        Tables / chairs will be laid out and everyone is welcome 
to bring their own drinks / food  (coronation chicken, anyone ?)/ snacks and view the coronation 
in what is hoped will be a ôsuitableõ communal atmosphere. 
 

http://www.myfinmere.com/villagehall
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/no-dig-gardening-guide/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/no-dig-gardening-guide/
http://www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot
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Some Finmere related links: 
Finmere facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/ 
Shelswell Parishes website at ð www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere 
Finmere Parish Council website at ð www.finmerepc.org 
Village hall news at ð www.myfinmere.com 
Old Finmere history website ð www.myfinmere.com/history 
Finmere on Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finmereipedia 
Finmere Primary School - www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk 
 

 
 

New initiative in Finmere! 
 

"Tuesday Teas" 

 

If you are at home in the day, please pop into the Village Hall 

for a cuppa & a catch-upé 

 

Tuesday 11th April  from 2 - 4 pm 

Tea, coffee, cake & biscuits 

All locals welcome, no charge 
 

Following the success of the first ñTuesday Teaò on 14 

February, the "Tuesday Teas" will run every 2nd Tuesday of 

the month with our next event being on 11 April 
 

If you need transport, please contact 

Jo (07974 740312) or Katherine (07770 804025) 

 

If anyone would like to help with ñTuesday Teasò, 

we need help serving refreshments, setting out tables, providing lifts and 

BAKING CAKES! 

 
Your baking costs can be reimbursed 

No need to volunteer every month; just help when you cané 
 

http://www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
http://www.myfinmere.com/
http://www.myfinmere.com/history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finmereipedia
http://www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk/
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Fringford 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
CHURCHWARDEN: John Mayo, 10 Church Close, Fringford  Tel 01869 278873 
TREASURER:   Christina McCullagh, 5 Crosslands, Fringford               Tel 07867 515207  
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Penny Wood as below 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands, Fringford          Tel 01869 277310 
VILLAGE HALL CORRESPONDENT: Christine Underwood                            Tel 01869 278949 
WEBSITE      www.fringford.info 
 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, SERVICES & EVENTS 
 
Services 

¶ 2nd April ð Palm Sunday Morning Worship at 10.45am 

¶ 6th April ð Maundy Thursday  
 12 Noon Holy Communion and soup lunch in Stoke Lyne Church 
  7.30pm Agape Meal in Stratton Audley Church 

¶ 7th April ð Good Friday: 
12.15 All Age Service in Fringford Church 
 2.00pm Last Hour on The Cross in Godington Church 
 6.00pm Devotional Service with the Shelswell Choir in Hardwick Church 

¶ 9th April ð Easter Day Holy Communion at 10.45am 

¶ 16th April ð Holy Communion at 10.45am 
 

To find out the times and places of services on other Sundays, please check the back cover of this magazine, our 
website www.shelswellparishes.info, the noticeboard at the church, or ring the Benefice office (01280-848192).  
You will always be welcome in our other parishes. 
 
Easter Lilies 
If you would like to donate an Easter Lily in memory of a loved one, please contact Carol Reader either on 
email: carol.reader@btinternet.com or by telephone 01869-277057.  A stem will cost between Ã5 to Ã7 [weõll 
know a firm figure nearer to Easter]. The lilies will be on display in the church over Easter. 
 

Preparing the church for Easter takes place on Saturday 8th April from 9.30am.  Donations of flowers and 
greenery always gratefully received, as is any help with the cleaning etc. 
 
Open Gardens 
The PCC is planning to hold ôOpen Gardensõ over the weekend of 13/14 May.  The gardens are usually open 
from 1.00pm to 6.00pm.  There will be flower arrangements in the church, and there could be an exhibition of 
paintings.   

¶ Are there some local artists who would like the opportunity to exhibit, and sell, their work?     

¶ Willing to open your garden this year?   

¶ Would you make a cake for the Teas?   
Please contact Penny on 01869-277310. 
 

We are hopeful of arranging a concert in the church on the evening of 14 May, to mark the end of the Open 
Gardens weekend.  Look out for further information in due course. 
 
