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SHELSWELL BENEFICE MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Shelswell Family of Churches aims to bring people closer to God and to show the love of Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit to everyone. 

 
 

MINISTRY TEAM  
 

RECTOR: The Reverend Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT 
Telephone: 01280 848192 Email rector@shelswellparishes.info                     (Normal day off ð Friday) 
 
BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR : Mrs Becky Adams, c/o The Rectory (as above) Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
Administratorõs normal office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00 am ð 1.00 pm 
 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER: The Reverend Liz Welters, 19 Scampton Close, Bicester OX26 4FF 
Telephone 01869 249481 Email lizwelters@yahoo.co.uk 
 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER: Mrs Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands Fringford, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 8DF 
Telephone: 01869 277310 Email penelope.wood@btopenworld.com 

 
BENEFICE TREASURER: Mr Jeremy Coke-Smyth, Yew Tree Cottage, Mansfield Yard, Fringford, Bicester OX27 8DN 

Telephone: 01869 278233 Email jcs@pcsd.co.uk  

 
THE PARISHES ARE PART OF THE DEANERY OF BICESTER AND ISLIP AND THE DORCHESTER 
EPISCOPAL AREA OF THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD  

 
HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, HETHE,  
Mass: 4pm Saturday. 
Weekday Mass: 9.30am Monday  
Priest: Very Rev. Canon John Batthula, Henley House, 12 The Causeway, Bicester, OX26 6AW. 
Telephone: 01869 253277 
Website: http://www.holytrinityhethe.co.uk/ 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS 
 
Published monthly. To subscribe, contact Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, 
Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 
 
EDITORIAL OR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory,  
Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS TREASURER:  Phillip Rushforth, 7 Chinalls Close, Finmere, Buckingham, MK18 4BQ 
Tel: 01280 848534  Email prfinmere@btinternet.com 

 
Deadlines for the November 2023 edition of Shelswell News 
To Magazine Correspondents:    Friday     13th October 
Correspondents to Editor:         Sunday     15th October   at editor@shelswellparishes.info 
 
All articles must be submitted in WORD in a format that can be COPIED AND PASTED PLEASE 

www.shelswellparishes.info 
   Many thanks for your cooperation. 

 
SHELSWELL NEWS ARCHIVE . to look up previous issues of the Shelswell News.   Please go to the Benefice website 

and look at the Archive.  If the issue you want to refer to is not there please contact the Benefice office .

 

  

mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:lizwelters@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:penelope.wood@btopenworld.com
mailto:jcs@pcsd.co.uk
mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
mailto:prfinmere@btinternet.com
mailto:editor@shelswellparishes.info
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/


3 
 

MINISTERõS LETTER 
 

SEEKING GOD IN THE ORDINARY 

I hate housework!  But the ordinary things of life can be seen in a different light .éé   On the rare occasions I 

pick up a duster and manoeuver a vacuum cleaner, a poem by the sixteenth century poet George Herbert often 

springs to mind.  Itõs called ôThe Elixirõ  [which the dictionary defines as òa substance held to be capable of 

changing base metals into goldó ð  alchemists in the sixteenth century searched avidly for this substance hence 

Herbertõs use of the image].   Herbert puts forward the idea that if you do something ôfor Godõs sakeõ it is, as it 

were, ôturned to gold. 

Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see, 

And what I do in anything 
To do it as for Thee. 

 

A man that looks on glass, 
On it may stay his eye; 

Or if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
And then the heav'n espy. 

 

All may of Thee partake: 
Nothing can be so mean, 

Which with his tinctureñ"for Thy sake"ñ 
Will not grow bright and clean. 

 

A servant with this clause 
Makes drudgery divine: 

Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws, 
Makes that and th' action fine. 

 

This is the famous stone 
That turneth all to gold; 

For that which God doth touch and own 
Cannot for less be told. 

 
As the poem is also used as a hymn, which Iõve sung many times, the words spin through my  
head and make me think maybe I should try vacuuming the room òfor Thy lawsó.  Then I recall a 
book given to me at my Confirmation ôThe Practice of The Presence of Godõ.  Itõs a collection of 
ôconversationsõ with a monk called Brother Lawrence, and of letters he wrote,   
 

Brother Lawrence was born around 1610 in Herimenil, Lorraine, a Duchy of France. From an early age he 
was drawn to a spiritual life of faith and love for God.  At mid-life he entered a newly established  
monastery in Paris where he became the cook for the community which grew to over one hundred  
members.  One of the ôconversationsõ records that òin his business in the kitchen (to which he had 
naturally a great aversion), having accustomed himself do everything there for the love of God and asking  
for His grace to do his work well, he had found everything easy during the fifteen years that he had been 
employed there é... since he tried to please God by doing little things for the love of Him in any work  
he did.ó   
 

Whether in the kitchen, wielding a duster, or mowing the grass, we too might find everything ôeasyõ 
and transformed if we could do it òfor Godõs sakeó and use the time for what brother Lawrence 
describes as òa continual conversation with Him, in freedom and simplicity.ó       
 

 Penny Wood LLM 
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BIBLE READINGS  

 
Sunday 1st October 17th Sunday after Trinity Ezekiel 18 v1-4 and 25-end 
  Philippians 2 v1-13 
  Matthew 21 v23-32 
 
Sunday 8th October  18th Sunday after Trinity   Isaiah 5 v1-7 
     Philippians 3 v4b-14 
     Matthew 21 v33-end 
 
Sunday 15th October  19th Sunday after Trinity   Isaiah 25 v1-9 
     Philippians 4 v1-9 
     Matthew 22 v1-14 
 
Sunday 22nd October  20th Sunday after Trinity   Isaiah 45 v1-7 
     1 Thessalonians 1 v1-10 
     Matthew 22 v15-22 
 
Sunday 29th October  Bible Sunday   Nehemiah 8 v1-4a [5-6] 8-12 
     Colossians 3 v12-17 
     Matthew 24 v30-35 

 
(Note: Alternative readings may be used at Harvest celebrations)  

 
 

 

 

MIDWEEK HOLY COMMUNION  
AND SOUP LUNCH  
Thursday 5th October 

12 noon 

Stoke Lyne Church 

If you would like a lift then please contact Alice on 01280 848192 or 
rector@shelswellparishes.info 

 

 

 
 

FUND RAISING  EVENT FOR RESEARCH INTO MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE  
 

Two 20-year-old locals are driving a £500 car through Europe 
to raise funds for research into Motor Neurone Disease! 

 

My name is Phoenix Tilley, I used to attend Fringford Primary school many years ago.   Iõm now 20 and still 
living in Fringford.   Myself and my friend, Ryan Murfet, are taking part in a fundraising event to raise money 
for Stem Cell research into finding a cure for Motor Neurone Disease.   This cause is very close to my heart as I 
will be raising money for my mum, Alie Tilleyõs fundraising group called ôAll About Alieõ.  You may have heard 
or seen us before at the Fringford Beer Festival where we raise funds every year.  
 
Read more about our plans in the Fringford section on page 21. 
 
 

  

mailto:rector@shelswellparishes.info


5 
 

WULU FOOD SHORTAGE  
 

 
 
 
 

 message from Bishop Zechariah on receiving our first donation of money to  
enable him to buy food for those in Wulu who were struggling as a result of  
last yearõs failed harvest to find enough to eat: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here is one of the leaders of the Mothers Union with 
Mama Monica measuring out some rice, sugar and beans 
for one of the vulnerable people living in the church 
compound.    

Overall, we collected over £1000 to be used to buy food 
to distribute to those in need.  That is amazing!  Thank 
you so much for your generosity.   

Thank you also to the kind donor who has sponsored the 
bulk of the teacher training mentioned in last monthõs 
Shelswell News ð I havenõt told Bishop Zechariah about 
that yet, but I know he will be delighted.   

What a privilege it is for us to be able to support the 
people of Wulu in these small but significant ways! 

Alice 

Wow, my God!  The One who knows his people in different directions with 

different needs! 

On behalf of my family and myself as a Bishop of Wulu Diocese,  thank you 

so much, Shelswell Benefice, for your contribution. 
Thank you, my people in Christ!  I and my people have nothing with which to 

reward you -  we'll talk to Almighty Father in all our ẑ hearts to bless you 

and pray that you'll continue helping poor people in need. 

He is the One who is responsible for your needs and reward. 

When you fulfil the needs of God's people, God also fulfils your needs in 
different directions.  
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OUTDOOR SERVICE ð 20TH  AUGUST 

What a great time we had at our outdoor service in Evenley Wood 
Gardens!  Perfect weather, brilliant service led by Liz Welters, excellent 
BBQ ð thanks to Gary Skinner, wonderful salads and puddings ð 
thanks to all the parishes, and even a spot of shade courtesy of Chris 
and Janey Pooleõs gazebo!  And best of all, the opportunity to spend 
time with one another chatting and getting to know each other a little 
better.  Thanks to everyone who helped make it such a lovely event, 
and to the Gardens for accommodating us once again. 

The focus of our service was ôsoilõ.    I remember Timmy Whiteley, who 
was responsible for developing Evenley Wood Gardens, telling me that 
when the land came up for sale in 1980, he had to have it, because it 
unusually has a band of acid soil, in an otherwise predominantly alkaline 
area, provides the opportunity to cultivate plants such as 
rhododendrons, camellias, and magnolias, which would not ordinarily 
thrive in this part of the world.  And if you have explored Evenley 
Wood Gardens, particularly in May or June, you will see how he used 
this knowledge to amazing effect.  As the gardener Arthur Fallowfield 
in the radio show ôBeyond our Kenõ back in the late 50s / early 60s 

said, ôthe answer lies in the soilõ.   

