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SHELSWELL BENEFICE MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Shelswell Family of Churches aims to bring people closer to God and to show the love of Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit to everyone. 

 
 

MINISTRY TEAM  
 

RECTOR: The Reverend Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT 
Telephone: 01280 848192 Email rector@shelswellparishes.info                     (Normal day off ð Friday) 
 
BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR : Mrs Becky Adams, c/o The Rectory (as above) Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
Administratorõs normal office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00 am ð 1.00 pm 
 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER: The Reverend Liz Welters, 19 Scampton Close, Bicester OX26 4FF 
Telephone 01869 249481 Email lizwelters@yahoo.co.uk 
 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER: Mrs Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands Fringford, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 8DF 
Telephone: 01869 277310 Email penelope.wood@btopenworld.com 

 
BENEFICE TREASURER: Mr Jeremy Coke-Smyth, Yew Tree Cottage, Mansfield Yard, Fringford, Bicester OX27 8DN 

Telephone: 01869 278233 Email jcs@pcsd.co.uk  

 
THE PARISHES ARE PART OF THE DEANERY OF BICESTER AND ISLIP AND THE DORCHESTER 
EPISCOPAL AREA OF THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD  

 
HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, HETHE,  
Mass: 4 p.m Saturday. 
Weekday Mass: 9.30 am Monday  
Priest: Very Rev. Canon John Batthula, Henley House, 12 The Causeway, Bicester, OX26 6AW. 
Telephone: 01869 253277 
Website: http://www.holytrinityhethe.co.uk/ 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS 
 
Published monthly. To subscribe, contact Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, 
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
 
EDITORIAL OR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory,  
Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS TREASURER:  Phillip Rushforth, 7 Chinalls Close, Finmere, Buckingham, MK18 4BQ 
Tel: 01280 848534  Email prfinmere@btinternet.com 

 
Deadlines for the July 2023 edition of Shelswell News 
To Magazine Correspondents:    Friday     16 June 
Correspondents to Editor:         Sunday     18 June   at editor@shelswellparishes.info 
 
All articles must be submitted in WORD in a format that can be COPIED AND PASTED PLEASE 

www.shelswellparishes.info 
   Many thanks for your cooperation. 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS ARCHIVE . to look up previous issues of the Shelswell News.   Please go to the Benefice website 

and look at the Archive.  If the issue you want to refer to is not there please contact the Benefice office .
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MINISTERõS LETTER 

Gravestones ð Humorous or Serious? 

In the last week of April, the Benefice marked ôLove Your Burial Ground Weekõ. When I was a Team Vicar, 
only one of the three churchyards in my patch was open. It was in such a small village that, in seven years, I 
never did a burial there, only interment of ashes. The other two churchyards were closed, so the new burial 
grounds were in the care of the Parish Councils. This meant I did not have to grapple with the Diocese of 
Oxfordõs Churchyard Regulations which state that inscriptions on gravestones must be simple, reverent, and 
theologically acceptable. 

Things were not always so. In the past headstones might be informative, amusing,  
moving or rather scary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The most chilling epitaph I have seen is in the 
Churchyard of St Mary Magdalene, Upper Winchendon. 
It is on the headstone of John Page who departed this 
life on February 22nd 1829, aged 53 years. 

 
 

You might not want a gravestone, but what would you choose as your epitaph ð words which you feel  
sum you up? What words do you think other people would use? 

A verse in the New Testament Book of Romans says, òDo not think of yourself more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself with sober judgement, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of 
you.ó (Romans 12.3)   It is hard to have a realistic assessment of ourselves, not to think too highly - or too lowly.  
Other people may well see us differently, but only God knows the whole. 

òThe Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance,  
but the Lord looks at the heart.ó (1 Samuel 16:7)                                                          Liz Welters, Associate Minister 

Here Lyes 
Stephen Rumbold 

He lived to ye Age of 
100 & 1 

Sanguine & Strong 

An hundred to one 
You donõt live so Long 

Brightwell Baldwin, 
Oxfordshire 

 

Here lies 
Poor but honest 

Bryan Tunstall 

He was a most expert angler,  
Until Death, envious of his mark 

Threw out his line, hooked him and 
Landed him here the  
21st day of April 1790 

Yorkshire  

 

Joe Richard Riley 
lyeth here 

Who lately was our ministere 
To the poor he was ever a friend 
And gave them all at his last end 

This towne must twenty shillings pay 
To them for him each Good Friday 
God grant all pastors his good mind 

That they may leave good deeds behind 
He dyed the XX1st of October 1617 

Derby 

Here lies  
in a horizontal position  

the outside case of  
THOMAS HINDE 

Clock and Watch maker 

Who departed this life wound up in 
hope of being taken in hand by his 

Maker and being thoroughly 
cleaned repaired and set a-going in 

the world to come 

On the 15th of August 1836 
In the 19th year of his life 

Bolsover, Derbyshire 

16th Jany 1751 

JOSEPH BAIN 

Good peppell as you  
pass by 

I pray you on me cast an I  
For as you am so wounce 

wous I 
And as i am so must  

you be 
Therefor prepare to follow 

me 

Hastings, Sussex 

Stranger tread 
This ground with gravity 

Dentist Brown 
Is filling his last cavity 

18th Century, Edinburgh 

Nicholas Toke (18th C) 

He married five wives 
whom he survived. 

At the age of 93 he walked  
to London 

to seek a sixth but died before 
he found her. 

 

Learn, O ye living, by the mouths be taught 

Of all these sepulchres instructors true. 

That soon or late, death also is thy lot 

And the next opening grave may yawn for you.  
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BIBLE READINGS  
 

Sunday 4th June  Trinity Sunday   Isaiah 40 v12-17 and 27-end 
     2 Corinthians 13 v11-end 
     Matthew 28 v16-20 
 
Sunday 11th June  1st Sunday after Trinity   Hosea 5 v15 ð 6 v6 
     Romans 4 v13-end 
     Matthew 9 v9-13 and 18-26 
 
Sunday 18th June  2nd Sunday after Trinity   Exodus 19 v2-8a 
     Romans 5 v1-8 
     Matthew 9 v35 ð 10 v8 [9-23] 
 
Sunday 25th June  3rd Sunday after Trinity   Jeremiah 20 v7-13 
     Romans 6 v1b-11 
     Matthew 10 v24-39 
 
Sunday 2nd July  4th Sunday after Trinity   Jeremiah 28 v5-9 
     Romans 6 v12-end 
     Matthew 10 v40-end 

 
 

 
Lighthouse Registration is open! 

 

Get online and get signed up! 
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BIG GREEN WEEK  

What is it? 

The Great Big Green Week is the UKõs biggest ever celebration of community action to tackle climate change and protect 
nature.  

Every year, people come together to unleash a wave of support for action to protect the planet. Tens of thousands of 
people in every corner of the country celebrate the heartfelt, brave, everyday actions being taken to stand up for nature 
and fight climate change. 

Great Big Green Week sees everything from litter picks to letter writing, festivals to football matches, seaweed foraging to 
school assemblies.  Events are hosted by teachers, bus drivers, sport clubs, artists, community groups, places of worship, 
libraries, builders ð anyone who cares about climate change. 

In 2023, Great Big Green Week takes place between 10th and 18th June.  Check out other events that might be happening 
near us on the website: https://greatbiggreenweek.com/ 

 

What are we doing here in Shelswell? 

Inviting you to write a letter to a loved one in the future to call for political action on climate change now. 
Because the future of our planet isn't written yet. 

The climate crisis is affecting our lives already, and itõs only going to get worse for 
the next generation unless we take action now to get it under control ð because the 
years will tick away before we know it. 

Thatõs why weõre asking everyone to write to a Letter to Tomorrow to explain 
your hopes for future generations if our leaders step up to protect the environment 
ð and your fears about what life could be like if we donõt slow down climate 
change.  Your letter could be to your friend, a child or even your future self. 

You can submit your letter on the ôGreat Big Green Week website or send it to 
your MP or bring it along to one of our events! 

 

Fun @ Four does the Big Green Week! 

In June, Fun @ Four is opening its doors still wider and inviting you to come and join in a time of crafts and activities to 
help us further reflect on how we care for the earth, with a short time of worship and a shared tea.   

Sunday 18th June 

4 ð 6 pm 

Stoke Lyne church and churchyard 

Everybody welcome! 
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MIDWEEK HOLY CO MMUNION  
AND SOUP LUNCH  

Thursday 8th June 

12noon 

Stoke Lyne Church 

If you would like a lift then please contact Alice on 01280 848192 or 
rector@shelswellparishes.info 

 

 

DONõT FORGET THE FOODBANK DONATION BOXES IN OUR CHURCHES! 

Over 90% of the food distributed by foodbanks in The Trussell Trust network is donated by the public ð thatõs 
why our food donations are absolutely vital to the Foodbankõs ability to give everyone referred  a balanced and 
nutritious three day supply of food. 

Thank you so much for all the items you have donated to date ð they really make a difference to struggling 
families.  But please keep giving ð the need has not gone away!   You will no doubt have noticed how the cost of 
your weekly shop has risen ð that will only push more people into crisis. 