Fringford Beer Festival on 10 June 2023.   
Plans for the Beer Festival are well in hand.  The festival takes place on the cricket field next to the Butcherõs 
Arms.    Would you like to sponsor a barrel?  If you would, please note that due to rising beer and cider prices, 
sponsorship will cost Ã110.  Please contact Simon Knight on 07598 104444.   Itõs also possible to sponsor the 
entertainment, the first aiders, the generator, and even the toilets! 
 
 

http://www.fringford.info/
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/
mailto:carol.reader@btinternet.com
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You may like to help in some other way ð putting up and taking down the tents, preparing the site on the day 
and clearing up the day after, serving on the bar ð if youõve some time to give please contact Penny Wood on 
277310. 
 

Fringford Church 100 Club 
You can still sign up to the 100 Club.  Contact Christina McCullagh to register your 
 involvement, on 07867 515207.  The draw takes place at the Village Coffee Morning. 
 

Greetings Cards  
Packs of greeting cards (6 cards for £3) available for purchase.  They feature 6 photographs of the church both 
in and outside.  Ring Christina McCullagh on 07867 515207. 

 
 

 

  

Regular Activities held in Fringford Village Hall 
 

 

Details of regular activities taking place in Fringford Village Hall. 
To find out more or book a place, please contact the hirer direct. 

 

 

Weekly Activities 
 

Monthly Activities 

 

                            FS Dance  
         Monday & Wednesday (term time) 

After school classes 
        .![[9¢ ω ¢!t ω ah59wb ω {¢w99¢  
      

leah.fsd@gmail.com or 07885827592 
 

 

Village Coffee Morning 
All ages welcome 

Third Monday in the month - Chinnery Room  
Drop in anytime between 10.30 am and noon 

 
Penny Wood 01869 277310 

 

Puppy Stars 
Dog Training  

Tuesday evening ς various classes 
 

Contact Nick 07542 131400 
www.puppystars.co.uk 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting 
All villagers welcome 

Third Monday in the month 7.45pm 
 

Contact 01844 237766 or 
fringford.parishclerk@gmail.com   

 

Fringford Yoga  
Wednesday (term time) 

9.30am ς 11am 
 

Carolyn White 01869 277161 
 

 

Bicester Sound Bath Meditation 
 

First Sunday of the month from 7.45 pm 
Sonia - contact@holisticaxis.com 

Please text - 07709634847  
 

 

Just Puppies 
Puppy Training 

Wednesday evening ς various classes 
 

Contact Kerri 07720 891489 
www.justpuppies.training 

 

 

Shelswell WI 
 

First Thursday of the month 7.30pm 
 

Contact Lesley Beagent on 07729605670 
 

 

Pilates (new class) 
 

Thursday at 10.00am 
 

natashaflowerspilates@gmail.com  
or 07545 525820 

 

 

Mindfulness Meditation 
 

Monthly Sunday 11am to 12.30pm 
 
 

janerainey17@gmail.com or 07971 008337  
 

 

Village Hall Meeting 
 

Every 6 weeks ς 7.30pm 
 

Open meetings ς all welcome 
 

fringford.hall@gmail.com or 07936 879175  
Contact John 01869 278260 

 

 

Fringford Sewcial 

Sew and Chat! 
 

Alternate monthly Wednesday from 7pm  

& Sunday from 3pm   

Contact Melissa at mamcs100@gmail.com 

 

To book the hall for your own event, please go to fringford.info, village hall, how to book 
Here you will find all the information you will need to book on-line. 

For any other queries please phone or text 07936 879175  
or email: fringford.hall@gmail.com 
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FRINGFORD FRIENDS NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT GROUP  
Support is always available from the Fringford Friends, Neighbourhood Support Group :  

¶ Telephone:   07704 756840 

¶ Email neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info 
To join Fringfordõs Whatõs App Group ring or email Christine Underwood:  07961 972388 or email 
silvercb1@outlook.com                                                                         
 
FRINGFORD VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING    
Village Coffee Mornings will take place on Monday 24 April [note that 24 April is not the usual third Monday of 
the month because the third Monday is Easter Monday and a Bank holiday].  Times are from 10.30am to 12 
noon, in the Chinnery Room at the Village Hall.  Just drop by any time during the morning.  Contact Penny on 
277310 if you want more information. 