Soil may look boring, but it is amazing stuff!  There are 
more living organisms in one handful of soil than there are 
people on the planet!  It provides an anchor for roots, and 
stores the nutrients that organisms need to thrive.  But it 
also acts as a filter for rainwater, providing a buffer against 
pollutants.  Its structure absorbs water, so it both helps 
protect us from flooding and also combats drought.  And 
very importantly, it is a wonderful carbon sink.  Only the 
oceans hold more carbon than the soil.  We know how 
important trees are in processing carbon dioxide, but the 
soil captures more carbon dioxide than all the vegetation on 
the planet.  It holds two or three times as much carbon as 
the earthõs atmosphere and every year absorbs roughly a 
quarter of all human emissions.  Amazing stuff. 

It still looks boring though ð not to everyone, to 
be fair.  Did you know there is a soil museum in 
the Netherlands, with large collections of soil?  
But perhaps because it looks boring, or perhaps 
because it always seems to just be there, it is very 
easy to take for granted.  Unfortunately that is just 
what humankind has done.  We have assumed 
that soil is endless and indestructible: it is neither.  
And, especially since the second world war, we 
have rather abused it.  We have ploughed it 
intensely which can dry it out and accelerate 
erosion.  We have planted great swathes of the 
same crops which drains the soil of specific 
nutrients, encourages pests and diseases to thrive, 
and damages the soil structure.  We have dolloped 
large amounts of fertilisers, pesticides and other 
chemicals onto it, reducing vital biodiversity and 
starving the soilõs microbial population.  And 
thatõs before we get onto deforestation and 
development.   
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Increasingly extreme weather caused by climate change is also having a major 
impact.  Where the soil structure has broken down, the water isnõt absorbed into it 
as well.  So it is less resilient to the effects of drought ð Three quarters of Spain is at 
risk of becoming desert.  And it becomes a less good barrier to flooding.  Instead 
the rainwater runs off the fields into the waterways, taking all the fertilisers and 
chemicals with it and causing damage to the plants and wildlife that live there as 
well. 

So the bad news is that the top soil that is used to grow 95% of our food is 
disappearing ten times faster than it is being replaced.  One third of the worldsõ soil 
is already degraded and that percentage is growing. Soil is made through the 
interaction of rocks and sediments with flora and fauna, water and the atmosphere.  
It is a complex and dynamic living ecosystem.  It takes thousands of years to create 
an inch of new soil, but we can destroy it in minutes. 
 

Now the good news is that major industries ð like Unilever, for example - 
have worked out that if they can look after the soil, protect it and help it 
to replenish itself, then that will be a hugely important factor in our 
efforts to halt the climate crisis ð and will make them money too.  And 
there is evidence that where soil is managed sustainably, the quality is 
maintained or even increases.  Farming practises are gradually changing ð 
we have seen a growth in min till, poly cultures, crop rotations, returning 
crop residues to the soil, using less pesticides and fertilisers.   And then 
there is agroforestry, promoting soil fungi, growing complementary crops 
in the same field, planting cover crops between harvests and so on.  And 
there are projects to restore peatland so that once more greenhouse gases 
are being trapped and natural flood defences are built up once again. 

 

If we take care of it, soil will start to 
recover and will be able to continue to 
sustain human life. 

I am aware that I write this from a very 
slim knowledge base and that lots of you 
know lots more than me about the soil ð 
perhaps you would like to write something 
for the Shelswell News to help us all 
understand a little more.   

Alice Goodall 
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FUN @ FOUR 

 

Sunday 15th October 

4 Ő 5.30 pm 

Stoke Lyne Church 

 

The story Jesus told about the two builders 

Craft and activities, prayer and praise,  

sandwiches and cake Ő everybody welcome! 

 
 

KNITTING FOR OTHERS  
 

 
 
You may remember from a previous article in the magazine that ôKnit for Peaceõ are no longer accepting 
knitting for distribution. They have asked that the knitting goes to local organisations for onward distribution. 
 

Locally (Fringford) we are fortunate to have Penni, who has wide connections to various charities. She is kindly 
taking our knitting so that it can be sent to people in need. We have received the following acknowledgment - 
 

Dear knitting group  
 

Just to say a huge thank you for all amazing hand knitted items. 
All had been delivered to us by Penni and Phil. 
Everything delivered was brand new, hand knitted, great helpful stuff. 
Many thanks again for all your help and support in this difficult time for all Ukrainians. 

 

Best regards  
Vera Lyshak,  Chairperson of Bicester Ukrainian Community Support Group 

 

Knitted items have also gone to Bicester Churches Action for refugees and Operation Mercy, an international 
organisation who distribute goods to every country. 
 

Your support for ôKnitting for Othersõ is very much appreciated. 
 

Marion Crowther 01869 277404 
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REGISTRY 
This section will announce any baptisms, marriages and funerals that have recently taken place within 

the Shelswell benefice 

 

Baptisms and Thanksgiving 

Phoebe Joy LETT 
Saturday 19th August 2023 
St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley 

Phoebe was born at the end of last year, first child to 
Katherine and Toby Lett.  Kath and Toby live in 
Bicester.  She works in Internal Communications for 
the BBC and Toby is a product manager in advertising 
technology.  Kath and Toby had come to the Christmas 
service at Stratton Audley, and were touched by the 
atmosphere of peace, tranquillity and stillness (and that 
in spite of the Rectorõs Christmas conjuring trick!).  
And so when Phoebe was born, and they wanted to say 
ôthank youõ for her, Kath and Toby thought of Stratton 
Audley.   

Kath and Toby chose two readings for Phoebeõs special service: Tobyõs mum Angela Lett read Isaiah chapter 43 
verses 1 ð 3a, and Kathõs mum Janet Spencer read Bob Dylanõs ôForever Youngõ.  We sang two hymns: ôAll 
things bright and beautifulõ and ôMorning has brokenõ accompanied by Pam Morgan on the organ.  The children 
helped us think about the importance of having good foundations in life by building a tower, first with the 
biggest boxes at the bottom, and then with the smallest boxes at the bottom.  Prayers of blessing were said over 
Phoebe, and she was presented with a Childrenõs Bible.  Phoebe has three ôsupporting friendsõ who promised to 
do all that they can to help and support Kath and Toby in bringing Phoebe up: Tim Love, Jennifer Pawley & 
Danielle Davies  

After the service, everyone went back to Kath and Tobyõs home for a piece of cake and a glass of fizz. 

We pray that God will bless Kath and Toby as they look after Phoebe, and that through their love for her, they 
may discover more of Godõs love for them all. 

 
Edward Michael Bruce CAMPBELL (ôNedõ) 
Sunday 3rd September 2023 
St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley 
 
It was lovely to welcome Ned, together with his family and friends, to 
Stratton Audley for his christening on the afternoon of Sunday 3rd 
September.  Nedõs maternal grandparents, Janet and Richard Cooper, 
live at Willaston, near Fringford, as did his mum Hester when she was 
a teenager.  Both she and her sisters Daisy and Tilly are regular visitors 
to Willaston, along with their families, and it is a special place to them. 

Hester and Charlie live in London where she works as a solicitor and 
he as an investment manager.  Ned is their second child ð his big sister 
Suki is now three years old.  She was born in the middle of the 
pandemic, and although Hester had wanted to have her christened in 
Stratton Audley, where she and Charley were married, all the 
regulations around Covid made this very tricky to arrange, and after a 
couple of failed attempts, Suki was baptised in London.  Nedõs arrival 
into the world early this year was much more straightforward, as was 
arranging his christening! 

Hester and Charlie had chosen Ephesians 3: 14 ð 21 as the reading for Nedõs christening ð it was read by Tilly.    
Daisy played the piano for the two hymns: ôLove divine, all loves excellingõ and ôLord of all hopefulnessõ.    
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The children made baptingles to help us think about baptism, and everyone wrote their own prayer for Ned 
which we collected up to be kept for him to read when he is older.  And of course, Suki held Nedõs baptism 
candle for him. 

After the service, everyone went back to Willaston for some rather magnificent christening cake before 
returning home. 

We pray that Ned will grow up to know just how much God loves him. 

 
Rosie Rae KERBY 
Sunday 10th September 2023 
St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley 

Rosie, aged just 4 ½ months old, slept peacefully through most of her special service.  She was wearing the same 
christening robe that her mum had worn 30 years before, and her grandma had worn nearly 60 years before. 

Rosie is the first child of Rachel and Nathan Kerby, although she has two half siblings from Nathanõs previous 
marriage.  The family live in Bicester, but Nathan and Rachel are no strangers to Stratton Audley church, having 
attended there prior to being married back in 2021.  (They had been due to marry in July 2020, but then we had 
a pandemic.)    So it was lovely to be able to welcome them back for Rosieõs christening.   

Rosie was baptised as part of the Stratton Audley family service at 
10.45 am, and it was wonderful to have all her friends and family to 
swell the congregation.   When asked if they would like to choose one 
of the hymns for the service, Nathan and Rachel said theyõd like ôAll 
things bright and beautifulõ or ôMorning has brokenõ ð so we had both 
of those, together with ôHeõs got the whole world in his handsõ and ôO 
Jesus I have promisedõ.  The Bible reading for the day was Romans 
chapter 13, verses 8 ð 14, which reminds us how important love is.  It 
also includes the words ôClothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christõ 
which seemed very appropriate, given how that is what we do when we 
are baptised! 

The children made baptingles to help us think more about the meaning 
of baptism, and everyone wrote their own prayer for Rosie, which we 
collected up to be kept for her to read when she is older.  And big 
sister Isobel lit and held her baptism candle for her. 

We were very grateful to Sarah, the church warden, for having 
organised both hot and cold drinks, grapes and biscuits for after the 
service, which everyone enjoyed before leaving to go to Bicester Hotel 
Golf and Spa.   

May Rosie grow up to know the joy of being a follower of Jesus. 