You can find food donation boxes in the churches at Cottisford, Finmere, Fringford,  Hardwick, Hethe, 
Mixbury, Stoke Lyne and Stratton Audley 

URGENTLY NEEDED NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS 
 
¶ FRUIT JUICE 
¶ JAM 
¶ LONG LIFE MILK 
¶ TINNED FRUIT 
¶ TINNED MEAT MEALS 
¶ TINNED SOUPS 
¶ TINNED VEGETARIAN-SUITABLE MEALS 
¶ TINNED FISH 
¶   COFFEE 

 
 

 

NEW MAGAZINE EDITOR NEEDED  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We would love to hear from anyone interested in taking over the role of ôShelswell Newsõ editor. All the advertising 
is handled from the Benefice Office so you do not need to deal with this, and you would rarely need to draft any 
material yourself. Your role would be to receive the material from parish correspondents and the representatives 
of clubs and societies (by email) and collate this to fit the page layout of the magazine. New ideas for articles, 
features or series are always welcome. For an informal chat about what might be involved please call Alice on 
01280 848192. 
 

mailto:rector@shelswellparishes.info
https://www.trusselltrust.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjb24vD--PjAhVQxhoKHf2rA6kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthepoetrybox.com%2Ftwo-weeks-left-submit%2Fextra-extra-e1357827859779&psig=AOvVaw0GL6dpLnGsE-upmGzVw4Qp&ust=1564827488626739
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FROM OUR PHOTO ALBUM  
 

WILDLIFE WORKSHOP  
SATURDAY 29TH  APRIL 

Stratton Audley Churchyard 
 

  We found: 
orange tip butterfly 
holly blue butterfly 
yarrow 
lichens 
sticky weed / goose grass 
holly 
yew 
cow parsley 
cowslips 
broad leaf plantain 
dandelions 
bluebells 
ground ivy 
common woodlouse 
centipede 
shield bug 
old pupa from a beetle 
garden snail 
banded snail 
pill bug 
earth worm 
pearl snail 
blackbird 
red kite 
forget me not 
goats beard 
primrose 
 
and captured on camera, a hedgehog in 
the compost heap! 
 
Thanks to Ste Nisbet, ecologist from East 
West Rail, for a fabulous morning! 
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BENEFICE SERVICE FOR ôLOVE YOUR BURIAL GROUND WEEKõ 
Sunday 30th April  

 
Members of the choir in the sunshine in Fringford Churchyard.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HELPERS NEEDED FOR ôLITTLE LAMBSõ TODDLER GROUP  

 

We have a band of regular helpers at our ôLittle Lambsõ baby and toddler group, but one or two more people are 
needed to help at sessions ð offering refreshments to the mums/carers, chatting, preparing for the ôsnack timeõ, 
and helping Liz (the organiser) to tidy up at the end.  Time involvement is about two and a half hours, on one or 
two mornings a term.  You would need to have a DBS check.  Please consider volunteering, and contact Penny 
[01869-277310]  
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REGISTRY 
This section will announce any baptisms, marriages and funerals that have recently taken place within 

the Shelswell benefice 
 

 

Baptisms 

Daryl MONMERSTEEG  

22nd April 2023  

St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley 

Darylõs christening was a truly cosmopolitan affair!  Darylõs mum 
Tilly now lives in Bicester, but she grew up in the Netherlands, and 
her mum, Uncle and two friends had come over from the 
Netherlands especially for the event.  One Godparent, Manuela, 
was Italian, although living reasonably locally.  His other 
godparents, Francesca is also Italian and currently living in Paris, 
Fani is Greek, currently living in Cambridge.  and Mandy is from 
Singapore although currently living in London. And there were 
other friends from Greece, Germany and Austria. 

Tillyõs mum and Uncle Vim speak very little English.  Both of them were making significant contributions to the 
service, which they did in their own language, but Tilly had provided the translation for us in the order of 
service.   Uncle Vim is a monk in a religious order in Holland.  He was able to suggest some lovely prayers 
which we included, and Tilly had chosen him to give Daryl his baptism candle at the end of the service.    

When it came to saying the Lordõs prayer, we all said it together but in our own language! 

Darylõs Oma (grandmother) gave Daryl a tree as her contribution.  This is a tradition from the Netherlands ð the 
tree is watered with holy water from the font, and the family take it home and look after it.  The tree provides a 
lovely picture of bringing up a child ð we can care for a child, nurture it and rejoice in its achievements, but we 
cannot determine how the child will develop ð that is for the child ð and God - to determine. 

Daryl is nearly three years old, and wasnõt at all convinced about being christened, though he quite liked his 
candle and he quite liked being given presents by his guests.     I suspect he also enjoyed eating cake after the 
service, when everyone went down to Stratton Audley Barn for afternoon tea. 

We look forward to welcoming Daryl at Fun @ Four in May.  We 
pray for him and Tilly ð may his baptism be the start of a wonderful 
journey of discovery in which he finds out for himself just how 
loved he is by God. 

  hƳŀΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ: 

Hopefully this tree will stay in your midst  
for a long time in memory of Daryl's baptism. 
We can take care of this tree,  
but how she will develop we do not know.   
That's her business. 
We can rejoice in her growth, her grace and fruits,  
but the life in the roots is hidden from us. 
It doesn't belong to us. 
May Daryl grow like this tree,  
at the mercy of our care, but with a life of his own; 
housed in this family,  
but rooted in the mysterious earth from which life flourishes. 
May God bless Daryl and all of you. 
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Marriages  

Daniel Thomas ATKINS and Amy Leigh BRENNAN -ROGERS  

21st April 2023 

St Michael and All Angels, Finmere 

The bridegroom, his best man and the four groomsmen arrived in 
very good time and looking very smart.  They attended to all their 
various tasks, sorted out the button holes, and tried not to get too 
nervous as waiting for people to arrive. 

The guests were travelling from Stratton Court Barn in a big red 
double decker bus.  There was some anxiety that they might be late 
as one of the expected guests hadnõt turned up.  But they made it to 
Finmere in reasonably good time, enjoyed catching up with one 
another in the churchyard before settling down in their places in 
church. 

The photographer and her colleague were late.  Somehow they had 
ended up at Fringford church by mistake, but they guessed they 
were in the wrong place when they could see no flowers or guests.  
With phone and email guidance from the bridegroom and ushers, 
they finally made it. 

The bride was very late!  To be fair, first the bridesmaids, and then 
the bride were fetched in a lovely classic car which had to negotiate 
two sets of traffic lights on the road up from Bicester.  But finally 
everyone was there and we were ready for the off. 

Amy and Dan live in Banbury.  They have known each other for many years, having been at the same school.  
But they met up again about three years ago when Amy inherited two shops and needed to get them 
redecorated.  Dan turned up to do the job.  After that first meeting, Amy went home and said to her friend 
Hannah that she had just met her future husband, and that turned out to be true. 

Amy walked down the aisle on her grandadõs arm following her flower girl Effie and page boy and her two 
bridesmaids Charlotte and Chelsie.  Dan had his dad Steve as his best man.  Sadly Amyõs mum had died three 
years ago, but very movingly, Amy had reserved a seat in memory of her, and placed her bouquet on the seat.  
The couple had chosen three hymns for the ceremony: ôGive me joy in my heartõ, ôAll things bright and 
beautifulõ and ôHeõs got the whole world in his handsõ.  There were two readings: 1 Corinthians 13 and ôThe art 
of marriageõ by Wilferd Arlan Peterson.   The signing of the marriage document was witnessed by Adam 
Boother and Wendy Bloomer, before the newly weds left the church to George Ezraõs ôParadiseõ.  Then there 
were church bells, confetti and photographs before the wedding couple got back into the car and the guests into 
the bus for the return journey to Stratton Court barn.   

We wish Amy and Dan every happiness in their married life together, and we pray that their marriage will be life 
long and life enhancing, a blessing to both them and to their family and friends. 

 

Robin and Margaret Davis 

Thanksgiving service for 65 years of marriage  

Saturday 13th May 2023, St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley. 

Robin and Margaret were married on 3rd May 1958 in Stratton Audley church.  They werenõt allowed to dawdle 
too long over the ceremony, because the vicar was in a hurry to get back for the FA cup final between 
Manchester United and Bolton Wanderers!  Robin had looked very smart in a tailor made double breasted jacket 
with a single button, purchased from Hepworths in Oxford, and Margaret had a lovely dress bought from 
Elliston and Cavells in Oxford.  Robinõs best man was Pop Green, sadly no longer with us, and Margaret had 
had three bridesmaids. 
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They had first got to know each other in the Sow and Pigs at 
Poundon where Margaretõs dad was landlord.  Robin, although 
living in Stratton Audley, was a regular, turning up every Sunday 
night.  When the Suez crisis was on, and it was difficult to get 
petrol, Robin offered to pick Margaret up after sheõd been to the 
pictures in Bicester and romance blossomed. 

They started married life living in a caravan, then moved to 
Poundon, and two years later to the house in Glenn Close where 
they still live.  When they first arrived, they were the youngest in the 
close, and now they are the oldest.   

When asked what the secret was to their long marriage.  Margaret 
said ôI donõt listen to him, just carry on.  Patience.õ  Admittedly, she 
needed quite a lot of patience, because as well as being married to 
her, Robin has also always been married to his work!   But rather 
than resenting this or holding a grudge about it, Margaret just got on 
with it.  She had the family and her own work and she developed 
her own interests.    Robin, after being all bashful, said ôyouõve got 
to work at marriages ð no marriage is perfect.  But if things go 
wrong, itõs no good just walking off, you have to work at it.  Listen 

to each other, understand each other.  And usually you can work things out.  It helps to have a sense of 
humour.õ   What wise words. 