 

Hardwick  

St Mary the Virgin 
CHURCHWARDEN:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
TREASURER:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Vacancy 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Veronica Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick     Tel 01869 277690 

WEBSITE: http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk 

 

 
EASTER DAY SERVICE 
Sunday 9th April  10.45am 

All welcome 
 

  
 
 

Donations for Bicester Foodbank 
 

Hardwick church now has a collection box for donations of tinned and dry foods for Bicester Foodbank, a charity 
that makes food available to local people in crisis. There is currently a desperate need for more donations of food 
for the growing numbers of people in real need.  This can only get worse over the next few months. So, please 
help by placing your donations in the collection box in the church porch. This will be checked regularly, and 
donations delivered directly to the Foodbank. 

 
 

Hardwick  Church new guidebook 
 

The new 2022 guidebook for Hardwick church and the parish of Hardwick with Tusmore is now available. This 
44-page booklet has over 20 colour photos and provides a fascinating insights into the features and history of 
Hardwick church, the village and the Tusmore Estate.  You can collect a copy from the church or contact David 
Barnes (01869 277690), who can send one to you. We ask that you make a minimum donation of £5 to church 
funds. 
 

 

Pilgrim Pathways 
 

Why not walk the Hethe to Hardwick to Cottisford to Hethe òPilgrim Pathwayó. This is the first of what will be 
a network of walks between local religious sites being organised by the Bicester and Islip Deanery. This 4 mile 
circular route takes in the C of E churches of each of these villages as well as Holy Trinity, Hetheõs RC church. 
You can start and end your walk at any point on the route, which takes in some glorious North Oxfordshire 
countryside. Pick up a free brochure outlining the route from any of the three C of E churches or contact David 
Barnes (01869 277690), who can send one to you. 

mailto:neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info
mailto:silvercb1@outlook.com
http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk/
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H ARDWICK CHURCH IS OPEN DAILY  
 

 Visit Hardwick Church 
Open Daily: 10 am ð 4 pm 

Available for: 
Private prayer and quiet contemplation 

Viewing the architecture, memorials and stained-glass windows 
Please make use of this special space 

 
Hethe 

St Edmund and St George 
 

CHURCHWARDEN: Flora Skinner, Fox Hollow, 2 Hardwick Road, Hethe                              Tel 01869 277366 
TREASURER:  Mike Green, Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe    Tel 01869 278166 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Flora Skinner       as above                             
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:            Mike Green          as above  Tel 01869 278166 

WEBSITE: www.hethe.org 
 
 

If you have any news or a village event to publicise, please send the details to me, where possible with a photo, 
and if suitable I will add them to next monthõs news and include them on the village web site.  The deadline for 
the May edition of the Shelswell News is on Page 2. 
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ST EDMUND & ST GEORGE CHURCH  
 
Church Services and Events 
 
Our Easter Sunday Service will start at 9.15am on 9th April.  See the back page for 
details of other services in our church.  You will be welcome at any of these 
services and in other churches in the benefice, or if you are away from the 
Shelswell area, you can find a nearby service through the web site 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com. 
 
The church is open every day for visits and private prayer.  Works are currently on hold while we identify a new 
Church Architect and obtain up to date costs and funding.   

 
 
How the parish pays to keep the church open and availableé.Regular giving is the best source of income 
for the church.  There is now a feature in Parish Giving to make a one-off gift through a single transaction using 
a debit or credit card, or Apple or Google Pay, using the secure PGS website.  If you wish to give specifically to 
maintain the rear part of the churchyard, you can give through this facility or pass your donation to Flora or 
Mike. 
 

 
 Scan here to make a one-off donation or to set up regular giving by direct debit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 Club.  There are still plenty of numbers if you 
wish to join!  Please contact Mike or one of the 
other PCC members for an application form.  The 
form and full details of the scheme are on the village 
website. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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Annual Church Meetings.  The Annual Meeting of Parishioners (AMP) will now take place after the Easter 
Sunday Service on 9th April.  The AMP hears nominations for Church Wardens.  If you would like to be 
considered please speak to Flora, Mike or Alice.  The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held 
with other churches in the benefice on Monday 24th April, starting at 7.30pm, in Stratton Audley Church.  All 
parishioners are welcome to attend the APCM to find out what our PCC, and other PCCs in the benefice, have 
been doing. 
 