 

Weddings 

Joe COAKLEY and Josie Margaret BOWLER 
Saturday 9th September 2023 
St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley 

It was a hot day.  Indeed it was so hot, that although Josie had previously invested in brollies for the wedding, 
the couple had done some last minute ordering of fans and bottles of waters for their guests ð for which the 
guests were very grateful!   

Josie and Joe have been together for 8 years.  They met whilst both studying at Southampton University.  Joe 
was studying engineering and Josie English and French.  Back in August 2016 they moved into the Manor, 
Stratton Audley, where they lived for the following year.  Josie has fond memories of hearing the bells ringing 
after weddings, and that was one of the things she wanted for her own wedding.  The couple now live in 
Brackley ð Joe works as a design engineer and Josie is a charity worker.   
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In their spare time, they enjoy exploring places, following 
Southampton Saints together, and baking.  Josie also has 
a passion for hedgehogs and volunteers at Brackley 
Hogwatch, and Joe enjoys photography. 

Josie arrived at the church with her dad in a little camper 
van.  She had two bridesmaids: her sister Sophie and her 
best friend Lizzie.  Her nephew Archie, who is very little, 
was an ôunofficialõ page boy, carried down the aisle by his 
mum.  Joe had three best men.   

Josie walked down the aisle to Pachelbelõs Canon in D 
played on the organ by Flora Skinner.  There were two 
hymns: ôLove divine, all loves excellingõ and ôShine, Jesus, 
shineõ.  Josieõs mum Sandra Bowler read 1 Corinthians 
chapter 13 and her dad David Bowler read ôAll I know 
about loveõ by Neil Gaiman.  The rings were presented in 
a small wooden bowl made by Joeõs brother.  The signing 
of the marriage document was witnessed by Sophie 
Abbey and James Taylor, and whilst that was taking 
place, everyone listened to ôAmazedõ by Lonestar and 
ôDie a happy manõ by Thomas Rhett.  The couple left the 
church to ôAll you need is loveõ by the Beatles played on 
the organ with the bells ringing out.    After some 
photographs, they all went to Stratton Court Barn for the 
reception. We pray that God will richly bless Joe and 
Josieõs marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All I know about love ς Neil Gaiman 

This is everything I have to tell you about love: nothing. 
This is everything I've learned about marriage: nothing. 

Only that the world out there is complicated, 
and there are beasts in the night, and delight and pain, 
and the only thing that makes it okay, sometimes, 
is to reach out a hand in the darkness and find another 
hand to squeeze, 
and not to be alone. 

It's not the kisses, or never just the kisses:  
it's what they mean. 
Somebody's got your back. 
Somebody knows your worst self  
and somehow doesn't want to rescue you 
or send for the army to rescue them. 

It's not two broken halves becoming one. 
It's the light from a distant lighthouse bringing you both 
safely home 
because home is wherever you are both together. 

So this is everything I have to tell you about love and 
marriage: nothing, 
like a book without pages or a forest without trees. 

Because there are things you cannot know before you 
experience them. 
Because no study can prepare you for the joys or the 
trials.   
Because nobody else's love, nobody else's marriage, is 
like yours, and it's a road you can only learn by walking 
it, a dance you cannot be taught, a song that did not 
exist before you began, together, to sing. 

And because in the darkness you will reach out a hand, 
not knowing for certain if someone else is even there.  
And your hands will meet, and then neither of you will 
ever need to be alone again. 

And that's all I know about love. 
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Funerals 

Peter John Underwood 
16th February 1950 ð 3rd August 2023  

Peter was born on the 16 February 1950, on a mild day in Islip. 
He was the first son of Jo and Peter Underwood and was raised 
for the most part in Kidlington. Two years later, his brother, 
David, arrived and they had a childhood of boyish play, 
football, cricket and hijinks.   They were also very close to their 
cousin Christopher, who became like a third brother to them. 
As a young boy, Peter was often known as Judge Peter, given 
his serious facial expressions and indeed his haircut. He also 
had a special affection for his dog, Binki.  

Peter and Roberta met aged 15 and were inseparable from then 
on. Peter would tell the story of how he was beaten into 
submission by Roberta, who used to chase him onto the school 
bus.   There may be some truth to this, but their love, respect 
and dedication to one another has been evident to anybody who has spent time with them.   They were married 
in January 1972. Peter had injured himself whilst roofing the day before and had to wear a bandage on his head.   

Peter and Roberta bought their first house, in Ardley. To celebrate their first evening in the house, Roberta 
thought she would cook something to impress Peter and show off her culinary skills ð pheasant!  Now, Peter 
always said that he would take a bullet for Roberta. On this occasion, however, it was the numerous lead bullets 
and shells still in the roasted bird that nearly choked him.  To be fair, Peter adored Robertaõs cooking - a good 
job given his own skills in the kitchen. That didnõt stop him watching numerous cookery shows and offering 
much advice and many opinions! 

As many couples did, to start with, cardboard boxes were used as furniture and bit by bit Peter and Roberta 
made the house their home. As a young couple they doted on Robertaõs much younger brother, Julian, and 
treated him as they would their own child. They enjoyed many road trips, picnics and introducing Julian to the 
various sports that Peter played.  Their son Thomas was born after seven years of marriage,  and Emily came 
along two years later.  In 1987 they moved to Bicester, and took on a new house project, which Peter loved, 
especially the garden. His passion for gardening was always evident and he was even directing things from his 
bed in his last few months. Peterõs hanging baskets and growing of vegetables embodied his sense of pride and 
were the culmination of a lot of pleasurable time spent in the garden, either before or after work or during 
retirement.  

Holidays were also time for him to unwind and spend quality time with family and friends. He loved his 
getaways with Roberta, but the pair of them also accompanied Emily and her family or Thomas and his on 
several memorable trips . He was in his element watching and playing with the grandchildren, relaxing by the 
pool or sea and enjoying good food and drink. There were also regular breaks abroad with Roger and Jenny. The 
group of four visited numerous cities across Europe together, as well as a trip to the USA on the Queen Mary. 
They soon became well versed to Peterõs usual way of saying that he didnõt want to go into a particular 
restaurant or bar because he didnõt like the look of it. Needless to say a few hours later he would be waxing 
lyrical about the food or the choice of venue.  

Peterõs holidays with Roberta were cherished by them both and in particular they always enjoyed the Canary 
Islands  or the island of Menorca. A pack of playing cards were constantly present in the early evenings and their 
games would get rather competitive. Well, Peter would be anyway. On two occasions they lost the cards when 
he threw them over the balcony having unexpectedly lost! 

Peter joined Bicester Roofing straight after school and remained working with the firm for the whole of his 
working life. It would be almost impossible to calculate the number of roofs across Oxfordshire that he has 
tended to; he always took extreme pride in his work and expected commitment and quality from anybody 
working with him.  

Peter derived great enjoyment from music and his knowledge of popular music was amazing. On most evenings 
there would be music playing in the kitchen or outside on the decking if it was sunny and Peter would often 
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want to share his latest playlist and remix CD with the rest of the family.  Always music and a glass of wine, 
especially when the grandchildren were in bed.  

Football and cricket were huge passions for Peter and so many memories of him revolve around sport. He was a 
renowned and ferocious midfield player, who made a lasting impression for whichever club he represented, 
whether playing or managing. These included Highfield Boys, Ardley Utd, Bicester Town, The Swan Sunday 
team, Chipping Norton, Thame Utd and Carterton Town.   Some of his strongest relationships were formed 
through sport.  

The family have many happy memories of cricket afternoons across Oxfordshire. There was always a palpable 
sense of joy, competition and camaraderie. He was an excellent cricketer, having had trials for Surrey when he 
was young. He was also a great captain of Bletchingdon - the pinnacle being winning the double in 1992. The 
children would spend all of Saturday afternoon watching, playing with the other children, Roberta often helping 
with the teas and then spending time in the clubhouse afterwards.  

Peter always had time for the family and for his grandchildren, of whom he was immensely proud.  he was 
constantly  printing off new photos of them to display around the house. He loved hearing of their exploits 
whether at school, in the swimming pool or on the football pitch.  His Ipad and computer were always stocked 
with carefully labelled folders with pictures of the family.  He was very happy when he was behind the camera. 

Peter had battled illness for many years, but it was only over the past twelve months of so, when he developed 
secondary cancer, that he became so ill.  He was incredibly brave throughout and never once complained, at 
least not publicly. His strength of character and love remained until the very end and are testament to the man 
that he was. Steadfast love was a central driving force in his life - whether that was for his wife, Roberta, for his 
children, grandchildren, family and friends, or for all the things he enjoyed doing.  He will be hugely missed. 

Peterõs funeral took place at North Oxfordshire Crematorium on Tuesday 29th August 2023 at 12 noon.  
Afterwards, his family and friends retired to the Hopcrofts Holt Hotel for refreshments and to exchange fond 
memories of Peter.   Our prayers are with Roberta and the family at this difficult time. 

 
Valerie Elizabeth Walker 
23 February 1956 ð 19th June 2023 
 
Valerieõs funeral was held in Fringford Church on 19th July.  The Tribute to Valerie was prepared by her family. 
 
Valerie was the only child of John and Mary. Sadly, Mary died when Valerie was 6, leaving Valerie with her Dad 
John. John and Valerie moved to Murcott to live with John's family.  
 
When Valerie was growing up, she was very musical playing both the piano and guitar and she also used to sing. 
Valerie was in a group that sang and performed at church services, she used to write her own music, singing solo 
as well as performing as part as the group.   
 
Valerie's dad John met Peg in 1971 at a family gathering and they went on to marry in October 1972. Valerie and 
John moved from Murcott into Peg's home in Fringford merging their families giving Valerie two stepsisters, 
Dawn & Daphne, and a stepbrother Neville. Valerie was very close to her new brother and sisters and also to 
Peg.  
 