They would have held this celebration of their long marriage on 
Saturday 7th May, but then the date of the coronation was announced.  
But Saturday 13th May turned out to be a much better choice ð rather 
than pouring with rain, the weather was lovely!  The church had been 
beautifully decorated with flowers, many in the ôOxford Unitedõ 
colour scheme of yellow and blue, and everyone was there in their 
very best togs.  A classic car had been arranged as a surprise to bring 
Robin and Margaret to the church. 

The couple entered the church together, preceded by their flower girl, 
to Jim Reeves ôHawaiian Wedding Songõ.  We sang three hymns: 
ôLove divineõ, ôLead us, heavenly Father, lead usõ and ôLord of the 
Danceõ.  There were two readings, Colossians 3: 12 ð 17, read by 
Kim, and ôThe Art of Marriageõ read by Rita.  Tears were shed as 
Robin and Margaret renewed their marriage vows to one another, the 
marriage was blessed, and lots of prayers were said.  At the end of the 
service, Robin and Margaret left the church to ôLook at us, Look at 
usõ by Vince Gill before being driven to the Littlebury Hotel in 
Bicester for further celebrations.  

We pray that God will continue to bless their marriage. 

 

Funerals 

Janet Elizabeth IZZARD  

19th March 1925 ð 12th February 2021 

Service of thanksgiving held at St Michael and All Angels on 22nd April 2023 

Jan was born in Finmere, one of the Beale family, in the cottage just next to the church and was christened in 
the church on 17th May 1925.  After serving in the Land Army, she met and married her first husband George, 
and moved with him to Bedfordshire.  Together they had four children: Josie, Andie, Frank and Tony.  Sadly 
George died aged 42 years from lung cancer.   



12 
 

This hit her very badly, but in due course she remarried to Sid Izzard and went on to have two further 
daughters: Dawn and Jennifer.   She had to cope with the loss of Tony in 2009 when he died of cancer, aged 52 
years. 

Jan certainly had character!  She had an excellent sense of humour, and enjoyed the odd risqué joke.  She was a 
fast and rather erratic driver in her elderly bangers that had really seen better days but she insisted were ôgood for 
a few miles yetõ.  She enjoyed a good outing to a garden centre or market, fete or bazaar.  She loved her whist 
drives, collecting up the elderly (mostly younger than her) from the area, making the tea and serving the 
sandwiches and buns.  She was extremely hospitable, always welcoming of family and friends, with an endless 
supply of tea, biscuits, and sausage rolls.  Maybe even a bacon clanger, lard sandwich or some other delicacy 
from the stew pot. 

She was always a thoughtful person, first on the phone when someone was ill.  When happy she would be 
singing, whistling, playing her music or getting stuck into a jigsaw, but a 
direct speaker, she let it be known if she wasnõt!    She was a hard worker, 
a trusted individual, very inquisitive, and a good multitasker, but she 
could be a little scary at times! 

She died in February 2021, aged 95 years, and had a lock down funeral 
with a very restricted number of mourners.  Her son Andie wanted to 
hold a service of thanksgiving for her life that could be open to anyone 
who wanted to attend.  Her grandson Phil Hollis made a small memorial 
plaque, which will be displayed for the coming year in the church.   

The service featured some of Janõs favourite music.  At the start of the 
service we listened to ôSmileõ sung by Nat King Cole.  Half way through 
we had ôTearsõ by Ken Dodd, and at the end ôIõll see you in my dreamsõ 
by Joe Brown.  We also  sang ôAll things bright and beautifulõ and Janõs 
favourite, ôHow great thou artõ.  Andie and his wife Ursula gave tributes 
to Jan, and our Bible reading was the 23rd psalm.  There was a retiring 
collection which was divided between the church and the Sue Ryder St 
Johnõs Hospice where Jan died. 

After the service, everyone went down to the Royal Oak, Tingewick for some refreshments and a good catch up. 

 

Club News 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

SHELSWELL WI  
 

 
Due to the village hall in Fringford being used as a polling station, we always plan an event away from ôhomeõ 

for our May meeting.  This year our programme secretary had organised a visit to UK Motorsports at Bicester 

Heritage Centre, and the large number of members who turned out for it were treated to an interesting evening.  

We walked through the site to the location of The Sky Wave Gin distillery and had a short talk on how gin is 

made there, which certainly whetted many appetites for a return visit, not to mention a drink!  We then returned 

to the welcoming suite for refreshments and a very informative talk about the huge amount of work, much of it 

voluntary, that goes on across the country under the umbrella of ôUK Motorsportsõ.  A lot of focus was on the 

role of volunteers, of which there are thousands, and we were encouraged to think about volunteering ourselves!  

All who went came away with an insight into yet another activity that many of us knew very little about 

beforehand. 

Our May walk is around Launton, and we are hoping that the weather will be kind to us, although with all the 

rain we have had recently a good pair of boots will be essential. 
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In June we are back in Fringford Village Hall for a talk on Kimonos, which should again introduce many of us 

to something we donõt know much about.  If it sounds interesting to you come along and join us at 7.30pm on 

Thursday June 1st.  Visitors are always welcome. 

The Oxfordshire Federation of WIs also has several ônewõ opportunities for members, ranging from trips out to 

places such as Bath and The Forest of Dean, and holidays ð this year to Cardiff and Thursford ð plus a range of 

talks on topics such as well-being, ôPearls and the Art Decoõ and learning how to play croquet, all of which ae 

planned for the coming months.  All the activities are outlined in the monthly magazine called ôOxfordshire 

Inspiresõ which all members are entitled to, and then the National Federation of WIs also produce a magazine -  

ôWI Lifeõ- with news, craft ideas and activities for members, on a bi-monthly basis. 

Coming Up: (Why not try a meeting?  ð newcomers are always welcome). 

Meetings are usually in Fringford Village Hall starting at 7.30 pm.  

June 1st ð a talk on kimonos.  July ð Stunt dogs and animals 

We continue to collect empty foil pill cases and plastic bottle tops for recycling and Pathfinders. 

For more information on Shelswell WI, please contact the president Lesley Beagent on 07729 605670 

    SHELSWELL GARDEN CLUB           
 

Our May meeting has not yet taken place. This is on May 16th - an evening visit to Chivel Farm, near Enstone, 
OX27 5TR. We visited this garden several years ago but it was raining! Hopefully this time, the sun will shine 
and we can see how it has developed.  A report on this visit will appear in the July Shelswell News  
 

June 13th is another visit. This time to The Grange, Chalgrove. OX44 7RQ. Meeting at 7pm. Cost is £5 for 
members and £10 for visitors. 
 

Our July summer outing is now full. 
 

In August we take a break but will be back on September 12th with John Lee talking about Penstemons 

We welcome visitors to our club that normally meets at Hethe Village Hall at 7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of 
the month (apart from August). Meetings and outings are open to members and visitors, friends and relatives. 
Plants are for sale at most meetings and your membership card gives you discounts at Preston Bissett Nursery 
and Swallows Nursery in Mixbury. During winter months, some meetings may be held via Zoom. Annual fee is only £10! 

For further information, call Sally Drummond Hay on 01280 848591 or Corrine Mitchell on 01869 247411 or 
email shelswellgardenclub@gmail.com 

 

SHELSWELL READING GROUP  

The novel with the surprising title of Cleopatra and Frankenstein, by Coco Mellors, provided plenty to 
discuss. Themes included the effects of childhood experience on future life, love versus lust, vulnerability, and 
suicide, and there was some very witty writing. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 14th June at 7.30 and the venue is Manor Grange in Cottisford. The 
novel chosen for discussion is Things Like These by Claire Keegan. 

Personal Recommendations : 

Late Comers-Anita Brookner   Home Fires-Kamila Shamsie  The Memory Police-Yoko Ogawa 

The Big Little Things -Henry Fraser      The Dig-John Preston     Brooklyn-Colm Toibin 

The Siege-Helen Dunmore     Eve Green-Susan Fletcher   Exit West-Mohsin Hamid   

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly - Jean-Dominique Bauby 

If you would like to join the group, please contact Jane Birnage on 01280 847455 or at janebirnage@icloud.com  

 

mailto:janebirnage@icloud.com
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SHELSWELL POETRY APPRECIATION GROUP  

DISASTER was the theme of our May meeting, and we began with the solemn but risible poem by William 
McGonagall The Tay Bridge Disaster.  A Victorian poet, he took himself and his work very seriously, but his 
anarchic attitude to metre and his propensity for bathos and homespun moralising made him the butt of satire in 
his own time and ever since. 

Another Victorian poet, but one with a true gift, was Gerard Manley Hopkins. His poem The Wreck of the 
Deutschland owes a lot to Anglo-Saxon alliterative verse. Another ship whose loss inspired poets in the first 
half of the 20th century was the Titanic, and we read 3 poems on the subject ð The Convergence of the Twain 
by Thomas Hardy, The Titanic by Aleister Crowley and Heroes of the Titanic by Henry Van Dyke. An 
extract from The Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge described the disaster that fell the narratorõs 
ship after he shot an albatross. 