HETHE COMMUNITY ACTI VITY  
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The Kingõs Coronation ð the Coronation Big Lunch Sunday 7th May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Jean Ramsey has been busy planning for our 
village celebration for the Kingõs Coronation.  She has 
consulted with as many people as she can, and the following 
is the story so far, but note that she is always open to 
suggestions and offers of help! 
 
òThis time we want to make use of the Village Hall and the 
playing field and emphasise the greenness (reuse, recycle) of 
the project by getting away from single use plastic 
decorations, etc. We would like participants to bring their 
own cutlery and plates from home, but if anyone forgets 
there are plenty of supplies in the Village Hall.ó 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draft running order for Sunday 7th May: 
11:00 Gather the helpers to get tables, gazebos and chairs set up 
12:30 Sit down to lunch 
2:00 Childrenõs games, races, tug of war, welly-wanging, etc, range of quieter craft activities 
 

Also 
Fancy dress Kings and Queens through the ages? 
Best dressed dog competition 

 

5:00 Bring Your Own Afternoon tea 
7:30 Onwards dancing and streaming the Coronation Concert. 

 
Monday 8th May ð the òBig Clear Upó. 
 
 
Elections on 4th May.  Note that photographic evidence will be required for all voters at these local elections. 

 
Parish Council.  Meeting dates for 2022/2023.  Please note that all meetings are held In Hethe Village Hall 
starting at 8.00pm and that Planning Meetings will be called as required. 
 

April 18th AGM of the Parish 

May 16th AGM of the Parish Council 

July 11th Parish Council Meeting 

October 17th Parish Council Meeting 

January 23rd 2024 Parish Council Meeting 

 
The AGM of the Parish is not a formal Parish Council meeting, it is a meeting of the people of the parish, 
although it is chaired by the Parish Council Chairman and the Parish Clerk will organise the meeting and take 
minutes.  Any person on the electoral register of the parish is entitled to speak at this meeting.   
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The Village Hall Management Committee are proud to announce that 
they now have Full Fibre Broadband inclusive of the hire fee.  For 
bookings, please contact the village hall booking secretary 
fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
The Stay & Play Group contact is Jess, email: jessicablamb@yahoo.co.uk. 

 
The Hardwick Road Allotments.  Please note that the contact for the allotments off the Hardwick Road is 
now Yvonne Thomas, 3 Wilson Way, Caversfield, OX27 8FB, tel 243536 or 07773065890.  The agents are 
Carter Jonas for the Oxford Diocese. 
 

Mixbury 
All Saints 

CHURCHWARDENS:  Martin Ayres, Northwell Farm, Finmere                                   Tel 07899 792552                                    
Alec Howard, Middlestead, Mixbury                                        Tel 01280 848295 

TREASURER:                 David Mitchell.   2 Town Farm, Mixbury                              Tel 01280 847769 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Anna Howard  Tel 01280 848295 
MAGAZINE CORRESPNDENT: Sue Goodman    pasgoodman551@gmail.com  Tel 01280 848002 

 

If you have any news articles for the Parish Magazine please do not forget to let your Magazine Correspondent 
know in good time ð deadline dates are normally found on the inside cover of the Shelswell News.  Sue 
Goodman; email: pasgoodman551@gmail.com or telephone: 01280 848002. 

 
CHURCH SERVICES  

 

Easter Day Service 
Sunday 9th April  

Holy Communion at 9.15am 
All welcome. 

 
MIXBURY CHURCH CLEANING ROTA (Revised 2023 - 2024) 

 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to go on this rota in order to clean and to help maintain the church 
throughout the year. Your hard work is very much appreciated. 
 
April                         Emma Bray and Viv Williams 
May   Alison Bailey, Pam Burrill and Jules Channon 
June                             Nicola Adams and Anna Howard 
 
If anyone else would like to help with cleaning, we would be very grateful for extra volunteers. This would help 
to lighten the load on otherwise busy people. The job only requires a couple of hours simple cleaning in your 
allotted month, and if you can find a partner or join a group of two to make groups of three, it can be a pleasant 
way to involve yourself in the village and familiarise yourself with our beautiful church. For more information 
please contact -  Julie Mitchell on 01280 ð 847769 

mailto:fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jessicablamb@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:pasgoodman551@gmail.com
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MIXBURY CHURCH FLOWER ROTA 2023 
If anyone would like to be added to the rota or removed, please contact Eryl Tobin on 07840 464541 or 848466. 
Thank you to all those who decorate our church with beautiful flowers.  It's always appreciated. 
 