Valerie went to work at Blackwells in Oxford after leaving school and then to Banks Architects in Bicester.  
 
Valerie met and married Peter Walker here in this church in Sept 1974. Peter and Valerie spent a short while 
living with Peter's parents in Fringford before moving to Mixbury in 1975. In June 1976 their first child 
Nicholas was born. In 1978 the family moved to Murcott and a daughter Lyndsey was born in April 1979.  
 
Whilst raising her young family Valerie worked part time waitressing at The Nut Tree in Murcott and 
housekeeping for a local family in the village. 
 
When her children were older Valerie worked for a travel company Select France, before joining the depot in the 
90's where she stayed until she retired. Valerie and Peter later moved to Bicester and after a time 
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separated. Valerie lived a short while with her son Nick and his partner Dawn before moving into a retirement 
home.  
 
Valerie had three grandchildren Billy, Jasmine and Isaac that she absolutely adored. She would often babysit 
whilst they were young and spent every Christmas with Lyndsey, Dave and the grandchildren until ill health 
meant she was no longer able to.  
 
Valerie loved Christmas, she loved buying presents for everyone and would spend hours wrapping them and 
making them pretty with ribbons and bows. Valerie's grandchildren would be so excited waiting for their nanny 
to come on Christmas Day with sacks full of presents for them.  As the grandchildren got older Valerie would 
enjoy hearing about their new boyfriends and girlfriends or how they got on in their sporting activities. 
 
Valerie was a loving, generous and happy soul, known to be always smiling and laughing and will be greatly 
missed by her family and friends. ò 
Valerie was buried in Fringford Churchyard.  May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

 

Club News 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

SHELSWELL WI  
 

For September's meeting, we enjoyed a talk from Stuart Cummins titled 'Ingenuity in the Victorian Era'  Stuart 
spoke about the Victorians love of invention and how his interest in the subject started when as a child he 
would dig for glass bottles.  We were able to see some items from his own family including a camera (with an 
accompanying photograph taken with  it) and a musical box.   
 

Stuart was also able to identify an item brought in by one of our members as as a plant sprayer.   
 

We also ran a 'jarbola' stall at the Fringford Fete.  It was a very successful afternoon, if a little warm. 
 

Oct - a visit from Beautifully Different Brackley 
 

Nov - Memories, making the most of your possessions by Jane Fletcher 
 

Dec - Christmas meal 
 

Our meetings take place on the first Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the village hall Fringford. There are 
also opportunities to take part in events run by other local groups, Oxfordshire WI and the national team.   
 

If you would like to come along or for more information please contact Lesley Beagent 07729605670 
 

SHELSWELL GARDEN CLUB        

Our September meeting took place on 12th September, after the deadline for this edition of the Shelswell News. 
Therefore, the report on John Leeõs talk on Penstemons will appear in the November edition.  

The talks for the last three months of 2023 appear below.  

On October 10th, John Gibson, an RHS Daffodil Society speaker and judge with many yearsõ experience of 
growing bulbs, will be discussing daffodils, tulips, hyacinths and other bulbs, propagation, their planting 
requirements and growing conditions.  
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On November 14th, we will have our AGM followed by a talk from Corrine Mitchell, our Club secretary, about 
Propagation and Other Odds and Ends.  If anyone has a question they would like answered or something 
they would like explained, please send to Corrine beforehand.  

On December 12th - Christmas Celebrations! We will be celebrating the festive season with a fun, practical 
session with Christmas refreshments by the committee.  

Club membership has remained at £10 for many years. All related club costs have been increasing and therefore 
the committee has decided that as of this membership year (starting September 2023) our membership fee will 
increase to £15 per year. This covers all speakers, zoom meetings in January and February as well as entry to 
the evening garden visits. We are also increasing the visitor fee to £5, which will be refunded if the visitor 
decides to join the Club that evening. Swallows Nursery in Mixbury has kindly offered a discount to our 
members when you show your membership card. 

We welcome visitors to our club that normally meets at Hethe Village Hall at 7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of 
the month (apart from August). Meetings and outings are open to members and visitors, friends and relatives. 
Plants are for sale at most meetings. The annual fee is now£15 and visitors fee £5. 

For further information, call Sally Drummond Hay on 01280 848591 or Corrine Mitchell on 01869 247411 or 
email shelswellgardenclub@gmail.com 

 

SHELSWELL READING GROUP  

The book chosen for September was ôThe Childrenõs Actõ by Ian McKewn.  Following the August meeting, a 
number of members selected an Ian McKewn book to read ahead of our next meeting (held on Wednesday 20th 
September at 3 Kennel Cottages, Cottisford.)  Other books read were òLessonsó and òEnduring Loveó.  It was 
lovely to welcome a new member, Lauren Kelly, from Cottisford ð if anyone else is interested in joining, please 
contact Jane Birnage, Manor Grange, Cottisford (07770 220605 or janebirnage@icloud.com).  

At the time of print, we had not yet decided on date of next meeting, but likely to be mid October.  We hope to 
be able to share dates and selected books ahead of time in future editions. 

 

SHELSWELL POETRY APPRECIATION GROUP  

Our September meeting looked at 18 poems about Clothes. A typically wry poem by Dorothy Parker, The Red 
Dress, and The Long Dress by Gertrude Stein were followed by the well-known Warning, by Jenny Joseph. 
Next came The Clothes Line by Charlotte Druitt Cole and Ode to the Clothesline by Kwame Dawes.  
 Fatherõs Old Blue Cardigan by Anne Carson is a moving description of discovering that her father had 

dementia and The Song of the Shirt moves us in another way ð to anger- with its revelations about the hand-

made garment industry in the 1840s. Maya Angelouõs poem Clothes has a similar campaigning intention, but she 

scolds the fashion-conscious for being the willing tools of racist and misogynistic designers.  

A more general view is taken by Robert Herrick in Upon Juliaõs Clothes, by Pablo Neruda in Ode to Clothes 

and by Kahlil Gibran in On Clothes.  The importance to human life and happiness symbolised by the shoe is 

found in Put on the Shoe by Amos Russel Wells and for Toshio Nakae in Kimono, that garment evokes 

memories of a relationship. 

Vespers, by A A Milne, author of the Winnie the Pooh stories, takes on the persona of Christopher Robin, who 

looks at Nannyõs blue dressing-gown as he prays. Alice Blue Gown by Joseph Mc Carthy and Harry Tierney 

was set to music and became a popular song. 

Drama mixed with humour is employed by The Conspiracy of the Clothes and My Old Clothes, both by 

Amos Russel Wells, and The September Gale by Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

If you would like to join our group, please contact me for the date and topic of the October meeting, on 01869 

811994 or at judith.harvey@live.co.uk  

 

mailto:shelswellgardenclub@gmail.com
mailto:janebirnage@icloud.com
mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
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REPORTS FROM THE PARISHES 
 

Cottisford and Juniper Hill 
St Mary the Virgin 

CHURCHWARDEN:   Charles Jackson, Cottisford House, Cottisford                   Tel 01280 848247 
TREASURER David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick             Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:  Vacancy 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Judith Harvey, Lark Rise Cottage, Juniper HillEmail: judith.harvey@live.co.uk 

                                                               
 

COTTISFORD AND JUNIPER HILL SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
 

Thank you to those of you who came to our Picnic in the Field, and enjoyable time was had by all.  The sun 
came out at what turned out to ge the start of the hottest week of the summer!! We also raised £114 from the 
tombola and donations. Thanks also go to those who helped put up and take down the marquee.  
 
Our next event is our Harvest service on Sunday 1 October at 4pm, we look forward to seeing you.  The service 
will be followed by refreshments.  
 
Our next Pop up Pub will take place on 21 October and on Saturday 4 November we will be holding our 
Bonfire Night celebrations. 
 
If you would like to hold a coffee morning  or pop up pub contact Sandra at sandrambickmore@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

St Mary the Virgin Church Cottisford Service with Harvest Hymns 

Sunday 1st October at 4pm 

All welcome! Please stay after the service for tea/coffee and cake! 

We would welcome contributions to the Bicester foodbank, please see the list below of 

contributions that are most required at this time.  

- Tinned soups, fruit, vegetables, meat and fish. 

- Biscuits 

- Tea & coffee 

- UHT milk 

- Toiletries e.g. toothpaste, soap, shower gel, shampoo. 

 

mailto:judith.harvey@live.co.uk
mailto:sandrambickmore@gmail.com
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Decoration of Cottisford Church for Harvest Service 

Saturday 30th September at 10.30am 

Children and families welcome to join us in decorating the church in 

preparation for the Harvest Service.  

We would be grateful for any wheat, fruit, vegetable and flower donations   

to help with our decorations! Please could these be left in the church       

before 10am on 30th September. 

 

Finmere 

St Michael and All Angels 
  
CHURCHWARDEN: Steven Myers, 4 White Houses, Mere Rd, Finmere                                        Tel: 07875 102952 
TREASURER:  Jacqueline Chelin, 19 Valley Road, Finmere                                                            Tel 01280 847782 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Katherine Grimston, The Old Rectory, Finmere               Tel: 01280 848364  
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Paul Nash Email: paan63@yahoo.co.uk                                Tel 01280 848268 

 

 

VILLAGE HALL  

The village hall is now fully back in use and most of the regular users have resumed their scheduled events.  

Since the arson attack last year, the hall has been 
completely re-decorated with a number of improved 
facilities added, including updated AV facilities with a new 
projector and large screen, new flooring and front and fire 
exit doors and enlarged storage spaces for regular users.  

WiFi facilities have also been added.  

 

For all bookings enquiries, please visit www.myfinmere.com/villagehall 
 
Donõt forget the monthly Tea & Cakes at the hall on the second Tuesday of each month. 