The Eruption of Vesuvius by Victor-Marie Hugo  was read in translation, followed by Natural Disasters? by 
Sandra Feldman. She posits the idea that on such occasions Nature is getting her own back on the human race 
for all its greed and vandalism. Gillian Clarkeõs Neighbours describes the effects of Chernobyl on places as far 
away as the Welsh countryside, and another poem of hers, Glacier, links the melting of the Greenland icecap 
with the disaster at Aberfan in 1966. An amateur poet, Talented Grandfather, wrote his own poem entitled 
Aberfan, and it provides an interesting comparison with Mc Gonagallõs poem on the Tay Bridge catastrophe in 
its style and earnestness. 

Three poems chosen for their treatment of personal responses to disaster were If by Rudyard Kipling, Invictus 
by WH Henley and Poppies in July by Sylvia Plath ð the latter describing lying in a hospital bed after one of 
her suicide attempts. 

We ended on a more cheerful note with John Barleycorn, a poem which dates back many hundreds of years. It 
describes the disasters and indignities heaped on barley in the making of food and drink and has been  turned 
into a rousing folk song many times. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday June 13th at The Old Stables in Stoke Lyne, and the theme is emblems, 
flags and badges. If you would like to join us, please contact me on 01869 811994 or at judith.harvey@live.co.uk                                              
Judith Harvey 

  

mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
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FIN MERE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
The school celebrated the Kingõs coronation on Friday the 5th of June.   It was a wonderful to be able to share it 
with the whole school community. The children started this morning with collective worship about the coming 
coronation this weekend. Afterwards the children then created some wonderful portraits of him.  
The cakes, for the decorating competition were all amazing and I think Mr Kerford-Byrnes, from the parish 
council, and the staff had a very difficult decision in choosing our winners. It was lovely to share them with our 
community. 
Mrs Butler and the rest of the staff planned an amazing day, all their hard work meant the children have some 
wonderful memories of Finmere school and the coronation. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
the Parish council for donating coronation mugs to all the children at Finmere school, it was a thoughtful gift to 
mark the occasion.  
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LAUNTON VILLAGE PLAYERS 
 

LVP proudly present their 2023 summer variety show "Come Rain or Shine" ð a family friendly show, featuring popular 
songs (from West End musicals to modern pop songs), dancing, sketches and comedy skits, celebrating everything about 
the Great British Weather! 
  
Suitable for all ages, tickets cost £10 for Adults and £5 for Children and are available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/lvp or 
by calling 07864 715708. Refreshments can be pre-ordered or purchased on the day and contactless payments are available. 
All profits will be donated to UNICEF and the Bicester Food Bank. 
  
This is an open-air show, held at the Mayflower Garden Theatre at Hare Leys Farm, just over a mile outside of Launton 
(postcode OX26 5AB). Parking and toilet facilities are available, and the garden is accessible for those with mobility 
restrictions. 
  
Bring a chair or picnic blanket and come and enjoy an afternoon's entertainment in a beautiful garden, and help us raise 
money for two very important charities! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIY  

Our churchwarden has the courage, but not always the skills, to tackle any DIY job that needs doing around the 
church. For example, in the church shed are still pieces of the church lawn mower that she once tried to fix.  So, 
our vicar wasnõt surprised the day he found her in the vestry, attacking the vacuum cleaner with a 
screwdriver. òThis thing wonõt cooperate,ó she complained. 

The vicar thought for a moment: òWhy donõt you drag it out to the shed and show it what you did to the lawn 
mower?ó 

 

  

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/lvp
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You live alone, youõre feeling unwell, you call the emergency serviceséand then you collapse. 

Lions Clubs Message in a Bottle 

One of the reports at the FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING on TUESDAY 9 
TH MAY was from Richard Watkins about the Lions Club Message in a Bottle scheme. 

Lions Clubs Message in a Bottle is a simple but effective way for people to keep their basic personal and medical 
details where they can be found in an emergency on a standard form and in a common location ð the fridge. 

Message in a Bottle helps emergency services personnel to save valuable time in identifying an individual very 
quickly and knowing if they have any allergies or take special medication. 

Paramedics, police, fire-fighters and social services support this Lions life-saving initiative and know to look in 
the fridge when they see the Message in a Bottle stickers, supplied. The initiative provides peace of mind that 
prompt and appropriate medical assistance can be provided, and next of kin / emergency contacts can be 
notified. 

More than 6 million Message in a Bottle kits has been distributed by Lions Clubs International (MD105) British 
Isles to people with conditions such as diabetes, allergies, disabilities and life-threatening illnesses, but anyone 
can have one. 

The kit includes a form, where personal and medical information is detailed. This is placed in the bottle (with its 
distinctive green branding), which is stored in the fridge. Two stickers are provided: one for the fridge door and 
the other for the inside of the front door of the premises. 

¶ if you would like a kit, please contact the Benefice Office ð we have a small stock and can get hold of 
more. 

¶ make sure that you display the green stickers so that any visiting emergency service staff know to look 
for the bottle in your fridge 

¶ think about having a key safe outside your house ð you can register the code with the emergency services 
via your GP service, making it so much easier for help to reach you if need be. 

This seems such a straightforward and sensible measure to take, especially if you live alone, to ensure that 
should you need it, you can receive the right help as quickly as possible. 

Alice Goodall 
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REPORTS FROM THE PARISHES 
 

Cottisford and Juniper Hill 
St Mary the Virgin 

CHURCHWARDEN:   Charles Jackson, Cottisford House, Cottisford                   Tel 01280 848247 
TREASURER David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick             Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:  Vacancy 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Judith Harvey, Lark Rise Cottage, Juniper HillEmail: judith.harvey@live.co.uk 

                                                               
COTTISFORD AND JUNIPER HILL SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

 

Following our coffee morning last month we raised just over £200, to be shared equally between the Social 
Committee and the Church. 

In the past the Social Committee have used the funds raised for a variety of things. Including, benches for the 
recreation field, trees to celebrate the jubilee, primroses for Mothering Sunday, refreshments for picnic in the 
field and bonfire night to mention just a few.  We also keep a amount in reserve in case we have heavy snow in 
the winter and need the use of a snow plough. 

We have dates in the diary for future events, so thank you for your continued support. 

Just a reminder that Food Bank donation can be placed in the box just inside the church porch, bags for life are 
also needed. 

If you would like to host a pop up pub or coffee morning please contact Sandra Bickmore at 
sandrambickmore@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Finmere 

St Michael and All Angels 
  
CHURCHWARDEN: Steven Myers, 4 White Houses, Mere Rd, Finmere                                        Tel: 07875 102952 
TREASURER:  Jacqueline Chelin, 19 Valley Road, Finmere                                                            Tel 01280 847782 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Katherine Grimston, The Old Rectory, Finmere               Tel: 01280 848364  
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Paul Nash Email: paan63@yahoo.co.uk                                Tel 01280 848268 

 

VILLAGE HALL  

The village hall is now fully back in use and most of the regular users have resumed their scheduled events.  

Since the arson attack last year, the hall has been 
completely re-decorated with a number of improved 
facilities added, including updated AV facilities with a new 
projector and large screen, new flooring and front and fire 
exit doors and enlarged storage spaces for regular users.  

WiFi facilities have also been added.  

 

For all bookings enquiries, please visit www.myfinmere.com/villagehall 

 
  

mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
mailto:sandrambickmore@gmail.com
http://www.myfinmere.com/villagehall
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Allotments 

 The new season has started and most allotment holders are digging, weeding, and 
planting (in the hope that danger of any late frosts has passed). Also considering a 

ôno-digõ allotment  ê. No-Dig Gardening Guide | BBC Gardeners World Magazine 
 
 

A reminder to those allotment holders who have not yet paid their fees Π    Come 

on ð pay up!  The Poorõs Plot continues to have a small waiting list for allotment 
plots and there is always a possibility that a few plots may become available shortly, 
so any aspiring allotment users should visit 
www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot 

 

 
Some Finmere related links: 

Finmere facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/ 
Shelswell Parishes website at ð www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere 
Finmere Parish Council website at ð www.finmerepc.org 
Village hall news at ð www.myfinmere.com 
Old Finmere history website ð www.myfinmere.com/history 
Finmere on Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finmereipedia 
Finmere Primary School - www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk 
 

 
Fringford 

St Michael and All Angels 
 

CHURCHWARDEN: John Mayo, 10 Church Close, Fringford  Tel 01869 278873 
TREASURER:   Christina McCullagh, 5 Crosslands, Fringford               Tel 07867 515207  
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Penny Wood as below 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands, Fringford          Tel 01869 277310 
VILLAGE HALL CORRESPONDENT: Christine Underwood                            Tel 01869 278949 
WEBSITE      www.fringford.info 
 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, SERVICES & EVENTS  
 
Services 

¶ Sunday 4 June ð Family Service with Baptism at 10.45am 

¶ Sunday 11 June ð Evening Communion at 6pm  

¶ Sunday 18 June ð Holy Communion at 10.45am   
 

To find out the times and places of services on other Sundays, please check the back cover of this magazine, our 
website www.shelswellparishes.info, the noticeboard at the church, or ring the Benefice office (01280-848192).  
You will always be welcome in our other parishes. 
 