April    Easter 9th April ð Everyone 
May                             Barbara Mortimer 
June                             Kate Darby 
 

 
MIXBURY POP UP PUB NIGHTS  

 
The Mixbury Pop Up Pub has been a tradition in the village for many years now and is a lovely way to socialise 
and make friends.  The hosts provide the venue, glasses and a few nibbles and the guests arrive with their own 
drinks. 
 

If you are interested in hosting a pub night please contact Tanya ð email: markandtanya@yahoo.co.uk.  
 
 

SPRINGTIME  AROUND MIXBURY  
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:markandtanya@yahoo.co.uk
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Save The Dates: 
Cherwell District Local Elections 4th May 2023,  

Polling Station Mixbury Parish Church, Mixbury 
7am-10pm 

 

 
There will be a village picnic in the grounds of The Old 
Rectory with kind permission from James and Amanda 

(Thank you!) to celebrate the Kings Coronation  
Sunday 7th May 2023 

  

Invitation from Swallows Nursery 
Friday 19th May 2023 

There is going to be a Special  Preview of Swallows Nursery & Plant Centre.  Come and visit the Nursery and 
view the exciting new Show Gardens whilst enjoying a complimentary drink. We look forward to welcoming 

you. RSVP Drop in or email: enq@swallowsnursery.co.uk 
 
 

Newton Purcell 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Ann von Maltzahn, Home Farm Shelswell Park              Tel 01280 848680  
                      Vacant 
TREASURER:      Fai Li                                                                               Tel: 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Flora Skinner                                        Tel: 01869 277366  
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Ann von Maltzahn                                   Tel 01280 848680 

 
 
Services : -  
Sunday 2nd April - 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion 
Easter Sunday 9th April - 10.45 a.m. Easter Communion 

 
Annual Meeting of Parishioners - 
This will follow the service on Sunday 2nd April and its main purpose is to elect your Churchwardens for the 
coming year. Please attend if you are able. 
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Easter Sunday - 
 

 
St Michael & All Angels Church 

Newton Purcell 
 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE 
10.45am SUNDAY 9th APRIL 2023 

 
Followed by  

EASTER EGG HUNT, RAFFLE & REFRESHMENTS 
Join us for the fun ς All welcome. 

 
 
We look forward to welcoming all who are able to join us for this Special Easter Sunday service. 

 
Bonus Ball Lotto - 
Recent lucky winners have been Gillian Francis, Ann von Maltzahn and Fay Harris. 

 
Church Cleaning & Flower Rota - 
We still need willing volunteers to help with keeping the church clean and providing simple flowers for the alter 
each month. Please contact Ann von Maltzahn for details. ann_maltzahn@yahoo.com  or  telephone as above. 

 

Stoke Lyne 

St Peterõs 
CHURCHWARDEN: Christopher Poole CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk                    Tel 01869 346020 
TREASURER:    Janey Poole         janey@oxford-educational.co.uk     Tel 07810 120457 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Emma Brown 
MAGAZINE  CORRESPONDENT:         Rena Andrews    renacyanlion@btinternet.com Tel: 01869 346653 
PARISH ROOM BOOKINGS :  Kelly and James Holden-White kholdenwhite@aol.com  Tel 01869 345211 

WEBSITE   www.stokelyne.org  
 
Please keep in your thoughts all that are suffering with ill health or have lost a loved one. 
 
 
St Peterõs Church Stoke Lyne Services 

 

Sunday 2nd April ð ôFood for Thoughtõ at 10am 
Thursday 6th April ð Maundy Thursday Holy Communion and Soup Lunch at 12 noon 
Easter Day 9th April ð Holy Communion at 10.45am 
Sunday 23rd April ð Holy Communion at 10.45am 

 
 
Flower Duty for April 
 

Janey Poole 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ann_maltzahn@yahoo.com
mailto:CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:renacyanlion@btinternet.com
mailto:kholdenwhite@aol.com
http://www.stokelyne.org/
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I think Spring will soon be on its way. 
 
The snowdrops in the Churchyard put on a wonderful display and the daffodils will soon be blooming along the 
church wall. 
 