ALLOTMENTS  

With the Summer growing season coming to an end, many allotments 
can boast a surplus of beans and courgettes, whilst a variety of 
squashes start to mature. Soon it will be the season for digging in 
preparation for Winter, since we are not entirely sure how the  RHS 

recommended ôno-digõ allotmentõ  ê. No-Dig Gardening Guide | BBC 
Gardeners World Magazine, really works. 

Also time for the payment of the annual allotment fees, a bargain at £20. 
 
The Poorõs Plot continues to have a small waiting list for allotment plots and there is always a possibility that a 
few plots may become available shortly, so any aspiring allotment users should visit 
www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot 

 

 

http://www.myfinmere.com/villagehall
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/no-dig-gardening-guide/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/no-dig-gardening-guide/
http://www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot
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Some Finmere related links: 
Finmere facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/ 
Shelswell Parishes website at ð www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere 
Finmere Parish Council website at ð www.finmerepc.org 
Village hall news at ð www.myfinmere.com 
Old Finmere history website ð www.myfinmere.com/history 
Finmere on Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finmereipedia 
Finmere Primary School - www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk 
 

 

  

http://www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
http://www.myfinmere.com/
http://www.myfinmere.com/history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finmereipedia
http://www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk/
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Please come along to support Finmereôs 
 

"Tuesday Teas" 

 

If you are at home in the day, please pop into the Village Hall for a 

cuppa & a catch-upé 

 

Tuesday 10 October from 2 - 4 pm 

Tea, coffee, cake & biscuits 

All locals welcome, no charge 
 

We would love to grow the numbers so  

please bring a friend!  
 

If you need transport, please contact 

Jo (07974 740312) or Katherine (07770 804025) 

 

If anyone would like to help with ñTuesday Teasò, 

we need help serving refreshments, setting out tables, providing lifts and  

BAKING CAKES! 

 
Your baking costs can be reimbursed 

No need to volunteer every month; just help when you cané 
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Fringford 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
CHURCHWARDEN: John Mayo, 10 Church Close, Fringford  Tel 01869 278873 
TREASURER:   Christina McCullagh, 5 Crosslands, Fringford               Tel 07867 515207  
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Penny Wood as below 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT: Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands, Fringford          Tel 01869 277310 
VILLAGE HALL CORRESPONDENT: Christine Underwood                            Tel 01869 278949 
WEBSITE      www.fringford.info 
 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, SERVICES & EVENTS  
 

Services 

¶ Sunday 1 October ð 10.45am ð Morning Service 

¶ Sunday 8 October ð 6pm ð Evening Communion 

¶ Sunday 15 October ð 10.45am ð Holy Communion   

¶ Sunday 29 October ð 10.45am ð Benefice Service of Holy Communion in Stratton Audley Church. 
 

To find out the times and places of services on other Sundays, please check the back cover of this magazine, the 
Benefice website www.shelswellparishes.info, the noticeboard at the church, or ring the Benefice office (01280-
848192).  You will always be welcome in our other parishes. 
 

See the General Section for activities taking place in the Benefice during October. 
 

 

LIGHT PARTY  

 

TUESDAY 31 OCTOBER 2023 

For 5 to 11 year olds, in Fringford Church from 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

Food and Games.  Come along for some fun. 
 

 
Greetings Cards  
Packs of greeting cards (6 cards for £3) available for purchase.  They feature 6 photographs of the church both 
in and outside.  Ring Christina McCullagh on 07867 515207. 

 
Fringford Church 100 Club 

The 100 Club winners in August were:  1st: No.51 £61 Sue Earle; 2nd: No.61 £37 Les Fagg; and 3rd: No.7 
£25 Sally Cullen.  Congratulations! 
 

You can still sign up to the 100 Club.  Contact Christina McCullagh to register your involvement  on 07867 
515207. The draw takes place monthly at the Village Coffee Morning. 
 
Little  Lambs Babies & Toddler Group   
Every Wednesday during term time in Stratton Audley Church, from 9.30am to 11.00am.  
[Not  during holidays and half term.] Just come along, but if you need information in the meantime, email 
admin@shelswellparishes.info 

http://www.fringford.info/
http://www.shelswellparishes.info/
mailto:admin@shelswellparishes.info
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FRINGFORD FRIENDS NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT GROUP  
Support is always available from the Fringford Friends, Neighbourhood Support Group :  

¶ Telephone:   07704 756840 

¶ Email neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info 
To join Fringfordõs Whatõs App Group ring or email Christine Underwood:  07961 972388 or email 
silvercb1@outlook.com                                                                         
 

 

FRINGFORD VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING  
 
 
 
 
 
 

on Monday 16 October from 10.30am to 12 noon, in the Chinnery Room at the Village Hall.  Just drop by any 
time for a coffee and a chat. 

 

 
 

FUND RAISER EVENT FOR RESEARCH INTO MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE  
[An article from Phoenix Tilley] 

 

Two 20-year-old locals are driving a £500 car through Europe to raise funds for research into Motor Neurone 
Disease! 
 

My name is Phoenix Tilley, I used to attend Fringford Primary school many years ago.   Iõm now 20 and still 
living in Fringford.   Myself and my friend, Ryan Murfet, are doing a fundraising event to raise funds for Stem 
Cell research into finding a cure for Motor Neurone Disease.   This cause is very close to my heart as I will be 
raising money for my mum, Alie Tilleyõs fundraising group called ôAll About Alieõ.  You may have heard or seen 
us before at the Fringford Beer Festival where we raise funds every year.  
 

Alie/my mum and a group of friends set up ôAll About Alieõ in 2016 soon after she was diagnosed with Motor 
Neurone Disease, knowing it wouldnõt help her but may give others hope in the future.  My mum sadly passed 
away in 2016 when I was 13, but we continue to raise funds for this cause. 
 

We will be taking part in the Skinflint Rally, where we will drive a £500 car through Europe, covering over 3,000 
miles and driving through multiple countries.  We start in Dover, UK, and will drive through France, Germany, 
Italy, Liechtenstein and will finish in Vienna, Austria.  The car which we will driving is a 2001 Renault Megane, 
costing only £500!  Between now and start of the Rally, this car will undergo an extensive make-over. This will 
be done by us along with the help of some volunteers.  
 

100% of the funds we raise goes directly to Professor Talbot at the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford, where he 
is doing vital stem cell research into finding a cure for Motor Neurone Disease.  
 

We will be regularly updating our progress while customising the car, as well as when we embark on our 
European road trip.  You will be able to follow along with us through our Facebook and Instagram pages.   
Facebook : All About RAlie    
Instagram : all.about.ralie 
 

We would love it if you would help us spread awareness and we hope you will be able to find it in your hearts to 
donate to our worthy cause.   Just giving link: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/allaboutralie 
 

Best wishes.  See you at the Beer Festival next year.   
 
Phoenix and Ryan x 
 

mailto:neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info
mailto:silvercb1@outlook.com
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/allaboutralie
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COME & JOIN US AT  
ôSEWCIALõ 

 

We enjoy any type of craft and a natter  
getting together to relax and enjoy each otherõs company. 

Some of us knit, crochet, embroider, quilt, sew or create craft albums. 
 

We get together once a month,  
either on a Wednesday evening at 7 ð 9pm 

or Sunday afternoon at 3 ð 5pm 
 

We meet in the Chinnery Room at Fringford Village Hall. 
 

Our next sessions are: 
 

Wednesday 11 October      Sunday 19 November      Wednesday 13 December  
Sessions are £2.00  

No need to book ð just come and join us! 
If you would like information, please email Melissa at mamcs100@gmail.com 

  
 

FRINGFORD VILLAGE HALL 
Presents 

 

 

 

 

With  

 

Ian Millar & Dominic Spencer  

saxophone & piano duo from Scotland  

The UKƝs hardest working jazz group ! 
 

 Ian and Dominic are unique in the UK Jazz 
community taking their blend of melodic jazz 
standards and original compositions to rural 

communities all over the UK. They use 
programmable lighting and table lights to create 
a wonderful intimate atmosphere for the music.  

 

They tell stories of their travels in 
their Tour Bus -  an old, converted 

Yorkshire Ambulance, in an 
entertaining evening of creative 

music and enthusiastic joy.  
 

"Very cool music played in a 
magical atmosphere -  this will 

appeal  to jazz novices as well as 
hardcore enthusiasts."  
~Three Weeks Magazine 

 

FRINGFORD VILLAGE HALL 
The Green, Fringford OX27 8DY  
Saturday  28th Oct ober  @ 8pm  

Tickets: £12  
Licensed bar  

 
For ticket sales call 07936 879175  or email  

fringford.hall@gmail.co m 

A
Nigh t of Jazz

mailto:mamcs100@gmail.com
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Regular Activities held in Fringford Village Hall 
 

To find out more or book a place, please contact the hirer direct. 
 