Open Gardens - 13/14 May.   
We were blessed with good weather for Open Gardens, and thanks to the efforts of all the gardeners, 
programme sellers, teas servers, flower arrangers, cake makers, artists and musicians, it was a very successful 
event.  £2071 raised for church funds.  The weekend concluded with a lovely concert in the church given by 
local musicians Alaster Bentley, Jane Rainey, Katherine Spencer, Flora Skinner and Christopher Trentham.   
Many thanks to everyone who participated. 

https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/no-dig-gardening-guide/
http://www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
http://www.myfinmere.com/
http://www.myfinmere.com/history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finmereipedia
http://www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk/
http://www.fringford.info/
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/
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Fringford Beer Festival ð Saturday 10th June    
 

Come and enjoy a fun-packed day.  Something for everyone: beer and cider tent, 
food [Gurkha Streetfood (Nepalese), Baja Cantina (Mexican), Fringford Cricket Club 
BBQ, Howe & Co Fish and Chips, ice cream], stalls, and entertainment for young 
and old.  Look on Eventbrite for the ôEarly Bird Offerõ.  
[www.eventbrite.co.uk/fringford-beer-festival -2023] 
 

¶ Still possible to sponsor a barrel, cost £110, please contact Simon Knight on 07598 104444.   

¶ If youõd like to help in some way ð put up tents in advance, serve on the bar, help prepare the site on the 
day, clear up afterwards ð contact Penny Wood on 277310. 

 
 
Greetings Cards  
Packs of greeting cards (6 cards for £3) available for purchase.  They feature 6 photographs of the church both 
in and outside.  Ring Christina McCullagh on 07867 515207. 

 
 
Fringford Church 100 Club 
You can still sign up to the 100 Club.  Contact Christina McCullagh to register your involvement ASAP, on 
07867 515207. The draw takes place monthly at the Village Coffee Morning. 

 
 
Little  Lambs Babies & Toddler Group   
Every Wednesday during term time in Stratton Audley Church, from 9.30am to 11.00am.  
[Not  during holidays and half term.] Just come along, but if you need information in the meantime, email 
admin@shelswellparishes.info 
 
NOTE:   One or two more people are needed to help at sessions ð offering refreshments to the 
mums/carers, chatting, preparing for the ôsnack timeõ, and helping Liz (the organiser) to tidy up at the 
end.  Time involvement is about two and a half hours, on one  
or two mornings a term.  You would need to have a DBS check.  Please consider volunteering, and 
contact Penny [01869-277310]  
 
 
FRINGFORD FRIENDS NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT GROUP  
Support is always available from the Fringford Friends, Neighbourhood Support Group :  

¶ Telephone:   07704 756840 

¶ Email neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info 
To join Fringfordõs Whatõs App Group ring or email Christine Underwood:  07961 972388 or email 
silvercb1@outlook.com                                                                         
 
 
FRINGFORD VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING    
 

 
Village Coffee Morning will take place on Monday 19 June from 10.30am to 12 
noon, in the Chinnery Room at the Village Hall.  Just drop by any time during the 
morning.  Contact Penny on 277310 if you want more information. 
 
 

 
  

mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info
mailto:silvercb1@outlook.com
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Regular Activities held in Fringford Village Hall  
 

 

Details of regular activities taking place in Fringford Village Hall. 
To find out more or book a place, please contact the hirer direct. 

 

 

Weekly Activities 
 

Monthly Activities 

 

                            FS Dance  
         Monday & Wednesday (term time) 

After school classes 
        .![[9¢ ω ¢!t ω ah59wb ω {¢w99¢  
      

leah.fsd@gmail.com or 07885827592 
 

 

Village Coffee Morning 
All ages welcome 

Third Monday in the month - Chinnery Room  
Drop in anytime between 10.30 am and noon 

 
Penny Wood 01869 277310 

 

Puppy Stars 
Dog Training  

Tuesday evening ς various classes 
 

Contact Nick 07542 131400 
www.puppystars.co.uk 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting 
All villagers welcome 

Third Monday in the month 7.45pm 
 

Contact 01844 237766 or 
fringford.parishclerk@gmail.com   

 

Fringford Yoga  
Wednesday (term time) 

9.30am ς 11am 
 

Carolyn White 01869 277161 
 

 

Bicester Sound Bath Meditation 
 

First Sunday of the month from 7.45 pm 
Sonia - contact@holisticaxis.com 

Please text - 07709634847  
 

 

Just Puppies 
Puppy Training 

Wednesday evening ς various classes 
 

Contact Kerri 07720 891489 
www.justpuppies.training 

 

 

Shelswell WI 
 

First Thursday of the month 7.30pm 
 

Contact Lesley Beagent on 07729605670 
 

 

Pilates (new class) 
 

Thursday at 10.00am 
 

natashaflowerspilates@gmail.com  
or 07545 525820 

 

 

Mindfulness Meditation 
 

Monthly Sunday 11am to 12.30pm 
 
 

janerainey17@gmail.com or 07971 008337  
 

 

Village Hall Meeting 
 

Every 6 weeks ς 7.30pm 
 

Open meetings ς all welcome 
 

fringford.hall@gmail.com or 07936 879175   
 

 

Fringford Sewcial 

Sew and Chat! 
 

Alternate monthly Wednesday from 7pm  

& Sunday from 3pm   

Contact Melissa at mamcs100@gmail.com 

To book the hall for your own event, please go to fringford.info, village hall, how to book 
Here you will find all the information you will need to book on-line. 

For any other queries please phone or text 07936 879175  
or email: fringford.hall@gmail.com 

mailto:eah.fsd@gmail.com
http://www.puppystars.co.uk/
mailto:contact@holisticaxis.com


22 
 

Hardwick  

St Mary the Virgin 
CHURCHWARDEN:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
TREASURER:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Vacancy 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Veronica Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick     Tel 01869 277690 

WEBSITE: http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk 

 
 

HARDWICK  CONCERT  
  

Despite the rival allure of the Eurovision Song Contest, a good-sized audience turned up to Hardwick church on 
Saturday 13th May to listen to Cantores Consort in concert.  This highly talented Warwickshire-based a 
cappella vocal quintet presented an eclectic programme of entirely unaccompanied songs, comprising polyphony, 
madrigals, folk, pop songs and jazz standards. The size and the acoustics of Hardwick church enabled the group 
to showcase their brilliant voices to maximum effect, both individually and collectively, leaving the much 
appreciative audience, both enthralled and enthused.  A good time was had by all. We are much indebted to 
Cantores Consort for entertaining us so magnificently. 
  
 

 
Hardwick  Church New Guidebook 

 

The new 2022 guidebook for Hardwick church and the parish of Hardwick with Tusmore is now available. This 
44-page booklet has over 20 colour photos and provides a fascinating insight into the features and history of 
Hardwick church, the village and the Tusmore Estate.  You can collect a copy from the church or contact David 
Barnes (01869 277690), who can send one to you. We ask that you make a minimum donation of £5 to church 
funds. 
 

 

Pilgrim Pathways 
 

Why not walk the Hethe to Hardwick to Cottisford to Hethe òPilgrim Pathwayó. This is the first of what will be 
a network of walks between local religious sites being organised by the Bicester and Islip Deanery. This 4 mile 
circular route takes in the C of E churches of each of these villages as well as Holy Trinity, Hetheõs RC church. 
You can start and end your walk at any point on the route, which takes in some glorious North Oxfordshire 
countryside. Pick up a free brochure outlining the route from any of the three C of E churches or contact David 
Barnes (01869 277690), who can send one to you. 
 

 
H ARDWICK CHURCH IS OPEN DAILY  

 
 Visit Hardwick Church 

Open Daily: 10 am ð 4 pm 

Available for: 

Private prayer and quiet contemplation 

Viewing the architecture, memorials and stained-glass windows 

Please make use of this special space 
 

 
 

http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk/
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Hethe 
St Edmund and St George 

 
CHURCHWARDEN: Flora Skinner, Fox Hollow, 2 Hardwick Road, Hethe                              Tel 01869 277366 
TREASURER:  Mike Green, Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe    Tel 01869 278166 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Flora Skinner       as above                             
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:            Mike Green          as above  Tel 01869 278166 

WEBSITE: www.hethe.org 
 
If you have any news or a village event to publicise, please send the details to me, where possible with a photo, and if 
suitable I will add them to next monthõs news and include them on the village web site.  The deadline for the next edition 
of the Shelswell News is on Page 2. 
 

      ST EDMUND & ST GEORGE CHURCH  
 

Church Services and Events 
 
See the back page for details of services in our church.  You will be welcome at any of these services and in 
other churches in the benefice, or if you are away from the Shelswell area, you can find a nearby service through the web 
site https://www.achurchnearyou.com.   
 

This monthõs lay led service on the 25th of June will follow on from the Great Big Green 
week, which runs from 10th to 18th June.  The Great Big Green week is the UKõs biggest ever 
celebration of community action to tackle climate change and protect nature. 
 
The church is open every day for visits and private prayer.   
 
Many thanks to Flora for volunteering to clean the church and provide 
flowers this month. 
 
 

How the parish pays to keep the church open and availableé.Regular giving is the best source of income for the 
church.  There is now a feature in Parish Giving to make a one-off gift through a single transaction using a debit or credit 
card, or Apple or Google Pay, using the secure PGS website.  If you wish to give specifically to maintain the rear part of 
the churchyard, you can give through this facility or pass your donation to Flora or Mike. 
 

 
 Scan here to make a one-off donation or to set up regular giving by direct debit 
 
 
 
 
 

 
100 Club.  There are still plenty of numbers if you wish to join!  Please 
contact Mike or one of the other PCC members for an application form.  
The form and full details of the scheme are on the village website. 
 