 
Photo by Brenda Hazel, Feb 2023 

 
As I walked round the village delivering the last magazine, I looked at the gardens and saw lots of snowdrops 
and daffodils shooting up.    I also noticed some blackthorn starting to appear and hopefully when that is over 
we will start to have warmer weather and the trees will put on their lovely blossoms. 
 

Rena Andrews 
 
 
Stoke Lyne W.I. ð Thursday, 9th  March 2023 at Hethe Village Hall 
 

Unfortunately, this meeting was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.   The speaker contacted our 
programme secretary last week to say she wouldn't be able to come as she was having treatment on her eyes and 
wouldn't be able to drive.    Owing to the weather conditions on our meeting day and as we didn't have a 
speaker it was decided to cancel the meeting as we had already had some members sending their apologies, 
 

Rena Andrews 
 
 
ôShelswell-by-the-Seaõ ð 27th and 28th February 
 

I would like to thank the Ministry Team and the volunteer helpers for arranging these two days which make a 
relaxing break.   On arrival you are greeted with tea and cake/biscuits and there are various tables laid out where 
you can put a jigsaw together which goes down very well while there is another table for various crafts.   A few 
people brought knitting with them and others read the papers and did the crosswords.  Sherry was on offer to 
those who would like it. 
 

This is a way of getting people together and there is lots of chatter, catching up with news from the different 
villages.   At 1 pm we sat down to lunch starting with a glass of sherry and then you have a main course and a 
pudding course followed by tea or coffee and there is a good selection of choices on offer. 
 

We then move back and this time we had a game of chair netball which was quite funny as we tried to get the 
ball into the net that was on a frame on the floor.    Round about 3 pm we had tea and cake again - I don't think 
anyone would need any more to eat again in the evening! 
 

A lady from one of the other villages said how nice it was to meet up and thanked the Ministry Team and the 
many helpers for cooking the lovely food and serving it up. 
 

Rena Andrews. 
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Stoke Lyne 100 Club ð March Results 
 
Result for the March 100 club draw are as follows: 
 
1st Prize Membership No. 31 Caroline Cooke 
2nd Prize Membership No.  54 Harry Poole 
3rd Prize Membership No.  56 Chris Lowe 
 
Thank you everyone for your continued support.  Anyone who would like to join the Stoke Lyne 100 Club 
please donõt hesitate to email me on janey@oxford-educational.co.uk  Memberships are only £3.00 each per 
month.  Donõt forget, the more members join, the bigger the prizes you receive. 
 
Janey Poole 
Treasurer  St Peterõs Church PCC 
 
 
Bingo Night in St Peterõs  ð Saturday, 11th March 
 
It was the first ôBingo Nightõ for us and it was a huge success. Janey had organised lovely chocolatey prizes for 
those who won a line or a full house, Michael was a great bingo caller, teaching us the bingo calls and the food 
was delicious too. Many thanks to Janey, Harriet and Pauline who had prepared the food and to all those who 
turned out on a rainy night to support this village fundraiser.  
 

         
 
Kelly Holden-White 
 
 
Annual Village Litter Pick-  Sunday 2nd April 2023 
 
This year's litter pick around our village and local roads will be on Sunday 2nd April at 9.30 until 12.30 approx.    
If you are able to help, please meet at the church gate at 9.30.  Again, CDC will provide bags and several pairs of 
gloves, plus 6 picking sticks, although you may want to bring your own.   
 
Please do come to help to keep our village lanes clear of rubbish. 
 
Elaine Barnes (from village email) 
 
 

mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
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Defibrillator  
 
The defibrillator has been installed on the side of the pub. Well done to all involved in getting this sorted. 
 

           
 
Kelly Holden-White (from Facebook) 
 
 
Plans for ôStoke Lyneõs Commemorative Coronation Big Lunchõ ð Sunday, 7th May 
 
Last month we asked you to save the date for our village celebrations. Sunday 7th May from 12.30pm, there will 
be a live jazz duet who will be performing two sets, bring and share lunch, dog show, tug of war, cream tea and 
festivities! 
 
We need the help of the village to put the finer details together and will let you know when we are meeting in 
April to plan these.  
 
If you have any ideas, please email Kelly at kholdenwhite@aol.com any offer of help would be gratefully 
received. 
 