Weekly Activities Monthly Activities 

FS Dance 
Monday & Wednesday (term time) 

After school classes 
.![[9¢ ω ¢!t ω ah59wb ω {¢w99¢ 

leah.fsd@gmail.com or 07885827592 
 

Village Coffee Morning 
All ages welcome 

Third Monday in the month - Chinnery Room 
Drop in anytime between 10.30 am and noon 

Penny Wood 01869 277310 

 

Puppy Stars 
Dog Training 

Tuesday evening ς various classes 
 

Contact Nick 07542 131400 www.puppystars.co.uk 
 

Parish Council Meeting 
All villagers welcome 

Third Monday in the month 7.45pm 
 

Contact 01844 237766 or 
fringford.parishclerk@gmail.com 

 

Fringford Yoga 
Wednesday (term time) 

9.30am ς 11am 
Carolyn White 01869 277161 

 

 

Bicester Sound Bath Meditation 
 

First Sunday of the month from 7.45 pm 
Sonia - contact@holisticaxis.com 

Please text - 07709634847 
 

 

Just Puppies 
Puppy Training 

Wednesday evening ς various classes 
 

Contact Kerri 07720 891489 
www.justpuppies.training 

 

 

Shelswell WI 
 

First Thursday of the month 7.30pm 
 

Contact Lesley Beagent on 07729605670 
 

Pilates 
Thursday at 10.00am 

natashaflowerspilates@gmail.com 
or 07545 525820 

 

Mindfulness Meditation 
Monthly Sunday 11am to 12.30pm 

 

janerainey17@gmail.com or 07971 008337 
 

 

My Baby Spa 
 

Monday mornings 
Spa experience for babies up to 12 months 

 and toddlers 1 ς 4 years 
www.mybabyspa.co.uk 

contact Danielle at 
contact@mybabyspa.co.uk 

Fringford Sewcial 

Sew and Chat! 
 

Alternate monthly Wednesday from 7pm 

& Sunday from 3pm 

Contact Melissa at mamcs100@gmail.com 

Village Hall Team Meeting 
Every 4 weeks ς 7.30pm 

 

Open meetings ς all welcome 
fringford.hall@gmail.com or 07936 879175 

To book the hall for your own event, please go to fringford.info, village hall, how to book Here you will 
find all the information you will need to book on-line. 

For any other queries please phone or text 07936 879175 
or email: fringford.hall@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:eah.fsd@gmail.com
http://www.puppystars.co.uk/
mailto:contact@holisticaxis.com
http://www.mybabyspa.co.uk/
mailto:mamcs100@gmail.com


24 
 

Hardwick  
St Mary the Virgin 

CHURCHWARDEN:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
TREASURER:  David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Vacancy 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Veronica Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick     Tel 01869 277690 

WEBSITE: http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk 

 
 

Hardwick  Church New Guidebook 
 

The new 2022 guidebook for Hardwick church and the parish of Hardwick with Tusmore is now available. This 
44-page booklet has over 20 colour photos and provides a fascinating insight into the features and history of 
Hardwick church, the village and the Tusmore Estate.  You can collect a copy from the church or contact David 
Barnes (01869 277690), who can send one to you. We ask that you make a minimum donation of £5 to church 
funds. 
 

 

Pilgrim Pathways 
 

Why not walk the Hethe to Hardwick to Cottisford to Hethe òPilgrim Pathwayó. This is the first of what will be 
a network of walks between local religious sites being organised by the Bicester and Islip Deanery. This 4 mile 
circular route takes in the C of E churches of each of these villages as well as Holy Trinity, Hetheõs RC church. 
You can start and end your walk at any point on the route, which takes in some glorious North Oxfordshire 
countryside. Pick up a free brochure outlining the route from any of the three C of E churches or contact David 
Barnes (01869 277690), who can send one to you. 
 
 

H ARDWICK CHURCH IS OPEN DAILY  

Visit Hardwick Church 

Open Daily: 10 am ð 4 pm 

Available for: 

Private prayer and quiet contemplation 

Viewing the architecture, memorials and stained-glass windows 

Please make use of this special space 
 
 

  

http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk/
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Hethe 
St Edmund and St George 

 
CHURCHWARDEN: Flora Skinner, Fox Hollow, 2 Hardwick Road, Hethe                              Tel 01869 277366 
TREASURER:  Mike Green, Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe    Tel 01869 278166 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Flora Skinner       as above                             
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:            Mike Green          as above  Tel 01869 278166 

WEBSITE: www.hethe.org 
 
 

If you have any news or a village event to publicise, please send the details to me, where possible with a photo, 
and if suitable I will add them to next monthõs news and include them on the village web site.  The deadline for 
the next edition of the Shelswell News is on Page 2. 
 

ST EDMUND & ST GEORGE CHURCH  
 
Church Services and Events 
 
See the back page for details of services in our church.  You will be welcome at any 
of these services and in other churches in the benefice, or if you are away from the 
Shelswell area, you can find a nearby service through the web site 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com.   
 
The church is open every day for visits and private prayer. 
 
Thank you to Anne Mansfield, Pauline OõGorman and Flora for welcoming Ride & Striders to the church last 
month.  Sandra and Mike Green have volunteered to clean the church and provide flowers this month. 
 
If you can contribute to the on-going availability of the church, you may make a one-off gift through a single 
transaction or set up regular donations, using a debit or credit card, or Apple or Google Pay, using the secure 
Parish Giving (PGS) website - https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/ or through the following QR Code: 
 

 
 Scan here to make a one-off donation or to set up regular giving by direct debit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 Club.  The Club has been on 
holiday over the Summer, but we 
have started to catch up!  The club 
offers members an opportunity to 
contribute to church funds, while 
having the chance to win a cash prize 
from the monthly draws.  There are 
still plenty of numbers if you wish to 
join!  Please contact Mike or one of 
the other PCC members for an 
application form (full details on the 
village website). 
 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/
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HETHE COMMUNITY ACTIVITY  

 

 
 
Parish Council.  The next full council meeting will be held on 17th October, starting at 7.30pm, in the Village 
Hall.  The minutes from this yearõs AGM of the Parish and the July meeting are on the web site.  The July 
meeting included items as diverse as a kick wall for children and electric vehicle charging points. 
 
Welcome Pack.  We are producing a Welcome Pack, specifically for people new to the village but hopefully of 
interest to all villagers.  If you would like something in particular to be included, please send details to 
mgreen@hethe.org. 
 

 
The Village Hall Management Committee are proud to announce that 
they now have Full Fibre Broadband inclusive of the hire fee.  For 
bookings, please contact Flora, the village hall booking secretary 
fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
 

 
The Stay & Play Group contact is now Kelly Woodford on 07716 981263.  They meet on Friday mornings. 
 
The Hardwick Road Allotments.  Please note that the contact for the allotments off the Hardwick Road is 
Yvonne Thomas, 3 Wilson Way, Caversfield, OX27 8FB, Tel 243536 or 07773065890.  The agents are Carter 
Jonas for the Oxford Diocese. 

 

Mixbury 
All Saints 

CHURCHWARDENS:  Martin Ayres, Northwell Farm, Finmere                                   Tel 07899 792552                                    
Alec Howard, Middlestead, Mixbury                                        Tel 01280 848295 

TREASURER:                 David Mitchell.   2 Town Farm, Mixbury                              Tel 01280 847769 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Anna Howard  Tel 01280 848295 
MAGAZINE CORRESPNDENT: Sue Goodman    pasgoodman551@gmail.com  Tel 01280 848002 

 

If you have any news articles for the Parish Magazine please do not forget to let your Magazine Correspondent 
know in good time ð deadline dates are normally found on the inside cover of the Shelswell News.  Sue 
Goodman; email: pasgoodman551@gmail.com or telephone: 01280 848002. 
 

CHURCH SERVICES  
 

The Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 8th October at 11am. 
Come and celebrate with us! 

 

mailto:fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pasgoodman551@gmail.com
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MIXBURY CHURCH FLOWER ROTA 2023 
 

If anyone would like to be added to the rota or removed, please contact Eryl Tobin on 07840 464541 or 848466. 
Thank you to all those who decorate our church with beautiful flowers.  It's always appreciated. 
 

                                    Harvest Festival ð Everyone 
October  Morag Westworth 
November  Fi Bairstow 
December  Carol service and Christmas - everyone 
 
                                                 

 

MIXBURY CHURCH CLEANING ROTA (Revised 2023 - 2024) 
 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to go on this rota in order to clean and to help maintain the church 
throughout the year. Your hard work is very much appreciated. 
 
OCTOBER  Emma Bray and Viv Williams 
NOVEMBER  Alison Bailey, Pam Burrill and Jules Channon 
DECEMBER   Gail Bellingham, Mel Soar & Sue Bosher 
 
If anyone else would like to help with cleaning, we would be very grateful for extra volunteers. This would help 
to lighten the load on otherwise busy people. The job only requires a couple of hours simple cleaning in your 
allotted month, and if you can find a partner or join a group of two to make groups of three, it can be a pleasant 
way to involve yourself in the village and familiarise yourself with our beautiful church. For more information 
please contact -  Julie Mitchell on 01280 ð 847769 

 

MIXBURY POP UP PUB NIGHTS  

 
 

The Mixbury Pop Up Pub has been a tradition in the village for many years now and is a lovely way to socialise 
and make friends.  The hosts provide the venue, glasses and a few nibbles and the guests arrive with their own 
drinks.  If you are interested in hosting a pub night please contact Tanya ð email: markandtanya@yahoo.co.uk.  
 

BOOKS 
 

Donõt forget there are lots of books in the Church for villagers to borrow and exchange ð straight ahead when 
you go in the door located just in front of the North Door. 
 
 
  

mailto:markandtanya@yahoo.co.uk
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MIXBURY FETE  
 

Once again Mixbury Fete was a fantastic fantasy land of adventure set in the beautiful grounds of Nigel and 
Gemma Harrisõs garden.  Huge thanks to Nigel and Gemma for all their hard work and generosity in allowing 
hordes of people to invade their grounds, also the Fete team for all the hard work they put into hosting the 
traditional stalls. It seemed perfectly normal to have walking talking lamp posts, lions, real camels and fair 
ground attractions ð it seemed an everyday Mixbury kind of thing!   
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Newton Purcell 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Ann von Maltzahn, Home Farm Shelswell Park              Tel 01280 848680  
                      Vacant 
TREASURER:      Fai Li                                                                               Tel: 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Flora Skinner                                        Tel: 01869 277366  
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Ann von Maltzahn                                   Tel 01280 848680 
 

Services - 
Sunday 1st October - Service of Harvest Thanksgiving - 11.30 a.m. 
                                   We look forward to welcoming all who are able to join us for 
                                    this special service. 
 