The PCC members following this yearõs annual meetings: 
 

The Revd Alice Goodall (Chair) 
Flora Skinner (Vice Chair, Church Warden, Safeguarding Officer) 
Helen Pritchard (Deanery Synod Representative) 
Pauline OõGorman 
Helen Wood 
June Nisbet   
Mike Green (Secretary, Treasurer, Electoral Roll Officer) 
 

The next PCC Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st June. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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HETHE COMMUNITY ACTIVITY  
 

 
 
Hetheõs Coronation Big Lunch ð a response from Jean: 
 

òA huge thank you to everyone who came along and helped out to make 
Hetheõs Coronation Big Lunch such a lovely event on Sunday 7th May.  
We are all very grateful for the wonderful weather too! 

 
 

òA special thank you to Gary Skinner 
for the photos and being in charge of 
erecting the tents! 
 
òThought you would like to know that 
with the donation from the boys who 
ran the sweet stall and the donations 
for teas, I am going  to be able to 
donate £30 to Bicester Food Bank. 
That seemed appropriate to me as we 
all had so much wonderful food to 
share.ó 

 
Not forgetting a big thank you to Jean for organising the event. 
 
 
 
Parish Council.  Please note that all meetings are held in the Village Hall starting at 8.00pm and that Planning Meetings 
will be called as required.  The next full council meeting will be held on July 11th. 

 
The Village Hall Management Committee are proud to announce that they 
now have Full Fibre Broadband inclusive of the hire fee.  For bookings, please 
contact Flora, the village hall booking secretary fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who took part in the Grand Hethe Flea Market on 
Saturday 15th April .  The church raffle raised £138. 
 

The Stay & Play Group contact is Jess, email: jessicablamb@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
The Hardwick Road Allotments.   

Please note that the contact for the allotments off the Hardwick Road is now Yvonne Thomas, 3 Wilson Way, 
Caversfield, OX27 8FB, tel 243536 or 07773065890.  The agents are Carter Jonas for the Oxford Diocese. 

 
  

mailto:fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jessicablamb@yahoo.co.uk
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Mixbury 
All Saints 

CHURCHWARDENS:  Martin Ayres, Northwell Farm, Finmere                                   Tel 07899 792552                                    
Alec Howard, Middlestead, Mixbury                                        Tel 01280 848295 

TREASURER:                 David Mitchell.   2 Town Farm, Mixbury                              Tel 01280 847769 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Anna Howard  Tel 01280 848295 
MAGAZINE CORRESPNDENT: Sue Goodman    pasgoodman551@gmail.com  Tel 01280 848002 

 

If you have any news articles for the Parish Magazine please do not forget to let your Magazine Correspondent 
know in good time ð deadline dates are normally found on the inside cover of the Shelswell News.  Sue 
Goodman; email: pasgoodman551@gmail.com or telephone: 01280 848002. 

 
 

CHURCH SERVICES  
 

Services will be on the Second Sunday in the month at 9.15am. 
 

If you have any news articles for the Parish Magazine please do not forget to let your Magazine Correspondent 
know in good time ð deadline dates are normally found on the inside cover of the Shelswell News.  Sue 
Goodman; email: pasgoodman551@gmail.com or telephone: 01280 848002. 

 
MIXBURY CHURCH FLOWER ROTA 2023 

 

If anyone would like to be added to the rota or removed, please contact Eryl Tobin on 07840 464541 or 848466. 
Thank you to all those who decorate our church with beautiful flowers.  It's always appreciated. 
 

June                             Kate Darby 
July                              Sue Goodman 
                                                 

 
MIXBURY CHURCH CLEANING ROTA (Revised 2023 - 2024) 

 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to go on this rota in order to clean and to help maintain the church 
throughout the year. Your hard work is very much appreciated. 
 

June                             Nicola Adams and Anna Howard 
July                              Julie Mitchell and Helen Backon 
If anyone else would like to help with cleaning, we would be very grateful for extra volunteers. This would help 
to lighten the load on otherwise busy people. The job only requires a couple of hours simple cleaning in your 
allotted month, and if you can find a partner or join a group of two to make groups of three, it can be a pleasant 
way to involve yourself in the village and familiarise yourself with our beautiful church. For more information 
please contact -  Julie Mitchell on 01280 ð 847769 

 
MIXBURY POP UP PUB NIGHTS  : The Mixbury Pop Up Pub has been a tradition in the village for many 
years now and is a lovely way to socialise and make friends.  The hosts provide the venue, glasses and a few 
nibbles and the guests arrive with their own drinks.  If you are interested in hosting a pub night please contact 
Tanya ð email: markandtanya@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

mailto:pasgoodman551@gmail.com
mailto:pasgoodman551@gmail.com
mailto:markandtanya@yahoo.co.uk
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Coronation Picnic and Celebrations 
 

Bell-ringing commenced Mixburyõs celebrations on Saturday morning with villagers having a go at ringing the 
bells ð amazingly the children were slightly better than the adults!  Interesting fact is that one of the bells dates 
back to Charles I.  Mixbury has three bells, the last one being installed in 1627 and bears the inscription ôGod 
Save King Charlesõ. 

 

Huge Thanks to Amanda and James for the welcoming fizz to commence the Coronation Picnic, the Old 
Rectory Gardens are simply stunning and provided a beautiful setting for the Picnic.   

 

Thanks also go to the Coronation Crew for the work they put into organising the event, from the lovely 
invitations to the ice cream man calling, the Mixbury Minstrels playing and dancing and of course the weather 
was perfect.  There were special celebration mugs for each household and if your household didnõt get one 
please contact Anna Howard. 

 

Villagers were asked to make a cake or something sweet to share ð Mixbury bakers once again rose to the 
challenge and the sharing table was laden with wonderful cakes and desserts ð thank you. 

 

The childrenõs cake competition was won by Ameila and George Berrie, with Daisy and Ceilidh Bairstow in 
second place ð thanks to the judges Pat and Ian Beveridge. 
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Books 
 

Donõt forget there are lots of books in the Church for villagers to borrow and exchange ð straight ahead when 
you go in the door located just in front of the North Door. 
 

 

Save The Date!  

 
 

Mixbury Fete Saturday 2 nd September 2023  

At  Mixbury Hall, courtesy of Gemma and Nigel Harris  

(thank you) more information to follow soonééé. 
 

 
 
 

Newton Purcell 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Ann von Maltzahn, Home Farm Shelswell Park              Tel 01280 848680  
                      Vacant 
TREASURER:      Fai Li                                                                               Tel: 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Flora Skinner                                        Tel: 01869 277366  
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Ann von Maltzahn                                   Tel 01280 848680 
 

Services - 
Sunday 4th June - 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion 
 
Artists in the Countryside - 
We are delighted this event is back for another year and will be held over the weekend of 10th & 11th June.  
The exhibition will include some of our established artists and we have some new additions including potters 
plus stunning embroidered paintings from Debbie Farrell. 
Come to meet the artists at work from 10.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m. on Saturday and  10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tea and homemade cakes will be served throughout. 
Works will be for sale and proceeds will help us to maintain our church. 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Church Cleaning & Flower Rota - 
If you could spare a little of your time to help with this please contact Ann von Maltzahn - 
ann_maltzahn@yahoo.com 
  

mailto:ann_maltzahn@yahoo.com
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Stoke Lyne 

St Peterõs 
CHURCHWARDEN: Christopher Poole CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk                    Tel 01869 346020 
TREASURER:    Janey Poole         janey@oxford-educational.co.uk     Tel 07810 120457 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Emma Brown    emmabrown911@gmail.com  
MAGAZINE  CORRESPONDENT:         Rena Andrews    renacyanlion@btinternet.com Tel: 01869 346653 
PARISH ROOM BOOKINGS :  Kelly and James Holden-White kholdenwhite@aol.com  Tel 01869 345211 

WEBSITE   www.stokelyne.org  
 

St Peterõs Church Stoke Lyne Services 
 

Sunday 4th June ð ôFood for Thoughtõ at 10am 
Sunday 18th June ð ôFun @ 4õ for Big Green Week 
Sunday 25th June ð Holy Communion (10.45am) 

 
Flower Duty for June 
 

Emma Brown 
 
Stoke Lyne 100 Club ð May Results 
 

Results for the May 100 Club draw are as follows: 
 

1st Prize Membership No. 32  Kelly Holden-White 
2nd Prize Membership No. 58  Harriet Wye 
3rd Prize Membership No. 35  R Mandle 
 

We have a few new members, so the prize money has increased.  Please encourage others so we can increase the 
prize money further.   
 

Janey Poole 
Treasurer 
St Peterõs Church PCC 
janey@oxford-educational.co.uk 
 
 
Coronation of King Charles III ð Saturday, 6th May 
 
 

This was a day to remember.    What a spectacle with the massed bands and members of 
all our armed forces marching in procession, equally spaced between each group, the 
precision of the marchers was so precise, they must have practised this many times, the 
crowds cheering them all the way along the route. 
 

Westminster Abbey was lovely with beautiful floral arrangements. The one thing I liked 
was that there weren't so many Peers and Members of Parliament there which gave space 
for some of the many people who were involved in the many charities and voluntary 

services who were dear to the King's heart. 
 

The ceremony of the Crowning was very moving. I thought the King looked a bit pensive at times, he could 
have been thinking of his mother our late Queen Elizabeth II.   The music for the occasion was wonderful. 
 