 
A Look at Agnes Salter and the Trees Planted in her Memory in the Playing Field 
 

 
                                             From a photo taken by Pauline OõGorman in the 1980s 
 
Now that Spring is beginning to show itself, perhaps itõs a good time to look at the three trees at the top of the 
playing field which always present a pretty picture with their Spring blossom.  
 

mailto:kholdenwhite@aol.com
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                                                                 The three trees, 11 May 2021 
 
Stoke Lyneõs entry in the 1999 òOxfordshire Village Bookó says this about them:  
 

 òOpposite the church is the village playing field, where three trees have been planted by members of Stoke Lyne WI, in memory of 
fellow member Mrs Agnes Salter who was chairman of the National Federation of Women's Institutes from 1985 to 1988.  
 
I had not heard of Agnes Salter so I approached Rena for information on both the trees and Agnes.    The trees 
were chosen by Stoke Lyne WI member Pauline OõGorman and are:   
 

¶ an ornamental crab apple - Malus "Golden Hornet ",  

¶ a British native Whitebeam, and  

¶ a Rowan tree.    
 
The choice of the crab apple was inspired by an ancient specimen to be found in Stoke Wood.    Crab apples are 
supposed to be good stock on which to graft other apple species so maybe this is why last autumn I saw what I 
thought were both crab apples and eating apples growing on it.     
 

Agnes Salter was clearly much respected by WI members nationwide and various WI reports in the local papers 
from around the country recount how members held a minuteõs silence as a mark of respect at the start of their 
first meeting after the announcement of her death.    Here are a couple of the reports which mention Stoke 
Lyne: 
 
Grantham Journal, 10th February 1989 
Mrs A. Salter 
CHAIRMAN of the National Federation of Womenõs Institutes since 1985 until she retired, Mrs Agnes Salter, has died. 
Mrs Salter was known to members of Womenõs Institute branches throughout the country.   She trained as a dairy farmer and 
married an Oxfordshire Farmer and helped run his dairy farm.   Her WI branch was Stoke Lyne, Oxfordshire. 
 
Cambridge Weekly News, 9th February 1989 
Death of chairman of the WI 
AGNES Salter, who died on January 29, was Chairman of the National Federation of Womenõs Institutes until October 1988, 
when she resigned due to illness. 
Mrs Salter was an active member of the WI for 20 years, starting as secretary of her own WI ð Stoke Lyne in Oxfordshire.   She 
became a member of the National Executive Committee in 1980. 
It was she, who in 1986, launched and masterminded the two-year appeal of Ã1 to update Denmanõs residential facilities, and to 
install equipment for fire protection. 
 
There is an interview with Agnes which can only be listened to at the Oxfordshire History Centre or an 
Oxfordshire public library.   The interview is summarised as follows on the Oxfordshire County Council 
Heritage Search website catalogue (https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/avRecords/3e334b32-5b74-4312-
8774-55116a726e61   NB. Her surname on the catalogue entry heading has been mistyped as òSlateró) 

https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/avRecords/3e334b32-5b74-4312-8774-55116a726e61
https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/avRecords/3e334b32-5b74-4312-8774-55116a726e61
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òAgnes Salter, Chairwoman of the National Federation of Women's Institutes. Born Lancs; her father, a priest, then took a living 
in Leeds, and from there went to St Andrews, Scotland. Life in a clergy family with its many demands. Agnes moved from a small 
school to St Leonards, as a day girl in a large boarding school. Enjoyed sport, not so good academically, left at 16 to go to a women's 
agricultural college, in Warwickshire, with the ambition of doing research in agriculture After her diploma, worked at a farm in 
Gloucs as herdswoman to get experience; instead of doing research got married and settled with her husband on his farm near 
Bicester. At first worked on the farm, but with four children began to feel frustrated having little chance of meeting people, so joined 
the Women's Institute branch at Stoke Lyne, primarily for friendship. Was soon invited to join the Committee, then took over as 
Secretary, was on County Executive Committee, next served as County Organiser of WI Markets. This led to membership of the 
National Markets Sub-Committee. In 1985 became Chair of the National Federation. She comments on the purposes of the 
Women's Institute for its members and as seen by others, and on how she feels she has fulfilled her potential.ó 
 

Agnesõ birth was registered in the Bolton registration district in the first quarter of 1937 although she was 
actually born in November of the previous year.   She married Roy Sidney George Salter in the Ploughley 
registration district in the 2nd quarter of 1961.   His birth was registered in Honiton, Devon in 1916.   On the 
1939 register Roy was a ògeneral dairy worker (heavy work)ó in Minehead in Somerset but how he came to the 
Bicester area is unknown.   He appears in the 1957 local telephone directory as òSalter R.S.G., Frmr, Langford 
pkó.  He is still there in 1969, 1978 and 1982.   His death was registered in the Aylesbury registration district in 
the third quarter of 1990. 
 