OHCT Ride & Stride - 
We would like to thank all of you who gave up some of your day to welcome visitors. 
 
Bonus Ball Lotto -  
Our recent lucky winner was Claire Abernethy. 
 

It's that time of year again when subscriptions for most of you are due for renewal so we will be writing to all 
who already take part shortly and very much hope you will continue to support this essential part of our fund 
raising for special projects to keep our church in good repair and a welcoming place for all who visit. 
For those of you who haven't taken part before, it's very simple. For just £1 per week you could have a chance 
of a weekly cash prize. Please contact Ann von Maltzahn for details. 
 
The Harvest Lunch ð 

 
 
This will follow our service of Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 1st October at 12.45 p.m. in The Old School. 
Always a popular event so please contact Ann von Maltzahn to reserve your ticket and help us with catering 
arrangements. 
 
Dates for your Dairy - 

1. Churchyard Clear Up Day - Saturday 28th October - 10.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 'Many hands make light 
work' so do come along to help with any gardening tools you think might be useful. There could even be 
a threat of refreshments and a Bacon Butty! 

2. Service of Remembrance - Sunday 12th November - 9.15.a.m. We would like to encourage as many 
members of the community to join us for this service and take the opportunity to join our congregation. 

 
Christmas Concert - 
Plans are well underway to have another Christmas Concert in December. The exact date is still to be confirmed 
so please look out for it in next monthõs magazine! 
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Stoke Lyne 

St Peterõs 
CHURCHWARDEN: Christopher Poole CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk                    Tel 01869 346020 
TREASURER:    Janey Poole         janey@oxford-educational.co.uk     Tel 07810 120457 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Emma Brown    emmabrown911@gmail.com  
MAGAZINE  CORRESPONDENT:         Rena Andrews    renacyanlion@btinternet.com Tel: 01869 346653 
PARISH ROOM BOOKINGS :  Kelly and James Holden-White kholdenwhite@aol.com  Tel 01869 345211 

WEBSITE   www.stokelyne.org  
 

St Peterõs Church Stoke Lyne Services 
 

Sunday 1st October ð ôFood for Thoughtõ (10am) 
Thursday 5th October ð Midweek Holy Communion and Soup Lunch (12 noon) 
Sunday 15th October ð ôFun at Fourõ (4pm) 
Sunday 22nd October ð Holy Communion (10.45am) 
Sunday 29th October ð Benefice Service of Holy Communion at Stratton Audley (10.45am) 

 
Flower Duty for October 
 

Janey Poole 
 
 

Food for Thought ð Sunday, 3rd September at 10 am 
 

We focused on the changing season and changes we want to be part of. As always, we enjoyed a continental 
breakfast and shared what we had been up to this summer and our plans for the new term/school year.  
 

Our next FFT service is on Sunday 1st October at 10am. Please come along for breakfast and a short, informal 
service.  
 

Kelly Holden-White 
 
 

Midweek Holy Communion with soup lunch ð Thursday, 7th September at 12 noon 
 

Alice rang the Church Bells to remind people of the service.   When I entered the Church at 11.50, I saw more 
than the usual set of tables.   There was a long table set with beautiful Royal Stafford China cups, saucers and  
plates and I immediately thought maybe we are going to have afternoon tea instead of lunch but after a closer 
look I was a bit disappointed to see items next to each place setting like secateurs and a green floral oasis when 
the penny dropped that it was set ready for one of Steve's flower arranging workshops in the evening and not 
us! 
 

Back to the Communion service: we had people from across the Benefice visiting and it was also lovely to see 
Jane WardeðAldam there on her wonderful electric chariot.   Alice led the service assisted by Liz; todayõs reading 
was a continuation in a way of last month's reading from St Lukes Gospel about the fishermen.  Jesus was 
standing by the lake of Gennesaret where people were crowding round him listening to the word of God.  There 
were two boats at the waterõs edge and Jesus got into the one belonging to Simon, he then sat down and taught 
the people from the boat.   When he had finished speaking, he asked Simon to put out into the deep water and 
cast his nets for a catch and when they had done so they caught such large quantities of fish that their nets were 
beginning to break so they signalled to their partners in the other boats to come and help themselves.  Can you 
imagine the faces of the fishermen who had been out all night with no fish caught to be given all the fish they 
could put into their boats? 
 

We then had the Communion; this service is short and suitable for people who are not able to stay for the 
longer services.   Afterwards we moved to our usual tables set for a lunch of soup with bread roll followed by 
pudding.   You could have seconds if you wished then tea or coffee.   The church was so lovely and cool it was a 
delight to sit there.   We would like to say a big thank you to the Ministry team and volunteers for the hard work 
they put in, especially as the Ministry team is a bit depleted just now. 
 

Please come along and join in for this very informal service. 
 

Rena Andrews 

mailto:CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:emmabrown911@gmail.com
mailto:renacyanlion@btinternet.com
mailto:kholdenwhite@aol.com
http://www.stokelyne.org/
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Stoke Lyne 100 Club ðSeptember Results 
 

The results of the September Stoke Lyne 100 Club are as follows: 
 

1st Prize Membership No 29 Hope Ã30.00 
2nd Prize Membership No. 63 Craig Ã18.00 
3rd Prize Membership No. 4 Pam Ã12.00 
 

Janey Poole 
Treasurer 
St Peterõs Church PCC 
janey@oxford-educational.co.uk 
Tel: 01869 346020 
Mobile: 07810 120457 
 
 
Film Night in St. Peterõs Church, Stoke Lyne ð 8th September at 6.30 pm 
 

Septemberõs film was ôThe Edgeõ and whether you were a cricket fan or not, you learnt about the strains of being 
a professional sports person whilst getting access to behind the scenes footage of England cricket. We enjoyed a 
cool evening in church (after a day of temperatures hitting 30). Itõs a great chance to use our village space and 
socialise with neighbours from Stoke Lyne and villages within the Benefice. We hope to see even more people at 
our next film night eventé.. 
 

Kelly Holden-White  
 

 

Stoke Lyne Craft Fair  
 

St Peterôs Church, Stoke Lyne OX27 8RU 

 

Saturday, 30 th  September 2023  

2-5pm  

In aid of Macmillan Cancer Support and  

St Peterôs Church 
 

Locally made arts and crafts,  

teas and homemade cakes  

 

Please contact:  

alisonjanemiller@icloud.com   

07762719198  

 

mailto:janey@oxford-educational.co.uk
mailto:alisonjanemiller@icloud.com
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OHCT Ride and Stride - Saturday 9th September 10 am-6 pm 
 

It was a very sticky, hot morning for cycling which made me set off early (8am) I was very grateful to Caroline 
for the loan of her comfy, light-weight bike (much better than the heavy one with a puncture which sits in my 
shed!) I made it to Hardwick, followed by both churches in Hethe, on to Cottisford and then to Fringford. Even 
though I was pretty hot, I ventured across the junction with Buckingham Road and finished off at Stratton 
Audley. I decided that it would be too much to carry on to Launton as I had hoped to ð maybe next year (if itõs 
cooler!)  
 

Thank you to those people who sponsored me, and if you would still like to, itõs not too late! Cheques can be 
made out to OHCT, or cash is fine too. Half of the money goes to Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust and 
half to our Church.  
 

Kelly Holden-White  
 
Stoke Lyne W.I.  ð 14th September at Hethe Village Hall 
 

Report to follow in next monthõs magazine as this monthõs meeting was beyond the magazine deadline. 
 

Rena Andrews 
 
 
Adeyinka Olusegun Popoola ð 2nd May 1941 ð 8th July 2023 
 

The funeral for Adeyinka Olusegun Popoola took place at St John The Evangelist church in Upper Edmonton 
on 28th July 2023 at 12 noon.   This was followed by Committal at Enfield Crematorium.  Our condolences to 
the Popoola family. 

 

 

Stoke Lyneõs Film Night 

 

6.30pm Friday 13th October ð ôThe Othersõ (12) featuring Nicole 

Kidman. Whether youõve seen it before or not, you will enjoy this 

momentous film on our big screen with new sound system.  

£3 entry (£10 per family) includes a soft drink and popcorn if you let 

Kelly know in advance youõd like to come kholdenwhite@aol.com  

£5 entry if you turn up on the night. Refreshments available.  

mailto:kholdenwhite@aol.com
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Robert Bernard Wheatcroft ôBobõ ð 26.10.1938 - 14.08.2023 
 

Tribute by Robert Adams 
 

Bob was born in Bicester and bought up in Wendlebury and was 
the only child of Bernard and Mary. He attended Bicester School 
and then went to Banbury Technical College.  He was a carpenter 
by trade and helped his father build various houses in the area. 
They lived in Mixbury for a short time before coming to Stoke 
Lyne around 1960 when he was 20 years old and they lived in the 
house that his father built. 
 

Bob also worked for a building company called Hinkins and 
Frewins and worked at a chocolate factory in Banbury which he 
enjoyed.  He used to fill up his empty flask with chocolates 
apparently and bring them home! Bob was dyslexic and as such 
missed many opportunities when growing up. 
 

He worked for my father at Lower Farm for a bit, driving tractors 
and doing various building jobs. He would often help at lambing 
time and one year when we had a rush of lambs, we had run out 
of hurdles to make more pens. Bob came down with loads of 
pallets to make more and we ended up having a massive row of 
them all around the garden. He enjoyed going to the cattle market 
with dad and having a catch up with the farming folk and was a 
country man at heart. 
 

He loved cricket as did his parents and was a very long-term 
supporter of Sandford Cricket Club and was Vice President for a 
time. He loved to watch the matches on a Sunday and obviously 
enjoyed the afternoon teas! 