When they were all on the balcony and looked up The Mall at the crowds you could see they were astonished at 
the masses gathered there: there must have been many thousands just in The Mall alone.  
The rain didn't spoil the occasion except that they couldn't have all the aircraft there for the fly-past but the Red 
Arrows always give a good show. 
 

Rena Andrews 
 

mailto:CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:emmabrown911@gmail.com
mailto:renacyanlion@btinternet.com
mailto:kholdenwhite@aol.com
http://www.stokelyne.org/
mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk


30 
 

The Kingõs Commemorative Big Lunch Celebration ð Sunday, 7th May 
 

The day started with the bring and share lunch.   There was a vast assortment of foods of various varieties and 
while we ate lunch the bar was open for alcoholic and non alcoholic drinks.   During lunch the jazz musicians 
played and in their interval Ron played some music.   When they left he again played some lovely music to suit 
all ages: you could see folks tapping their feet and wishing they could get up and dance, I for one. 
 

During the afternoon there was a dog show which was well-attended, followed by welly-wanging which caused a 
lot of hilarity and then there was tug of war.    The competition for the best crown was won by Lexi who had 
made it that morning sticking and colouring in the shape of the Kingõs crown 
 

      
 

       
 

At 4.30 we had the cream tea in the park as it was such a nice sunny day, followed by Prosecco to toast the 
King.     LONG LIVE THE KING ! 
 

The afternoon was a great success with most of the village attending with families.    Thank you all for making 
the day such a success. 
 

At 7.30 people started moving to the Church for hot dogs courtesy of Caroline and Harriet. There was also a bar 
where you could charge your glass up ready for the concert being streamed live from Windsor on the big screen. 
 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU  
FOR ALL THE HARD WORK GETTING THIS EVENT OFF THE GROUND 

 

I would like to mention Kelly for getting the ball rolling and getting a committee together.   There are too many 
to mention everyone by name but you know if you were there.  It must have been a mammoth task getting the 
marquee and setting it up, putting up bunting etc, moving tables and chairs to the marquee, all the food and 
glasses and the bar.     Thank you to all who sponsored the locally produced beer.  Thank you also to Ron who 
played his music all afternoon.   I would also like to say a big thank you for all who did the clearing up on 
Monday. 
 

Rena Andrews 
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Stoke Lyne W.I. ð Thursday, 11th May  
 

To celebrate King Charles IIIõs Coronation it was decided we would have a Coronation cream tea provided by 
the committee.    Members arrived to the hall beautifully decorated with a Union Jack with the King in the 
middle and lots of bunting and the tables were laid out with white tablecloths and flowers.   Members stood to 
sing Jerusalem and apologies given.   A nice welcome was given to two of our members who hadn't been able to 
come for a while due to circumstances.   Birthdays were read out, May must have been a popular month as we 
had five birthdays and Happy Birthday was sung.   Business was discussed and members were given their new 
programme for the coming year.   Names were taken for the visit to Richard Prestonõs NGS garden at Steeple 
Aston and also for the Group walk. 
 

As we didn't have any more business it was time for tea and the committee members went round the tables with 
sandwiches containing various fillings and there was a table laid up with more sandwiches, lovely cakes, cream 
scones etc.   During tea two quizzes were given out: one was a Royal quiz, the other a quiz on musicals.    Fruit 
juice was then given out with which to make a toast: 
  

TO THE KING , LONG LIVE THE KING.  
 

The raffle was drawn and we had two winners: Hazel won a Union Jack fold up shopping bag and Dorothea 
won a òSentry boxó full of shortbread,  both prizes very appropriate for the occasion.   While clearing up was 
done members had time to chatter among themselves and everyone agreed it was a lovely afternoon.   We then 
stood for the National Anthem. 
 

Our next meeting will be on 15th June and the speaker will be Richard Preston talking about his garden at 
Steeple Aston.   The competition will be a fresh flower corsage for a lady.   Teas Beryl and Celia. 
 

Rena Andrews 
 
 
Follow up to last monthõs article about the Church choir and Mary Spencer 
 

Pam Adams has supplied the following information: 
 

Mary Spencer came to visit us soon after I came to Stoke Lyne.   She was a lady ahead of her time (according to 
the family).   She was in her seventies but she looked much younger, could have been a model.   She had lovely 
brown curly hair, was slim and dressed in a shirtstyle dress which flared out.   She was full of talk and very 
animated.  I think she came down from London to visit.   We never saw her again. 
 
 
A Look at St Peterõs Church Bells ... and a couple of 19th century Churchwardens 
 

On Saturday 7th May churchwarden Chris Poole sent an email round the village announcing that at last the 
church bells had been restored and recommissioned after being out of action for several months and to 
celebrate both this achievement and the Coronation of King Charles III the church bells would be rung at 
midday by Jeremy Adams and his team.    
 

It certainly was wonderful to hear the bells being put through their paces.    I made a 2 mins 37 secs recording 
from in front of the churchyard of the first piece rung which can be found at this link: 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/cfyrsffq4t5y65p/The%20bells%20of%20St%20Peter%27s%20Church%20ringin
g%20to%20celebrate%20the%20Coronation%20of%20King%20Charles%20III.MP4?dl=0 
 

or on the village Facebook group. 
  

This then got me thinking about the history of the bells.   The website of the Bicester Branch of the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers (of which Jeremy is president and joint ringing master) provided some 
detail.   The website still lists Peter Curtis as òTower Captainó.   Many in the village will remember him although 
he spent his later years living in Stratton Audley (his obituary was in the April issue of Shelswell News).    

https://www.dropbox.com/s/cfyrsffq4t5y65p/The%20bells%20of%20St%20Peter%27s%20Church%20ringing%20to%20celebrate%20the%20Coronation%20of%20King%20Charles%20III.MP4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cfyrsffq4t5y65p/The%20bells%20of%20St%20Peter%27s%20Church%20ringing%20to%20celebrate%20the%20Coronation%20of%20King%20Charles%20III.MP4?dl=0
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The website entry states that there are three bells: 
 

¶ A treble weighing 5 cwt 10 lbs (equivalent to 259 kg), dating from 1869 

¶ A second weighing 7 cwt (equivalent to 356 kg), dating from 1812 

¶ A tenor weighing 8 cwt 3 qtrs 8 lbs (equivalent to 448 kg), dating from 1925 
 
These details are also provided on the Stoke Lyne entry on the Doveõs Guide for Church Bell Ringers website 
which adds that the trebleõs note is C sharp, the second B and the tenor A.   The diameters of the bells are given 
as 30.8 in, 34 in, and 37 in.  The measurement is taken at the lip of the bell.    
 
The website of the Bicester Bell Ringers additionally indicated that there was a inscription on the tenor bell with 
the wording: 
 
òTHE SOUND THAT REACHETH GOD ABOVE IS NOT CLANG, BUT VOICE OF LOVE  SIR A 

PEYTON, BART., R. ADAMS, CHURCHWARDENSó 
 
I asked Chris if he could confirm this and he came back with the Stoke Lyne entry in a book called òThe Church 
Bells of Oxfordshireó which not only confirmed this but provided the following additional information: 
 

òThe three bells were cast at the Whitechapel foundry.  The tenor has a òDoncaster-patternó head: the others have 
traditional type canons.   They hand in an oak frame, having pits for four bells, but it has never housed more than three: 
the frame resembles those made by John Walters, of Kings Sutton, in the first half of the nineteenth century.  The gear, type 
A, was renewed by Mr. Richard White in 1925.ó 

 
Iõve subsequently found the whole book online as a downloadable PDF from the Whiting Society website, if 
anyone from other villages wishes to look up their own church bells.   The author is Frederick Sharpe (1905-
1976) from Launton who was taught to ring at the age 14.    
 
Mr Sharpe adds a footnote to the entry that the letter òAó had been omitted before the word òclangó in the 
inscription (I think it may also have been omitted before òvoiceó as I think it reads better with it in ð perhaps 
space was limited or there was an extra charge above a certain character limit).   Regarding the names on the 
inscription, Sir A Peyton was of course Sir Algernon Peyton, the 7th Baronet (1889-1962)(brother of the Henry 
Peyton commemorated on the WW1 memorial plaque in the church and father of John on the WW2 plaque) 
and R Adams was Rupert Adams (1884-1961), ancestor of the current owners of Lower Farm.   The graves for 
both these former churchwardens can be found in the churchyard. 
 
Mr Sharpe also included information on the previous tenor bell:   
 

òThe former tenor was inscribed: 
Henry Williams Edward Jackson 
Church Wardens. T. Mears of London Fecit 1812. 
The bell was badly cracked when first seen by the writer.ó 

 
Mr Sharpe visited the tower in 1923 and 1952. 
 
I had not come across the names of these two churchwardens before so I have tried to find out more about 
them which was easier said than done as all I had to go on was that they must have been alive in 1812 and well 
into adulthood to hold a respected position such as churchwarden. 
 