You can also see two images online from the Order of Service of Thanksgiving for the Life of Agnes Jean Salter 
which was held at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on 10 March 1989.  The links are: 
https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/images/POX0013161 and 
https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/images/POX0013162).     If you look at the second image, you will 
see that Stoke Lyne WI member Alice Mansfield was chosen to read the lesson at this service, a fact that was 
included in Aliceõs obituary in the March 2009 edition of Shelswell News. 
 

Brenda Hazel 
 

 

Stratton Audley and Godington 
St Mary and St Edburga;    Holy Trinity  

 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Sarah Noujaim, 15 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley Tel 01869 277497 
 Penny Oakey, Grange Farm, Godington Tel 01869 278778 
TREASURER:  Fai Li         Tel 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Maxine Ling 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:    Vacant 

 
 
 

 

EASTER DAY 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  

STRATTON AUDLEY CH URCH  
10.45am 

ALL WELCOME  

 

https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/images/POX0013161
https://heritagesearch.oxfordshire.gov.uk/images/POX0013162
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ANNUAL MEETING OF STRATTON AUDLEY  PARISH, 19TH APRIL  
 

This is the annual meeting of the Parish which is hosted by the Parish Council. It is not to be confused with the 
Annual Parish Council meeting which takes place earlier in the month. The meeting is being organised 
for Wednesday 19th April in the Church from 7pm to 9pm. Please put the date in your diary now. 
The PC provides a framework agenda for the evening with a review of activities over the year and a number of 
current topics likely to be of interest, such as ideas for community funding and the Kings Coronation. But 
essentially it is a meeting for residents to get together and raise any matters relevant to the community. 
 

FOODBANK DONATIONS STILL REQUIRED  
The foodbank donation point in the church porch in Stratton Audley, supporting Bicester Foodbank, is still in 
place and will remain so for the foreseeable future. Thank you very much to all those who have dropped 
donations into the box - please keep them coming! Urgently needed items are listed below. Please note that the 
Rector, Alice Goodall is now a ôLocal Referrerõ and can refer anyone who is in need to the Bicester Foodbank. 
Contact: Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Finmere   01280 848192  alicegoodall313@gmail.com  
 
URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS  
¶ CANNED FRUIT  
¶ CANNED MEAT MEALS AND VEGETARIAN ALTERNATIVES  
¶ FRUIT JUICE  
¶ FRUIT SQUASH 
¶ INSTANT COFFEE  
¶ JAM 
¶ LONG LIFE MILK  
¶ RICE PUDDING  
¶ TOOTH PASTE  
¶ DOG FOOD 

  

mailto:alicegoodall313@gmail.com
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We have over 40 years experience in the building and paving 
industry, and provide a professional and quality service 

 

ž Renovations    ž Extensions  
 

ž Loft and Garage Conversions  
 

ž Timber Framed Garages  
 

ž General Building and Restoration  
 

ž Chimneys and Roofing  
 

ž Stone walls    ž Driveways and Patios  
 

ž Landscaping and Ground work  
 

Please give us a call if you would like a quote 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

                   

 

 

 

        

           

 

 

 

   
 

01280 703368  
 

abbeybldrs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.abbey-builders.co.uk 
www.abbey-paving.co.uk 
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DIGGER AND DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 

Track machine for ditching or 

stream clearance.  
Many years of groundwork experience 

Latest project ς clearing the stream around 

Hethe and the ditches leading to the stream 

Other types of work considered 
 

Tel: Mick 01869 322633 

0r 07702 831988 

FIREWOOD  
 

FOR 

 

QUALITY SEASONED  

FIREWOOD LOGS  
 

CALL   
 

SHELSWELL ESTATE  
 

ON  
 

 

07725 088643 
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