 

His passion was point to point races where he would travel for miles and enjoyed placing a few well-considered 
bets. He was a keen follower of the Heythrop, Grafton, Warwickshire and Bicester Hunt and knew many 
people. One day while following the Heythrop, he worked out which way they would be coming and got a good 
view from a hill. Unfortunately, he fell asleep and suddenly woke up realizing he had missed all the action! 
 

When visiting his friend in Devon, we used to dread him going off in his old caravan and always wondered if he 
would ever make it there and back again. Once he got stopped by the Police on the A30 for going too slow. He 
would enjoy following The Devon and Somerset Stag Hounds while down there. 
He was on Stoke Lyne Parish Council for over 30 years. He had a great memory of details of village life and 
history. 
 

Bob always donated tins of sweets at the village Christmas get together, with the express instruction that they 
were to be shared around. He also took it upon himself to plant the daffodils around the church ð a legacy for 
future generations. 
 

He did the òSplat the Rató game at the village fete for a few years, which was something that he put together 
himself. Very simple but great fun for everyone. 
 

He loved keeping his chickens for their eggs that he sold and rearing turkeys for Christmas, but it was perhaps 
not such a good idea to keep the turkeys in his front living room! 
 

He used to make a lot of damson or sloe gin every year and Nick & Elaine found him once, at the side of Stoke 
Bushes, high up a step ladder, that was perched on a trailer, picking fruit.  Anyone that was given a bottle found 
it to be quite lethal stuff ! 
 

He had a real commitment to the village and village life in general. He was involved with getting the village 
allotment plots up and running and was the Chairman of Stoke Lyne Diggers for 8 years. He worked tirelessly to 
ensure everything was set up properly and well maintained. He loved having his allotment plot and many 
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appreciated his rotavator. The first year he had an amazing crop of peas and was known for his runner beans 
which grew amongst all the many scaffolding poles! 
 

Bob loved a deal and was always good at bartering. He was also a hoarder and couldnõt resist a bargain and 
would travel miles if something was cheaper somewhere else. He would often pick up free building materials 
from places and buy stuff from farm sales and bring it back to his yard or house ! as he thought they might be 
useful one day. He started to store things in our farm yard too but we had to put a stop to that! My mum offered 
him an old 3 piece suite but instead of getting rid of the old one he just put it, on top of it! With his lack of 
gardening and house work, it made visits to him very interesting! James Davies was very kind over the years, 
helping Bob with many jobs and situations and Lisa Soper too with household chores but Bob was someone 
you couldnõt change. 
 

Bob was a òtop gossip manó and had a remarkable memory and even in later life would regale you with stories 
of people and events from many years passed. He knew many country folk and who was related to whom and 
where they all farmed and lived.  
 

He was a very cautious man and wary of officialdom but had a kind heart. Over the years he developed a strong 
affection for Stoke Lyne and was part of a dying breed ð resistant to modern living. 
 

Phillipa Taylor adopted Bobõs chickens and also managed to persuade him to go into Cherwood House care 
home, where he lived for over the last year.  She visited him regularly and often took him out for a little drive, 
even a couple of days before he died. 
 

He was a great character in our village and will be sadly missed. 
 

Robert Adams 
 
A message from Bobõs cousin and his wife via the parish council website 
 

Not sure if you have a newsletter or whether you can pass a message round via the village 'tom toms' but just 
wanted to say how much we appreciated the turnout for Bob's funeral yesterday - he would have loved the day; 
particularly the fact that so many locals turned out for their final farewell.  A big thank you too to Robert Adams 
for his amazing tribute - does he take bookings!  On a note of interest, the collection raised to date is 
approximately £150 for the Injured Jockeys Fund which we will be forwarding in due course. 
 

Graham & Jenny Beckley 
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Stratton Audley and Godington 
St Mary and St Edburga;    Holy Trinity  

 
CHURCHWARDENS:  Sarah Noujaim, 15 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley Tel 07941 273145 
 Penny Oakey, Grange Farm, Godington Tel 01869 278778 
TREASURER:  Fai Li         Tel 07725 009838 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Maxine Ling 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:    Vacant 

 
 

 

STRATTON AUDLEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  
 

The society is pleased to announce that they are now meeting regularly 
and that the following talk has been arranged for 3rd November. 

 

 
STRATTON AUDLEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

 

   
 

THE INDIAN ARMY DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
AN OXFORD AND BUCKS LIGHT INFANTRY PERSPECTIVE 

 

Presentation in Church on  
 

Friday 3 rd NOVEMBER 
 

at 7.30pm 
 

by Stephen Barker  
Heritage Advisor to the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 

 

followed by light refreshments 
 

Cost £5 per person 
 
 

 
We have enjoyed Stephen Barkerõs talks in the past as he always produces 

excellent presentations with the opportunity for questions. 
 

Further activities are planned for 2024 so keep your eyes peeled. 
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COFFEE MORNING  
 

Coffee morning has now moved from The Red Lion to The Church and is held every Tuesday morning from 
11.00 a.m. till noon.  The cost is £3 for tea or coffee and biscuits, perhaps cake if there is a birthday.  Come 
along to this friendly group, meet your neighbours and have a good old chat for an hour.  All are more than 
welcome, just pop in, weõd love to see you.     

 

FOODBANK DONATIONS STILL REQUIRED  
 
The foodbank donation point in the church porch in Stratton Audley, supporting Bicester Foodbank, is still in 
place and will remain so for the foreseeable future. Thank you very much to all those who have dropped 
donations into the box - please keep them coming! Urgently needed items are listed below. Please note that the 
Rector, Alice Goodall is now a ôLocal Referrerõ and can refer anyone who is in need to the Bicester Foodbank. 
Contact: Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Finmere   01280 848192  alicegoodall313@gmail.com  
 
URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS  

¶ TINNED FRUIT  
¶ TINNED VEGETABLES 
¶ TINNED TOMATOES  
¶ TINNED SOUP  
¶ TINNED FISH  
¶ INSTANT COFFEE  
¶ HOT CHOCOLATE  

 
WE'VE GOT PLENTY OF  

¶ BREAKFAST CEREALS 
¶ PASTA 
¶ TINNED SPAGHETTI  
¶ BAKED BEANS 

  

mailto:alicegoodall313@gmail.com
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To advertise on these pages ring 

Becky Adams  

on 01280 848192  

(Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

mornings 9am ð 1pm) 

or email 

admin@shelswellparishes.info  

 

 



39 
 

  

FRINGFORD FEEDS  
 

07825 911439  

 

SUPPLIERS OF HORSE,  

PET & POULTRY FEEDS 
 

HAY, HAYLAGE,  

STRAW & SHAVINGS  
 

STABLE & GROOMING 

SUPPLIES 
 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

 

fringfordfeeds@btconnect.com  
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FIREWOOD  
 

FOR 

 

QUALITY SEASONED  

FIREWOOD LOGS  
 

CALL   
 

SHELSWELL ESTATE  
 

ON  
 

 

07725 088643 
 
 

             
 
 
                        
       

We have over 40 years experience in the building and paving 
industry, and provide a professional and quality service 

 

ž Renovations    ž Extensions  
 

ž Loft and Garage Conversions  
 

ž Timber Framed Garages  
 

ž General Building and Restoration  
 

ž Chimneys and Roofing  
 

ž Stone walls    ž Driveways and Patios  
 

ž Landscaping and Ground work  
 

Please give us a call if you would like a quote 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

                   

 

 

 

        

           

 

 

 

   
 

01280 703368  
 

abbeybldrs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.abbey-builders.co.uk 
www.abbey-paving.co.uk 
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A & P BLAKE  

 

FORESTRY SERVICES 

 

QUALITY  

SEASONED 

HARDWOOD  

LOGS 

FOR SALE 

 

01869 277815 OR 07970 

258165 

 

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN 

TREE WORK ALSO 

UNDERTAKEN  
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AWARD-WINNING WEDDING VENUE 
 

Stratton Court Barn offers a wonderful 

countryside location, with an intimate feel and a 

professional, yet refreshingly friendly, approach. 
 

We are always on the lookout for local members of 

staff, so please do get in touch if you would like to 

enquire about working with us. 
 

Planning a wedding or event? We would love to hear 

all about it! Please get in touch on: 

T: 07807 645048 (Karin) 

E: enquiries@strattoncourtbarn.co.uk 

W: www.strattoncourtbarn.co.uk 
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FED UP WITH ACHES AND PAINS?  
WHY NOT CONSULT A CHIROPRACTOR?  

Chiropractors treat:  
 

 General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 
 Lumbago 
 General acute and chronic back pain 
 Uncomplicated mechanical neck pain 
 Headache arising from the neck (e.g. cervicogenic) 
 Shoulder and elbow pain including frozen shoulder and tennis elbow 
 Prevention of migraine 

 
Chiropractors can also give lifestyle advice on how to cope with tension and an inability to relax 
 

Your £65  assessment will include     

A private consultation                     
Neurological and orthopedic exam 
Postural and spinal analysis 
Confidential report of findings 

 

Treatments last ap proximately one hour and cost £5 9 per session  for adults (£54 for children)  
 

Patricia Griffiths BSc (Hons) DC MCC 
www.patriciagriffiths.co.uk 

15 Pether Avenue, Brackley, Northants, NN13 6NJ 
 

GCC Registration Number 01386 
 

Tel No 07974 118475 
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ARBOCARE 
TREE SURGERY LTD 

Qualified and Experienced Arborists 

Established over 25years 

Contractors to the National Trust 

Crown reductions * Thinning 

Felling * Hedge Trimming *  Stump Grinding 

Decay Detection & Tree Reports 
 

Free Phone: 0808 1555815 

Mb: 07778811136 

WWW.ARBOCARE.CO.UK 

 

 