First of all, Henry Williams.  A search of the name on the British Newspaper archive led me to believe that he 
was a farmer when I spotted an advertisement in the Oxford Journal of 6th March 1824:   òFARM AT STOKE 
LYNE, NEAR BICESTER.   TO be LET, and entered upon at Lady Day next, - A MESSUAGE or TENEMENT, 
with the barns, stables, out-buildings, yards, and appurtenances thereunto belonging; together with several Closes or inclosed Grounds 
of Arable and Pasture Land, containing 213 Acres, or thereabouts, situate at Stoke Lyne, in the county of Oxford, now in the 
occupation of Mr. Henry Williams.ó  Perhaps he was retiring from farming and moving elsewhere.   
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I then looked at burials in nearby villages and found a burial for Henry Williams, aged 84, at St Olaveõs in 
Fritwell on 24th February 1824.   Was it him? Yes, it was: the Oxford Journal of 1st March 1834 contained this 
notice beginning: òHENRY WILLIAMS, deceased.   ALL persons indebted to the late HENRY WILLIAMS, formerly 
of Baynardõs Green, and late of Fritwell, in the country of Oxford, are requested to pay their debts to Mr. Joseph Clements, of 
Bicester, auctioneer, his Executor ..ó 
 
But what about Edward Jackson?  I soon found his burial record.   He was buried in St Peterõs churchyard on 3rd 
March 1834, aged 70.   The Oxford Journal of 3rd March 1832 contained this death notice: òDied, on Monday last, 
at Stoke Lyne, in this county, in his 71st year, Mr. Edward Jackson, much respected by all who knew him.óThe Ancestry 
website even has a copy of his will online in their dataset òEngland & Wales, Prerogative Court of Canterbury 
Wills, 1384-1858ó.  It begins òI Edward Jackson of Stoke Lyne in the County of Oxford Gentleman hereby revoke all former 
Willsó and continues  òI appoint my nephew John Borton of Stoke Lyne aforesaid sole Executor of this my last Will and 
Testament ....ó   John was the son of Edwardõs sister Hester/Ester who had married Henry Borton at Croughton 
in 1780.   Hester as well as John and his two brothers are also named as beneficiaries in the will. 
 
It seems that both Henry Williams and Edward Jackson, as well as his nephew John Borton were keen to see 
that law and order was enforced in the village.   A notice in the Oxford Journal of 3rd April 1830 summoned 
members of the òDeddington Association For the Prosecution of Felons and other Offendersó, (a sort of mutual self-help 
group for farmers in combating crime) to its annual general meeting at the Crown and Tuns in at Deddington to 
audit the accounts and renew subscriptions.    The notice listed all the villages which contained members.   The 
only village in our Benefice mentioned was Stoke Lyne, and the only people named under the heading were the 
aforementioned three. 
 
Perhaps they felt they needed to be members, given the following: the Oxford Journal of 5th March 1825 
reported òOXFORD ASSIZES.   ... Thomas White, charged with feloniously stealing a piece of ash timber, of the value of 5s. 
the property of Henry Williams, at the parish of Stoke Lyne. ð One monthõs imprisonment, and kept to hard labouró.    Below is 
the catalogue entry for documents at the National Archives at Kew recording another offence in 1827 
(unfortunately the papers themselves have not been digitised):     
 

Prisoner name: John Butler and Reuben Butler, his son. 
Court and date of trial: Oxford Lent Assizes, 7 March 1827. 
Crime: Burglary, by breaking into the barn of John Borton of Stoke Lyne [Oxfordshire] with intent to steal a quantity of 
chaff - the property of Edward Jackson (farmer), value five or six pence. 
Initial sentence: Death recorded, commuted to transportation for life. 
Gaoler's report: 'Both suspicious characters'. 
Annotated: 'Nil'. 
Petitioner(s): John Butler and Reuben Butler (the convicts) undersigned by William Gardiner (convicts' former employer) 
and 14 other inhabitants of [Stoke Lyne]. William Gardiner undersigned by 10 inhabitants of Stoke Lyne. Two petitions 
from the convicts. 
Grounds for clemency: First offence; previous good character; the punishment is too severe for the crime and they are advised 
that the proper sentence is a maximum of seven years transportation; their contrition, sorrow and grief for their crime; John 
Butler has a wife and three small children now without support; Edward Jackson (prosecutor) has since the trial removed a 
horse from John Butler's wife without recompense. 

 
For those who are interested in what happened to the Butlers next their story is among those recounted in 
Martin Greenwoodõs book òThe Promised Landó. 
 
Brenda Hazel 
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Stratton Audley and Godington 
St Mary and St Edburga;    Holy Trinity  

 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Sarah Noujaim, 15 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley Tel 07941 273145 
 Penny Oakey, Grange Farm, Godington Tel 01869 278778 
TREASURER:  Fai Li         Tel 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Maxine Ling 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:    Vacant 

 
 

 

THE LATE RO SEMARY FARMERY 
Many of you will already know that Rosemary Farmery passed away recently after living in Cavendish Place since 

the early 1970s ð over 50 years. She was very well-known in the village and, no doubt, will be remembered by 
many for excursions on her mobility scooter in recent years with her beloved dog, Cricket, by her side. She 

served as editor of this magazine for several years until her failing health made this impossible. A full obituary 
will appear in next monthõs magazine, but her funeral will take place on Thursday 15th June at 11.30am in 

Stratton Audley Parish Church. All are welcome to attend to remember a very special lady. 
 

STRATTON AUDLEY CORONATION STREET PARTY  

SUNDAY 7TH  MAY 

 

What a wonderful weekend we had for the Coronation, and what a great day was held on Sunday 7th May when 
we closed off Church Street and enjoyed a right royal knees up, with families and their friends celebrating in 
style. We were blessed with the weather, cloudy to start and then full sunshine later on. A many people from the 
village turned out to celebrate with probably about 200 people attending for at least some part of the day. 
 

The Hog Roast was one of the best, and larger than expected, so provided a magnificent 160 baps. The 50 
veggie burgers were also well-received. Thanks to those who volunteered to cook the burgers and of course to 
Fergie, the man to go to for your next hog roast. 
 

Thanks also to all the helpers who turned up first thing in the morning and made the task of getting everything 
ready so easy and enjoyable.  
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Angie's Coronation Cake was an incredibly light sponge on the 
inside with delicious icing and a detailed King Charles work of art 
on top. Thank you also to Mrs Gosling who paid for the 
ingredients. 

Perhaps the stars of the day were the children who paraded up 
and down as Kings & Queens, made their bows and curtsies and 
later joined in the dancing. Well done Maggie for thinking of it 
and Sophie who executed it, organising children's activities in the 
function room at the pub - much appreciated by families with 
small children. 
 

King Charles commemorative coins were given out to all children 
under 15 who were present; a gift organised by the Parish 
Council. If your child did not get one please contact John 
Honsinger (jhonsinger@btconnect.com) or Anthony Flack 
( flack.wine_train@btinternet.com ). Equally for those of you 
who weren't present and would like a coin for your child, please 
get in touch as we will order a few more. 
 

As usual Mike Gore's band of merry men were a great hit. This 
time attending as the ôMonarchsõ and with guest singers Simeon 
Goss and Paula McSteen, they set the place alight. 

 

Finally there were the teas and numerous cakes that were provided by Maggie and other bakers in the village, all 
beautifully laid out in the road outside the church. This was followed by a Coronation Celebration Service in the 
church which was well attended. 
 

Thanks again to all the helpers who cleared up. During the afternoon many people expressed their appreciation 
of village events of this type and committed to be part of them in the future. It is heartening for those who have 
organised activities in the village over the years, to know that there are many more ready to step in and keep the 
spirit of community alive through social gatherings 
 

For the record the whole event cost the Parish Council around £1,200 which was partly off-set by a 
Government grant of £400. 

 

 

From a report by John Honsinger (Chair of the Parish Council) 
 

mailto:flack.wine_train@btinternet.com
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WILDLIFE WORKSHOP  
SATURDAY 29TH  APRIL 

Stratton Audley Churchyard 
 

There were lots of people at the Wildlife Workshop at the end of April with all ages represented. See the photos 
on Page 7. The ecologist from East West Rail was very interesting and is willing to come back for a further event 
in the future to help us understand more about this special place and the plants and animals within it. 

 
FOODBANK DONATIONS STILL REQUIRED  

The foodbank donation point in the church porch in Stratton Audley, supporting Bicester Foodbank, is still in 
place and will remain so for the foreseeable future. Thank you very much to all those who have dropped 
donations into the box - please keep them coming! Urgently needed items are listed below. Please note that the 
Rector, Alice Goodall is now a ôLocal Referrerõ and can refer anyone who is in need to the Bicester Foodbank. 
Contact: Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Finmere   01280 848192  alicegoodall313@gmail.com  
 
URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS  

¶ FRUIT JUICE 
¶ JAM 
¶ LONG LIFE MILK 
¶ TINNED FRUIT 
¶ TINNED MEAT MEALS 
¶ TINNED SOUPS 
¶ TINNED VEGETARIAN-SUITABLE MEALS 
¶ TINNED FISH 
¶ COFFEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HELPERS NEEDED FOR ôLITTLE LAMBSõ TODDLER GROUP  
 

We have a band of regular helpers at our ôLittle Lambsõ baby and toddler group, but one or two more people are 
needed to help at sessions ð offering refreshments to the mums/carers, chatting, preparing for the ôsnack timeõ, 
and helping Liz (the organiser) to tidy up at the end.  Time involvement is about two and a half hours, on one or 
two mornings a term.  You would need to have a DBS check.  Please consider volunteering, and contact Penny 
[01869-277310]  
 

mailto:alicegoodall313@gmail.com
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